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that death by her, by accidental collision with herself, shall
from its very velocity, be freed of pain. For pain is a product
of time. To experience pain the impression producing it
must be transmitted from the injured part of the living body
to the conscious centre, must be received at the conscious
centre and must be recognized by the mind as a re-
ception; the last act being in truth the conscious act.
In the great majority of deaths from natural accidents
there is not sufficient time for the accomplishment ol these
progressive steps by which the consciousness is reached. The
unconsciousness of existence is thie first and last fact inflicted
upon the stricken organisma: the destruction is so inighty
that the sense of it is not revealed.

The duration of time intended by Nature to extend be-
tween the birth of the individual aud his natural cuthanasia
is undetermined, except in an approximative degree.  From
the first, the steady, stealthy attraction of the earth is ever tel-
ling upon the living body. Some force liberated from the
body during life enables it, by self-coutrolled resistance, to
overcome its own weight.  For a given part of its eyele the
force produced is so citicient that the body grows as well as
moves by its ageney against weight @ but this special stage is
limited to an extreme, say thirty years. There is, then, an
other period, limited probably also to thirty years, during
which the living structure in its full development mnaintains
its resistance to its weight.  Finally, there comes a time when
this resistance begins to fail, so that the earth, which never for
a moinent loses her grasp, commences and continues to prevail,
and after a struggle, extended from twenty to thirty years,
conquers, bringing the exhausted organism, which has daily
approached nearcer and nearer to her dead self, into her dead
bosom.

Why the excess of power developed during growth or
ascent of life should be limited as to time; wby the power
that maintains the developed body on the level plain should
be Hited as to time ; why the power shouid decline so that
the earth should be allowed to prevail and bring descent of
life, are problems as yet unsolved.  We call the foree that re-
sists the earth vital.  We say it resists death, we speak of it
as stronger in the vounyg than in the old; but we know uo-
thing move of it really, from a physical point of view. thau
that while it exists it opposes terrestrial weight sufficiently
to enable the body to move with freedom on the surface of
the earth.

These facic we accept as ultimate facts. To say that the
animal is at birth endowed with some reserved forvee, some-



