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NORTHWEST OBSERVATIONS.

VEINTONS O AN N AR MAT L ER.

T() a nuller vistting Winnipey perhaps the most dis-

agreeable thing which he encounters is the constant
complaints which the dealers there insist on loading on
hin with regard to the shortages in weghts of cars suld
to Ontario millers.  That these complatnts are withoot
a shadow of foundanon there can be no doubt, as has
been proved over and over agam. but there must be
some reason for these complants, and we will attempt
to suhve the mystery 1t s well known that the local
clevator man or buyer has to make herme efforts each
year to make his gramn in the elevator come out even
with his buying, and m consequence he has o wegh
very dosehy m fact, we are imdined to beheve, some-
times too closely, and the result is that s pnincpal bills
the cars at the figures furnished by the buyer and when
the mevitable shortage 15 reported he of course kicks.
In a grcat many cases there s not the shghtest ground
for a “Mche s has been proved by actual results
obtained from two of the most prominent firms doing
business in Manitoba wheat in the any of Toronto  one
showing @ shortage of less than a huadred and tifty
bushels on two hundied and ifty cars, the ather report-
my shortages on a dosen cars and an overage of ive out
of nearly a thousand cars I these gentlemen at. Win-
nmipey have any senious grevance n this direction why
do they not refer the matter 1o the Boards of | rade
and let them take such action as will put an end to 1t
mstead of mahgmng all those cngaged n the milling
trade and making things evcessively unpleasant tor
those aullers who have the hardihood 10 visit the

Northweat. X X x x

Miliers and dealers are alike anwaiting with anvety the
advent of the new standards for Mamtoba wheat.
There 15 one certamty about the niatter, they cannot be
worse than they were last yvear unless they took the old
wheat to make them  The leaders of the syndicate
have been in a ternble state of indignation for the last
four months because the men who buy their wheat had
the unparalleled nnpudence 1o ask that they have repre-
sentation «n the board who fin the standards. Ther
agony mer the probability of matenal changes beinyg
made with regard to the settling of disputes between the
mspector there and any other 1s simply awful and we are
very sure they witl have the heanfelt sympathy of alt
the eastern 'millers  with a hook.  They were not con-
tent to compel the poor unfoitunate Easterner to go to
Winnipeg 11 case there was a dispute, hut before he
could get a hearing he was compelled 1o put up 6ifty
dollars of the Queen~ money “~s 1 yuarantce of good
faith.  Of course this latter was not quite in accordance
with the law. but a hutle thing hke that does not seem to
trouble them, as they are hke the heathen whom St
Paul mentions, “They are a law to themsehves,  Th,
the whaole inspection needs overhauling s now paten’
to any honest onlooker  Just a few mu utes before the
time of wnung this we were 1n i pronunent gran
dealer's office when the insyection of two cars of wheat
was bemny discussed by several experts and they all
came to the conclusion that of two cars inspected by the
same man at Winnipeg the one inspected as Nao. 2 hard
was very meh Detter than the onc which recer.ed a
Na. 1 hard ) ade and they 1 ere inspected within aa
days of each other  Sometimes it inakes a diffeience
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‘The manner in which those who wish to build inde-
pendent elevators in Mamitoha are treated by the ratlway
companmies 1» provoking a pood deal of hard feeling
there. The farmers around Roschank. on the Northern
I'acitic, had subscnibed sufficient stock to haild a very
handsome elevator at that point and when they came e
make termis with the company they found that the unly
terms upon which they could obtan a half acre of land
worth five dollars and a switch, was by a lease for five
vears with a cancellaton «laase which provudes that
they mav at any tme on jaung thirty davs notce
demand the land, and of in that time the elevator be not
removed 1t becomes the property  of the company.
These terms were not accepted by the farmers company,
and the N.P.R.R. are out to the tuac of from 123000 to
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150,000 bushels of freight, as the farmers will team it
acrss country 1o the CP.R. pmnts where there are
farmers elevators. Fhe only apparent reason we can
give for thisis that the ralway company are following
this course with @ view to helpimg the well organized
1mgs of gran buyers in Winmipeg.  This matter has a
very serious aspect for the milhing fraternity as it renders
it next to impossible for any easterm nnller to put a
buver on atsuch points unless he is withng to accept the
prading of a rival concern, a thing which no one who
ha~ not taken leave of his senses would consent to do.
‘That such a state of affairs should exist 15 a standwny
disgrace to the rnlway systems of the country and our
Hoards of Trade and the Dominion Millers’ Association
should take imediate and vigorous measures to have
this matter made nght.  We are inchined to think that
a httle pressure n the proper yuarter would remedy
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The farmers of Manitoba and the Northwest Tern-
tories are, as a rule, a highly mtelligent class of men,
but, like the best of us, they sometines make mistakes
that tell against themselves in a way they little expect.
This bas bren very well illustrated by the policy which
they have been following this season with regard to
their wheat crop.  They have persistently boomed the
country at their own expense by announcing that their
expected out-turn would be much greater than even they
themselves had any expectation, and in consequence the
markets have opened at so low a figure that they will not
be able to pay the cost of prepanny the ground, seediny,
harsesung and marketny the gram.  {f, on the other
hand, they had announced the truth that the crop was a
light one, there is no doubt but they would have bene-
fitted largely by the competition for their gramn, which
would naturally have followed.  Reports from all parts
of Mamtoba go to show that the results as shown by the
threshing machines ate rather more than disapponting.
A big yield, it is true, may sen e to temporarilv hooni the
emigration, but if prices continue as they are the advan-
tage gamned an the one hand will undoubtedly be lost on
the other. However, we cannot say much about the
folly of others when we have a class of men in the east
who, being chronic “bears,” Lave been just as persist-
ently forcing down the price of yrain, presumably in the
interest of the millers, forgetting that nearly every mer-
chant will in the country is loaded up with dear flour,
which, if markets are badly broken, will have to be sold
at an enormous loss. It is just possible that these
“would-be bears’ have the idea that they can buy
cheapet than any one else, and thus make up for the loss
on the stocks in hand, but they forget that experience
goes to show that they have never been on the “bull”
side long enough to yive their customers 4 chance to
make a reasunable profit on their purchases. Hind
sight 15 all very well when we are at the right end of the
xun, but we would advise our friends to take a glance at
the foresight accasionally f they expect to yet any
can OHSERVER.

A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION.
TH!‘. Cominercual, of Winmpeg, has the impression
that the people of the east entertain altagether too
“enalted an idea of Manitoba's crop this year.” The
writer of *Northwest Obsersations” deprecates this
same practice of “bommng” the new crop by sending
forth exaggerated reports of its size. In this matter,
howerer, he would not hold the M b th 1
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INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT M'LAUGHLIN.
GRS A;I‘:I; Il\rl—\ V\'I ANITORA

“M\’ stay in Winnipeg,” said Mr. M. McLaughim,

president of the 1) ion Millers' Arsociation,
0 a representatine of the CANAIMAN MILLER, “though
brief, was very enjoyable.” This popular Toronto
miller had been called west in connection with his duties
as member of the board for fixing the standards of
Manitoba gramn. *“The board for the first tume,” con-
tinued Mr. McLaughlin, “comprised repiesentatives of
the mlling interests, and also two of the most intelhgent
farmers of Manitoba, representing the agricultural inter-
ests.  Mr. W. W. Ogilvie and myself were the nullers of
the board. Fully 250 samples of giain were submitted
for our inspection, alinost every distiict of these terri-
tones sending samples. | must say that, taken alto-
kether, seldom have | seen a better lot of grain.  Somne,
it s true, was somewhat smutty, and after caveful
deliberation it was agreed by the board that this be
graded as smutty, and a new grade so termed was fixed.
Smutty wheat will be known on the market as *simutty”
wheat. This conclusion imay be taken as an index of
the harmony of opmion existing between the farming
and nulling mterests. 1t was realized by the board, and
by its miling and fanning representatives in particular,
that farmers and millers were alike interested n the
growth of a fine quality of wheat; and where extra care
was needed to avosd that which would prove derogatory
to the quality, as in the case of smut, everyone should
De anxivus 10 have this care exercised.  The farmers of
Mamitoba take a large and, | believe, just pride n thewr
country as a wheat-producing country, and they appre-
ciate the fact that every bushel or imperfect grain that
goes from Mantoba s 4 reflection  detnmental to
Manitoba; and contrawise the knowledge that Manitoba
#1ain 15 1n the main possessed of all the hest qualities
of first-class grain 1» a comphment that will r1eturn to
them interest ten fold, yea a hundred-fold, n the future.”

“Very little frust has bean eaxpenenced in Manitoba
this seas :n and consequently the percentage of frosted
wheat will be less than formerly.  The board decided to
do away with the term ‘regular’ as applied to frosted
wheat last year. It 15 msleading, particularly to for-
eigners, and frostei wheat will be graded ‘frosted’
wheat. Nothing lih ¢ being honest in these matters.”

Asked as to the wsition of Manitoba as a milling
country Mr. McLauglilin rephied “that outside of Hun-
gary he did not know of any country n the world better
fitted by nature to become a great miliny centre.
There could be no doubt about its capabilities for pro-
ducing the best milling wheat, and its patural water
power, now going to waste, was the fiuest he had ever
seen.  He considered Mamtoba's future in this respect
assured.”

*Let me tell you one thing I adimired about the peo-
ple of Mamtoba,” remarked Mr. McLaughln in con-
cluding this interview. *The people have unbounded
confidence in the possibil of their country and the fu-
ture that is before them. Theyare a live, pushing, keen
lot of men, whether busi men or fi Do you
know they have active, working Hoards of Trade in
nearly every town in the province? Something we can-
not claim in this province. You hear no blue ruin or
Galdwin Smith pessimism preached in that country. If
the people of the Daminion as a whole had the same
confidence in their country as Manitobians have in
Manitoba a different condition of affairs would exist in

es
altogether yuiltless  “The Mantoba crop,” says the
Commercial. “15 not an cnormous one. [t is 2 good
many bushels per acre short as compared with the very
large crop last year, and threshing returns show that the
vicld of wheat s not up to the official esiunate of 22.7,
as shown by the Augrst crop bulletun, which estimate,
however, s onhy gnen as o prehiminary one.  In some
secttons the crop s light. but he average for the
province as furly gond.  Manitoba has not, therefore,
produced @ remarkably large wheat crop this year, but
sinply what may be called a good crop on the average.
In Assmboit ternntory, west of Manitoba, the crop s
highter than the average for Maniteba.  Tell the truth
and fear the OId Fellow himscif may have even a
commeraal appheaton,
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the Dominion to-day.”

BRITAIN'S CONMRARCE.

A SERIOUS commercial depression hangs over Great
Bnitain at the present ume.  In soine respects thisis

felt chicfly m the agncultural districts where conditions
are mast discouraging. For over twenty years there
has been a steady decrease of whear acreage largely
because of the continued dcpreciation in prices. o
1868 the wheat crop covered 3,052,000 acres; in 1892 1t
occupied 7,219,839 acres.  Farmers sav that with aew
wheat at 31s. it is labor and capital thrown to the winds
to sun wheat.  Exports have fallen off during the eigh
manths of this year fifteen and a quarter millions, as

i hs of 1891.
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