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those, of health, but the intimate materis mor" and the esd
methodus agendi, we only now see " as through a glass darkly.
It is therefore better to avoid all unknown explanations and
strictly hold fast to the truth-nor on any account travel U.
yend its precinct, after the transient splendour or aun appatent
mental netcor, lest we be beguiled and lost in error's nazy way. Speak-
ing of the production of dropsies, Dr T. remarks, dropsy "is an indica-
tion of a disturbed state of the circulation-such as permits a portion of
the serum of the blood, or of the liquor sanguinis, &c., to fransdde
through the parietes of the small blood vessels." Subsequently he-ex-
plains the vascular derangement by observing, it 'is aretarded retora
of the blood through the veins of the parts, &c., the blood accumnlates
in the capillaries, which are, to a certain extent, relieved by the trina-
sudation of the liquid pcrtion." Now we weuld observe that these
statements do not really shed any light upon the red causeof the4ià.
order, were they merely intended to be significant of certain linksin the
chain of causation, the last perhaps that is commonly pppreciableapd
to impily, that of other agencies, unknown, they were but the effectseor
associates, they might pass unchallenged ; but if, as th:ey are-con»êead
to be, in themselves competent to account for the occurrences to whicb
they relate, we must be pernitted to record our dissent from suchaa
opinion. To accept as sufficient such a theory,-is muchahM same athie
faith of the Eastern sages who believe the earth rests on a toitoise,apd
are so satisfied as te leave unasked what supports the tortoise. InFjos-
tice to Dr. T., it must be said that, elsewhere than in the passagea
quoted, he informs the reader that the derangement rnay be created by
different agencies, as for example poverty of the blood, pressure onethe
-veins, heart disease, inflammation in the superimposed, skin, &c. This
is certaiily progressing in the proper direction, bat it is not xight whern
stopped here to fall in to generaitions. A careful perquisition of the
entire subject of dropsies, particularly of a clinical kind, will declare tlhat
'there are many phenonena in the supervention and progress of these
complaints, which the above explanations, with all their extensin3,
fail to meet. Two or three occur to us at the pre>ent time, which rmay
be briefly stated, as follows :-If dropsy be merely the resuilt cf an infit-
tration-mezhanical as it is fashionable to say-of serum into serous
cavities, or cellular tissue, or bth; how is it that the fluid su extravas-
ated, not only differs in its integrant composition fromu healthy blood-
serum, but is aiso dissimilar to the sernm of the blood procured from the
patient immediately, or ut the time, the sulject of the disorder. If-the
dropsical fluid be a mere escape, a least it should be similar to the
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