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S8TEADFAST OGNFIDENCE.

I am not unacquuinted witk your per-
plexities, and Iehall tell how my mindused
to work in producing thew. [ though,
with myeell, «Since I have professed the
gospel; I huve acted inconsistently with it
—more 50, I fear, than a Chiistinn could.
If I am a Christinn now, I was one thent
for no chauge has bappened in wy views
of the Gospel; therefore I fear I am not
oue at-all.”  Thus was I ready to bo led
cither to despriv on the one band, or to #
confidence fowided on my Christiun charne-
ter on tho other.

But this kind of reasoning goes opposiio
tothe whole terior of the Scriptures. Con-
siders as thé sum of those texts (0 which 1
refery the epistlo to the Helnews, chap. i,
verse-14 :i—t For we are made partakers
of Christ, if we hold the beginuing of our
confidence sicadfast to the end.”

What the beginning of the confidence of
theso Hebrows was, nnd which they are
hizre exhiorted to hold sieadfust, we see in

ctsii. They had lately murdered the

oh of God. Convinced that they had
done 8o, they were pricked in their liearts,
wlille at the same time they received the
word' gladly. These effects of the down-
pouring of the Holy Ghost as a comforter,
ahd as the Spirit of adaption, in opposition
tb the Spirit of bondage under the {aw, are
cotformuble to the account which Christ
;S:n:e of the effects of the Comforter, or

pitit of adoption, when he should come,
Joba xvi. 7-9. We seo these Jews, in
Atts i, convinced’ of sin because of their
unbelief, aud pricked to the heart; while
at-the' same time, convinced of righteous-
ness by the resurrection of Christ, they
received the word gladly, and rajoiced ; and
donbiless this was tho fiest period of the
Spirit of adoption. These persous, looking
back to their former lives, saw thero the
blackest stene of iniquity which ever dis-
graced the annals of maukind—the reject-
ing, betraying, and wurdering the everlast-
ing- Schovah manifost in the flesh. In
themselves, therefore, they were aliogether
itdespair, and perceived no ground of con-
fidence in God for the remission of sins,
the Holy Spirit, and eternal lite, but what
tho righteousness manifested in the resur-
roction of Christ, and the love displayed in
it, afforded them. On the other hand,
totwithstanding all the nggravativng of
their sing, they saw nothing wmore to pre-
vent their hopa than that of the apparently
most virtuous. Assured thut IEIG blood
which they had shed cleansed from ail sin;
certain that Christ had entered into rest,
Had overcome every obstacle whick could
opposd the vilest, or prevent the weakest,
and had promised saivation to every one
that believed; they could not but trust in
GID(} for the remission of sins, deliverance
from their power, and entering along with
Christ into his rest. To theso Hebruws,
tHen; after (in consequenceof receiving the
word gladly) they had for many years con-
tigued steadfastly in tho apostes’ doctrine,
and-fellowship, and in bizaking of bread,
apd in prayers, this spostle writes, «We
aro made partakers of Christ, if wo hold the

beginning of our confidenco stemdinat unto
the end.” W have seen what this begin
ning was.  Now this it is which they me
ohorted 1o hold fast.

And wo shall evidently sce how much
oceasion there is for an exhortation of this
kind, if we atteud a Jittls to the dange
Christians uro in, of turning asido fom the
tesitmony they aro .commanded 1o hear:
«"his is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am
well pleased.”

\\’K;on persons at first believe the gospel
of Gad, looking back to their former lives
thoy seo nothing but oue scene of unbelief,
or making God a liny, by rejecting tho tes-
tiony heshna given of his Son, and con.
sequendy of loving the world in prefereunce
1o God. Despairing then in themselves,
thoy think not at thia senson of building
the smullest hope upon anything they over
did or conld do; while on the other hand
(and which is inseparably conneeted with
the former) nous of their sins, howover
great; can appear in the least digree to
affect the most livelv hope of salvation—
which comas unasked, which supposes sin,
and which is conferredd by the lova of God
through a divine rizhteousness, without the
smallest raspect to human worth. So that
that very thing which shuts them up from
all hope in self, occasipning the most
thovough selt-despair (that is, all men being
in one common situation beforo God, God
not vespecting iuman worth, or any thing
whereby one man stands distinguished from
his fellow, but according to his sovereign
grace, choosing some to eternal life in dis-
tinction from others); I say thut very thing
-which shuts np from hopoe in sclf, effectu-
ally takes away all that despair of salva.ion
which greatness of sin, or any other thing
could produce.

Thus it is with Christians hearing the
word of God, and free from the doctriues
and commandments of men, when they finst
believe the gospel. But alas! how often
may it be said, “How is the gold become
dimn, how is the mest fine gold changed I”
When men believe the gospel, they receive
the truth in the love of il; for the natural
cunstquenco of secing nothing between
them and eternal misery, but the work of
Jeaus Chirist, is above all things to Jove and
prize Him, who, that he might become a
vefuge fiom ovory storm, *though bo wus
in the form of God, took upon iliw the
form of a servant, beemae obedient to the
deathof the cross, and hid not his face from
shame and spitting.” Again, the necessary
efiect of Jove is, the feelings of love, and the
natural cousequence of both, the pleasing
the beloved object, which, with regard to
Jesus Christ, consists in keeping bis com-
inandments. The necessiry consequence,
also, of belioving the gl tdings that
Christ bas becomo a sucnlice for sin, and
that in this Jehovab is well ploased, s the
hope of a participation of all things which
Christ was manifested to bestow. The
natural consequeuce of sceing God mnni-
festing his justice, a3 well as his mercy, in
the remission of sins, is hope in God's
mercy, as nothing but the justice of God

can appear to opposo this. ‘Lho conse-
quence of knowing the purpose of the

wnuifestution of the Son of Gad ta ddliver
fiom sin, and tho eternnl design of God to,
save 4 peoply fiom all iniquity, to havo
fellowship with him in the contemplation
and possession of his perfections, 1a the
carnest desive of sanctification and confor-
mity to Christ; winlo the effvet of knowing,
that Jesus, in overcoming every obatacle
which could oppoze his entarving into 10,
ovoreame it tho same time every obstacle
which could prevent the chicf of sinners, is
the -hape of entering into the same rest.
Further, the necesawry consequenco of this
hopa is joy and peace.  Aud once more,
the nutural effect of the beliof of his bumi-
tiation, who, on itccount of sng,~—not his
own, but his peoples—eudured at onco the
hiding of the lfuther's countznance, the
temptations of the dovil, and the perscen-
cutions of men, must be repentance and
Godly sorrow for those sins which thus
brought the Son of Gad to the crose, Thua
then are love, obedicnce, hope, repentance,
produced by the faith of tho gospel; and
so far all is well, and in its proper place.
But alas! how often and how andly is the
wholo 1eversed. It is true, that all thedo
things aro the inseparable ovidences and
eftects of tho truth bieing belisved; but the
heart of man iz desperately wicked, and
deceitful above all things, ever praugs to set
tho traths of God at variauce.  Under the
pretence of exummniug by these thingys
whether or not the truth is helioved (whielyy
is not improper, but often enjoined in Scrip-
ture), theze things are put instead of that
truth which produces them. The intention
and naturo of self-examiuation scems to be-
this: when # man bas firm belief in God's
mercy, and thinks that bis hope is alto-
gether founded upon the work of Jesus
Christ, ho is called to examine whother or
not it produces thoso eflects which hope
apon the true foundation ever must produce,
But it often happens that men, instead of
examiving themselves in consequence of
the auswer of a good couscience towards
God Uy the rvesurrection of Jesus Christ,
and while enjoying the sense of the remis-
sion of sins through his sacnfice, examine
their evidences of Chrirtianity, that is their
love, obedience, hope, joy, peace and re-
pentauce, wken their consciences are bur-
dened with a seuse of yuilt, and so plainly
put these evidences m place of the blood of
Jesus Christ.

1ecre let us pause.  Is tho beginning of
theconfidence thus kept steadfast { or rather,
do not all such give up the confidence and
rejoicing of the hope, being moved away
from the hopeo of the gospel? When the
gospel was first believed, when they were
oppressed by a senso of cuilt, and destiluto
of every avidenco of Cliistinnity, they had
then no other recource but the blood of
Jesns, Mo was then as rivers of water in
a dry plice, and the shadow of a great rock
in a weary kind.  But now—tiwey have
other waters and other rocks besides him;
now, when oppressed by seuse of guilt,
they can fly away to their evidences, slight-
ing tho evidence of the good pleasure of
God in the work of bis beloved Son, mani-
fested in his resurrection from the dead!
Thus there is a distinction made besweon



