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drugs, has undergone some modification. The changes thus made,
will, we think, be a.dnnl;ted by all to be a distinct improvement.

Witli the alteration in the deseription of the drugs, numerous alter-
ations in nomenclature have been made. Hydrochlorates are in
future to be called hydrochlorides, and hydrobromates, hydrobromides.
The Pharmacopeeia no longer speaks of bromide of sodium, carbonate

£ lithium, &e., but of sodium bromide, lHthium carbonate, & Car-
bolic acid is now termed phenol, and arsenious acid, arsenious anhy-
dride. Many of the Latin names have also been altered. Creasotum
is now spelt creosobum, and asafcetida. asafetida. Ipecacuanha
becomes ipecacuanhe radix, and gelsemium, gelsemii radix, coca
becomes coce folia, &e. The words aloin, pepsin, and pyroxylin,
become now aloinmmn, pepsinum, and pyrosylinum. Tabelle nitro-
glycerini become tabellse trinitrini, while the modified preparations of
lunar caustic become now argenti nitras mitigatus, and argenti nitras
induratus. Another change is in the gender of all names ending in
“us,” such as carbonas, tartras, &c. Such were formerly regarded as
feminine, now they are regarded as musculine, and associated adjectives
must correspond. This brings the English Pharmacopeeia in line with
those of continental Europe and of America.

Considerable freedom has been exercised in the matter of discard-
ing obsolete drugs. The names of 188 have been dropped from the
present edition. In regard to the great majority of these, we are sure
that the general feeling will be one of thankfulness. As to a few of
the omissions, however, the feeling with wany in Canada will be that
of surprise. We are at a loss to understand, why cinchonine and
cinchonidine should have been dropped, or veratrum viride with all
its preparations, or extract of aconite, acetic extract of colchicum, and
extract of socrotrine aloes. Possibly some of these may reappear in
the addendum shortly to be published.

Examining more carefully the list of drugs omitted we note that,
all the cataplasmata, enemata, vapores, and most of the decocta have
disappeared. The reason given by Dr. Leech in a recent article, is
that the Pharmacopeeia is not issued for the purpose of indicating the
methods in which drugs may be employed. Doubtless in this the
profession generally will agree with him. In this inder expuraga-
torius we also note that all dietetic substances, such as pearl barley
flour, bread crumbs, eggs, milk, cucumbers, lettuce, vinegar, &e., sub-
stances,, swhich, -as the Lfmcet suys; were mtmmbely assocxatcd in’the’
plotessxonal mind wlbh the’ conshi;uents of a. sa.lad or” 'w1thv thie mde\r
to Mrs. Beaton’s domestic pharmacopeeia, ‘are-no longer. stamped with
the official brand. With these have dla‘\ppcared most of the domestic



