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BTEADFAST CONFIDENCE. beginning of our contidence ste:nlinît nto maifestation of the son of (o to duliver
the eil." h m o seen whait this lin fiam sin, anîd tho eterinni dein of tid to.

I ait not Inacuainted w4h your per- »ig wasl8. Nw Itii it in which they iss sai:vo a peopilo fiom ail iiqiuiity, to hava
plexities, and I shaill tell how my mlind-used e-uhorud te hold finst. fellowtshipi thli himll ;1n the conlemuplation
te wYork in producing then,. I thoughzl, And we sha': evideitiv sceo how mauch aind posion of li-% erfectin, a Ihe

viti iyepolf, "Since I haire plofesed uhe occaioi fhcre is for an eoxlu'îtation of this earnesl desire ofaaiction nd confor-

gospel; I haîve acted inconsistently wilh il kind, if we attend a little to the d:nge mity to christ; whle the elffect of lnowing,
-.more so, I fear, thau a Cliisitian could. ChristiaIns aire ii, of turning asidîo f. mn the tlit .s.<. in% OvercoinIig every obstiacle
If I in a Ch)risian now, I ias ove tiheiat t non they aro.comandedl a har: which eouîld oppose his ent'ring into lo st,
for no change has happened in ny views -This is my b'loved Son, in wholmi I amn m nl he samîc timîo eerv ob'stiaelu
of the Gospel; therefor I fear I ama not welo pleased." n hii couldi plievent the chief o<f iinirs, in
oake at- all." Tius was I ready te bo led Whn persons at flirst believo tho gopel the - ipf entering ino the sane rest.
either te desprir on the one hand, or to a of God, lookiig back to their former lives le'rther, thi neearv conseqneo of the
cotifidencefouiided on my Chri01iancarac- hey se nothiig but o s cenof uibelif, hfo is jol and pea ce. Anl once more,
ter on the otiher. or naîking God a liar, by rej.ctiing the te.- the naturail effct of the belief of hisbinmi-

But this kind of reasoning goes oppogite îtîînony hosIlls given of his Son, anîîd cont. lia>iin, who, on aCcoint of muiîî,-iot his

to-the whole tenor of the Scriptures. Con-| sequenty of loving the Voild in prefeience own, his li >coplet,-umidti at Once tle

aider; as thé Rumen of thoset s x te whicl , to God. Despairing then inà î)itmselves, Iling of the V,4hther's Coiitenianlce, the
refer,: the- epistie te the leliews, chaip. iii., 'hey think not at thui season of bilsding ienîtations of the devil, andl te persecu-
veu-14:-" For we'are made partakers the smallestitl hope tapon an'ythiig they ever cuiouis of nil, iust be repentanice and

of Chirist, ifwe kold the begining of our ilid or could do; whieo on tho tlier hand od1y sorrowo for thoso sis wiich thus

confdence sicadfast te the end." (anld lhich is iiiseparably conieered witi bionghtthe Sun of God to the cross. Thus

What tlie beginning of the confidence of the forîtier) notte of ahliir sins, however then aire love, obedicice, hlopo, mpentance

these Hebrews was, und wiicht thev Are great, can appear in the least de-gree to produced by the faitlh of thc gospbl; and

?re exhorted te hold sto:tdfist, we see in affect the most livelv hope of salvation- o far ail is well, iand in its proper place.
t il. They 1b d lately murdered thi whicl comes inasked, wiiicl supposes si, But allusl how ofteil and liow% uusdly is the

-h' f God. Convinced that tileV haR nd ivbch is conferred by the lovo of Ged whole îeversed. It is true, tiaît all these

d'oWés, tley were priced in their i t, through a divine righteusness, withont the things are the inseparaîble evidences and

whlel nt tey saim rice tney received he smiailest respect toe hîtinal worth. Se that effects of the truih leing believed; but the

'Wrd- gladly. These effects of the down- that very thing which shîuîts then up fromt ieart of man is desperately wicked, and

pouring of the HOIy Ghost as a comforter, ail hope in self, occasioning the nost deceitful above ailt things, ever prtio te set

ahd as the Spirit of adoption, in opposition thorough sef-despair (that i, all men beîg the truths cf God at vrianice. Uider the

th the Spirit of bondage unimer the law, are in one common 3ituation before God, Gol pretenCo of exaîihmr itg by Ltes tlimugt.

coufornaîble te the account which Christ not respecting human worth, cr any thing wliether or not the ttiiii lelievcd (whielkî
we Of the effects Of the Comforter, or whereby one mssan stands distinguisied fron is not impropler, but cften eijoiiel il Serip.

epirit of adoption, whenî lie siould cone, lis fellow, but according te his soveregii turc), thee things are plut iitead cf ttnt

Jhà xvi. 7-9. We sec these Jews, in grace, choosing somte te eternal life in dis- trit whch produces themi. The intention

Atts ii., corvinced' of sin because of their tinction fron others); I saiy that very thing ansd nature cf self-exanation seems te hm

uhbelief, and pricked te theart nhile .which sliuts up fron hopu i self, effectu- this: Vien a mani has irin belief in Ooda

attho· samie time, convinced of righteous- ally takes away ail that despair of &;lvaIao mercy, and thinks that his hop is ailto-

iess by the resurrection of Christ, tbev which greatness of sin, or any other thiig gethter foutnded upon the voro esus

rtceived the word gladly, and reioiced t and couhl produce. Christ, lie i called tu examine whether or

dnhbless tiuis was thofirst period of the Thus it is with Christians hîearing the not i t proutices those effeCts whichII hopO
Spirit of adoption. These persons, looking >vord of God, and free frot the doctrines upon the tru foindatlion eCr mut produce.

iak to their former lites, saw there the and comnandmnents of men], when they fir.st it it often happens that eicn, iiistead of

bIlckest s!ene of iriquity which ever dis- believe the gospel. But atias! how often XIxaimniuiiig ltheiselves lu consequenco of

graeed the aunals of mankind-the reject- miay it be said, " How is the gold becone the aswer of a good .Conscience toward

ing, betraying and murdering the ereda.st- dimli, honw is ihe iest file gold changed i" God by the reiurrecion of Jesus Christ,

ing Jehiovaîh mainifest in thé flesh. In Whin mat believe thegospei, they receive a.nd while enjob ig thue ense of the remis-

theiselves, therefore, they were alethdier the truti in the love of il; for the natural sien of sins througl rlia ancinfice, examine

iri-despair, and perceived no ground of con- cusseqiueico o secirigf nothing bween their evildeiics of Chrisinity, that is théir

fidence in God for the remission of sins, them and eternal misery, but Ite work of love, Obedieice. hope, jONy pence and re-

the Holy Spirit, aind eternal life, but %%hat Je.,us Christ, is a'bovo nit things to love aud etanc, Ohena Ilher consciece.q are bur-

the righteouisness iaumnifested in the mesur- prize Imiii, who, that lie might becomtie a dened wit a sense of yniI, and so plainly

rctioni of Christ, and the love displayed in iefuge fism every storm, "thiough ho w.s put the-e e idences in place of the blood of

it, afforded them. On the oher Ïhand, iii tie forma of God, took upon Ilii tihe Jestus Christ.
rioiwithstanding ail the aggrar'atiunq of forma of a servant, lei.c.ae obedieit te the Here let ns pause. Is iho bieegininmug of
their sins, tley saw nothing inore to pre- death of the% cross,and hil not his, face froim thecoinfidenucethus kept steadfastl or rather,
vent their hop than that of'the apparently shaine and spitting." .Again, the necessary do not ai such give up the confidenice and
ruost virtinous. A.ssured that te blood effect of love is, thefedlings oflore,and the rCjoicing of the hope, bieitg taoved away
which they lad shed cleansed froin all sin; iatural consequeince of both, the pleasing fron the hope of the gospell Ihen the
certain that Christ had entered into rest, the beloved object, whiicl, vithl regatrd te gospel was lirst believed, n hen they wrvoe
lad overcome ovry obstacle which couiul .Jesus Chriit, conîsists in leeping his com- opprcssel by a seniso of guilt, :nd destitite
opposé the vilest, or prevent the weakebt, inandments. The necessary consequenc.e, of every evideico of Christianity, tly Iad
and hald promised salvation to every one aise, of believing the giand tidiugs that thent ne other reoirce Ibut the blood of
that believed; they could net but trust ia Christ has becoio a seruice for si, aid Jesus. le Ivs thon as rieu of wanter in
Gàd fqr the i-mission of sins, deliverance that in this Jehovai is Weil pleased, is the a dry place, and the shadow of a greuit rock
fr'om their power, and entering nlong w 1it 1 hpe ofa participation of all thiinPs whit in a weasry lanîd. But nlov-tiiey have
Obrist int his rtes. Te these lebr-svç, Christ woas maaa!festrd tu bestow. The otier waters and cher rocks lslides him;
tflent after (in consequence of receiving the natural consepieuce of seeing God iniaii- now, vlie cpressed bv a sese of guilt,
word gladiy) they had for many years con- festing bis juastice, as wel as lsis nercy, il thev can fiv aw'ayv to thmeir evidiences, sght-
tigued steagdatstly in the aposdes'doctrine, the remîission of sins, is hope in God's ing'tho evidence of th good pleasure of
apd.fellowship, and in 1.;:aking of bread, mercy, as nothing but the justice of God God in the work of his beloed Son, mni-
apd in prayers, this r.postlo writes, "We can appear te oppose this. 'Thie couse- fested in hi- re.,irre:ctioni frot thie dead!
are mande partakers of Christ, if Ivo hold the quenco of knowing tho purpose of the Thus there id a disiatintoi made hcivceou


