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tHBR JRITIC.

TRANCES.
HOW THURY MAY DE INDUCED.

About a fortnight ngo, I was driving through Hooghly Ba-
zaar (writes Dr. Esdnile, from the neighborhood of Calcutts)
and eaw o crowd collected bofore tho polico offi On asking
what was the sootter, I was told that a way had been appro-
hended in the act of stesling a boy, and that the parties were
inside. the guard-louss. Upon henring this, I entored the
hiouse, and found a boy of ten or twelve yoars old, sitting on the
lap of a imman who wos said to bave roscued binm. The boy was
half atupid, and ono of bis ayos was swollen ; 1 therefore order-
c¢d him to bo taken to the hospital. The culprit was then shown
to me. Ho said ho was u barber ; and a bundle coutaiving bis
implemeuts of trado, was produced ; this I carefully examined,
but only found the usnal bLarber's tools. The boy soon recov
cred his senses, and told me, readily and counsistently, the fol-
lowing tale, which I ngain heard him ropedt before the magis-
trato, in 8 different sequenco, but without a tittle of varintion,
Ho said, that early in the morning be went into 8 fieid close to
a house, and that shortly after, o strange man left the rond,and
camo up to him ; ng soon as ho was near him, he begun to mut-
ter chiarms, and then took hold of his hand ; very seon after, he
.Jpassed his hand acress his oyoe, and that thereupon hie lost lus
squsos, end only recollected that the. man léd him away, but
without force, and that he felt compelled to follow him. When
he came to hjs sonses, it was at the gate of Chanderuagcre, two
miles from whero he. bad met the men : aud this was all ke had
to spy. Ho had not eaten, drunk, or smoked,,in company with
the wan; and his mastor and friends all said he was a clovor,
well-behaved boy, and bad never been known to have fits, or
walk iu bis sleep. 1then examined the man who was said to
havo rascucd him; his evidence was to this effect . that on the
morning in question, he saw the boy, whom he kuew very well,
following & strange man ; that he stopped him, and asked what
ho was doing there? The boy made yo answer, and appeared
to be idiotic; upon sceing this, he became alarmed, brought
water to throw on Lis face, and used other means to revive him,
in which ho at lust succeeded. On again questioning him, he
‘aaid that he did not know why he was there; that he was ob-
liged to fullow that man, though he did not know bim, and af-
ter snying this, he fell down, and bruised bis eye on the ground.
In the wenn time, the man was makiog off, but was apprehend-
¢d, aud brought to Hooghly. I then called in the burber, and
thia was his story : he met the boy on the road erying nnd look-
ing stupid, and on asking hiw what niled him be suid that he
hod logt his way. Upon hoearing this, be degived the boy to ac-
company him to the police station, and that o policeman would
tuke hiwn howe. The strange nature of the trausaction, which-
ever side was true, strongly arrested my attention, and the
trade of tho mien roused my suspicions; as I had heard that
“borbers dn this country, while performing their tedious process.
os, could put poople to sleep; and reports are rife, all over the
country, of people having buoen obliged to follow persons who
bied charmed them; aud the victims are cutd lo bo usually
women  Tho barbers, all over the world, aro a shrewd, obsery-
ing race; their occupation brings thewm into.close contact with |
tho surfaces most acositive to the mesmeric influence ; and they
are, therelore, very likely to have bocome poesessed of the se-
cret of Mesmerism at an parly period, and perbaps 1t has des-
cended to them as o mystery of their eraft. I could only see
two roads out of the dilemma : it was cither » caso of netural, or

_nothing*

artificial somnambuylism ; and if the latter, how could it be
brought abont unless by Mesmerism?  As accident had mado
me a witness in tho case, I anticipated tnat I should bo called
upon to speak ns to the possibility of such o mode of abduction;
and ay I was completely ignorant of the subject. I dotormmcd
to mako oxperiments to satisfy mygelf. 1 thonght it probabls,
that if this could be done by Mesmorism, I ghould perhaps be
abls to inutato it, as tho greator power includes tho less; and
that T hiad only to stop short in the progress to insousibility, in
ordor to produce like effects, if ubtainable by this reans.

I thereforo reopaired to tho Jail Hospitsal, and mesmerisedo
man; in whom [ had subdued inflammation of the oye, by en-
trancing him several times ; but only went to the extent of in-
ducing the cataleptio tondenoy, and loaving him the power of
moving and heanring. but very imperfectly. At this point, I led
bim away, and then letting him go, he stalked to the other end
of the enclosure, till brought up by the wall ; being turned, he
walked in 4 straight line till some obsiacly ohstructed him, and
then stood helplessly still. If allowed to stand motionless for
some minutes, the trance deepaned, and ho beoame insonsiblo
to sounds ; by blowing in his oyes, and sddressing him all the
time, he revived, and "fopeated altor nio, with great oxactiioss,
botl; English and Hindostauee ; on awakening him, he had no
recollection of any part of his proceodings, and said that he had
never stirred from the spot, although he was at the opposite
cend of the enclosure from where we commenced. DBeing sum-
moned to tho Magistrate’s Court as a witness, I was asked, *if
I thought it practicable to earry off a person in the way de-
scribed in the ovidonee 2 I roglied, that « X thought it poysi-
ble, because T had just dono something very like it, by making
« prisoner follow me round the hospital enclosure, witbout his
knowing it." Tho mayistrate committed tho case; but when
it eame to be tried before the judge, it was found to be utterly
impossible to convey even a plimpse of my meaning in the
minds of the native law officers who had to try the case; and
the judge therefore asked me if I had any objection to show the
Moulavies in vourt that it was possible for cne person to miake
snother follow him involuntarily, as 1 daid. I answered, that
1 was willing to muke the experiment, but would engage to do
if he would order three men, whom I named, to be
sent for to Court, I would try what could be done,—the men to
be keptin total ignorance of our intentions.

In a day or two alter, I was requosted to attend the judge’s
court, which was crowded with Europeans and natives. Nazir
Maliomed was brought in, and placed at the bar: I mesmerised
bim iv o few minutes, and led him, with his arns catalepsed,

. out of the court, and get him walking down the road for some
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distance, making bis arms ngxd in any position, as longas I
pleused. 1 then replaced him at the bar, where the judge and
Moulavies all loudly addrossed him, without his paying any at-
tention to them; und they were obliged to ask me to awake
bim. This I did, and on buing asked from the bench, if ho had
loft the roum since he first entered it, ho confidently answered,

While they were spoaking to him in frout, I approach-

ed, unperceived, behind, and entranced bim on the spot, in the
act of speahing. The words died on his lips, and he_became
insensible to all voices {bat sddressed hiwm ; he was again awoke
by blowing in Lis ¢yes. Madub was put in the dock, and ho did
not see me on entering. Tho judge and Moulavies engaged him

! in conversation, and winle he was spoaking with aniation and

iutelligeuco, I catulepsed him ftoin behind, while in the usual.
praying stlitude of n prisoner 2t tho bar, and, in 8 mome:s, he



