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to the Chienge Sanitary News, * The crop of
1883 paid 8 per cont on the investment ;
the crop of 188+ was larger, but tha prices
prevailing were somewhat lower. There is
no question about the success of this farm,
and its history is a valuable one for the
numerous cities now considering the question
as to how to get ri! of sewage.”

At A New York Acapexy or MEDICINE
meeting recently, in a: discussion on the
cholera epidemic at Suspension Bridge, in
1854, and its lessons, Dr. A. L. Loomis, of
New York, said be was * of the impression
that the specific poison of cholera, like that
of typhoid fever, must undergo changes after
leaving the human system Lefore i5 would
become able to impart cholera to the healthy
person. He did not believe that cholera
could be developed spontaneousty but that
jts uative pluce was Bengal, from where all
epidemics in diflerenv parts of the worli
could trace their origin.” This seews to be
in accordance with the views, for the most
pars, ot uther authovities on the question.
1t may be possible, huwever, that the changes
in the specitic poison way take place, in
favorable conditions, while in the alimentary
canal, as well as, at other times, outside the

body; as, for example, when theve are in the
cannl accumulations of fermenting fecnl

matter.

Ix REFERENCE TO COxTAGIONS there is
evidently a great deal yet to be learned.
While Klien has been dining off a dish of
raw sholera bacilli, experiments at the Betlin
Hygienic Laboravory have proved, it appewrs,
that chese microbes when injected into the
duvdenum of wuimals give vise to unwmistuk-
able symptoms of chelera and death of the
animuls, as detailed on unother page.  Fur-
thermore, the experiments of Drs. Maurin
aud Lange, referred to in the October num-
ber of this JoURNAL, have demonstrated that
the bacilli are innocnous as bacilli, but that
when they find a suitable soil they develop a
mucor or mould which these experimento s
regard as the true cholera poison. If all this be
considered together, it might be inferred that
1 certain conditions of the stomach and
bowels the bacilli might be swallowed with
impunity—they might be digested, or, even
escaping destruction in this way, fail to find
suitable soil for development of the real

poison or mucor; while in certain other con-
ditions of the alimentary canal they might
meet with couditions favourable for such
development, and so produce the symptons of
the disease. If the practice of swallowing
the bacilli were to become common, possibly
all might not fare so well as Aid Klien.
When we consider the marvellous character-
istics of these lowest forms of life, and what
effect the minutest chemical change way
have upon them, as veferred to by Prof.
Tyadall (page 57) wo need not be surprised
at these seemingly conflicting resclts of ex-
periments.

At TuE Crionera CoNFERENCE held last
month in Washington, D. C., Canada was
vepresented by Dr. Montizambert, quarantine
officer of Grrosse Isle; Ontario, by Dr. Covorn-
ton, Chairman Provincial board of Healeh;
and Torouto City, by the city healtk otficer.
"The meeting was a representative one, all’ the
State Boards, and about seventy-five of the
City Boards veing represonted.  Three com-
mittees were appointed: one onFederal legis-
lation, one on Stute action, of which Dr. Cov-
ernton, of Tovonto, was a member, and a third
on Municipal action. 'The priucipal work of
the first committee was that of framing a
Uill for the reorganization of the National
Board of Health, and to take steps to prevent
vessels from infected ports landing, unless
previously fumigated and disinfected. The
report of this Committee was adopted and
the Committee was instructed to confer with
the Public Health Committee of Congress.
Phe draft of a bill was vead, and the “mem-
bers of the Pablic Healsh Committee of
Congress expressed themselves as in harmony
with the principles of it. The Committee
on State Action veported favorably as to
harmonicus action wunong several States of
she Union in refevence to the cholera. The
Committee on Municipal Action submitted a
report containing recommendations which
have been made over and over again ia this
JOURNAL.

INCREASED INTEREST IN HYGIENE, public
and private, seems to be universal in all
parts of the civilized world. The foremost
men everywhere are thowing their interest
in the prc"lotiou of Lealth, and papers and
periodicals of all sorts devote a portion of
their space to the education of the people in



