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maintain. These institutions are not
economnically profitable. The statis-
ties of their results are misleading, in-
asmunch as they get rid of all unfavor-
aIle patients and keep only incipient
or favorable cases. Autopsies show
that, tuberculosis has existed at soine
tiiiie during the life of a very large

l-oportion of persons who die, and
without sanatorimun treatnent these
cases have recovered. The secret of
treatmnent is to raise the reSistinIg

power of the individual, which can
be doue by sanitary refo rms, better
tenements. and better feeding. The
resuits in dispensaries are about as

good as in sanatoria. With patients
treatcl in better homes and cared for
medically in dispensiries, all those
ab)le to work will be able to aid
in the maintenance of themselves and
their families. For all these reasons
the author conclides that it is useless
te m1nultiply sanatoria for inicipient
cases. it being of more value to sup-

ply the incurable with a home where
thev can live without danger of in-
feti ng others.

Ophthalmol- A. A. Hubbell, N e w
ogy and Yor (J0urnal 1. M. I.
Gleneral .. .
Practice. June 26), i bis chair-

man's address before the Section on
Ophthalnology of the Amnerican Medi-
cal Association, after first noticing
some features of the prograim, speaks
of the insufficient attention given (o
ophthalhology in medical schools and
the too limi.ted qualifications of the
general practitioner in this line. Too
many physicians are inclned to dii-
Miss eve cases, and the result is the
encroachment of the still more un-
qualified commercial " optoimetrist."
T e some complaint also to be
made of the professed ophthalmolog-
ist who too often begins his work as
a specialist with a too superficial

knowledge of the subject and without
experience i general mnedicinie. The
tendency to separate ophthalmology
fromn general practice too exclusively,
is also a hariful factor as is also the
lack of any legal qualifications beyond
that of the general practitioner for
any specialty. As to the remedy, Hlub-
bell says that we can first strive to
disabuse the puiblic. the profession at
large, and the medical school authori-
ties that ophthalhology is so suited
to exclusive study and so separate
fromn other departments of mcdicine
that it should be set off by itself and
made only a, voluntary subject for
study and practice. It is not difficulit
to comprehend, and the diseases ot
the eve are the lasti that should be ex-
cluded fromn the physiciai's practice.
as they are to be found everyvwhere,
and wmith an ordinary knowledge of
the subject. the general practitioaîer
can do verv much good and render to
bis patients the assistance tbey are en-
fitled to expect. Accompanying a
change in public and professional sen-
timent in this wav there should be a
corresponding change in medical
teaching which will enable the general
practitioner to acquire a sufficient
amount of ophtbalhnic knowledge to
ineet his future needs as a family phy-
sician. The subject should not be a
voluntary one in bis medical course
and it should be .sufficiently taught to
qualify the graduate to treat all or-
dinais, and infectious diseases of the
eye, to distinguish between mild and
severe ones, to treat injuries of the
eye which are superficial and uncom-
ricated, and to examine for refrac-
tion errors and correct at lcast the
simple formns. le would add also a
supplementary examination by the

state board covering these points, the

suc'cessful passing of which would be

one of the conditions for license to


