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that death by her, by accidental collision with herself, shall
froin its very velocity, be freed of pain. For pain is a product
of tine. To experience pain the impression producing it
must be transnitted from the injured part of the living body
to the conscious centre, must be received at the conscious
centre and must be recognized by the mind as a re-
ception ; the last act being in truth the conscious act.
In the great majority of deaths fromi natural accidents
there is not suffiemit time for the accomplishment of these
progressive steps by whicli the coisciusness is reached. The
unconsciousness of existence is the tirst and last het inflicted
ipon the stricken organism: tie destruction is so nighty
that the sense of it is not revealed.

The duration of timie intended by Nature to extend be-
tween the birth of the individual ai his nîatural euthanasia
is undeterinîed, except im an approxiuative degree. Fromt
the tirst, the steady, stealthy attraction of the earth is ever tel-
ling upon the living body. Some force liberated froin the
body during life enables it, by self-controlled resistance, to
overcoie its owi weight. For a givei part of its cycle the
force producedi is so efficient that the body grows as well as
moeves by its agency against weight: but this special stage is
limited to au extreimle, say thirty years. There is, then. an
otier period, limnited probably also to thirty years, during
wlhieh the living structure in its full developinent inaintains
its resistance to its ' eiglt. Finally, there cones a tine wlien
this resistance begins te fail, so that the earth, which never for
a moment loses ber grasp, commences aud continues to prevail,
and after a struggle, extendeil frin twenlty to thirty years,
on(uers, briinging the exhausted organlismn, whiich lias daily

approached nearer and learer to her dead self, into her dlead
bosoin.

Why the excess of power developed during growth or
ascent tf life should be liîited as te time ; why the )owe..r
that mainitains the developed body on the level plainî should
lie liiited as to timne ; wh1y the power shouid declinec so that
tie earth slould he allowed to prevail and bring descent of
life, are problemls as yet unsolved. We call the force that re-
SISts the earti vital. We say it resists death, we speak of it
as stroniger in the young than in the old ; '>ut we knîow nlo-
t hing more if it really, from a physieal point of view, than
that while it exists it opposes terrestrial weight sutliciently
to enable the body to miiove with freedon ou the surface cf
the earth.

These factz we accept as ultimate Ihets. To say that the
aniial is at birti endowed with soeinî roserved force, serme-


