
DISTORTIONS 0P THE IJUMAN CRANIUM. 0

somne of the customs of E urope's prehistorie tribes. The subjeet thus
referred to was*first brouglit by me, under the notice of ethnologists,
in a paper on the supposed American cranial type, read beforo the
Anierican Association for the Advancement of Science, at its Mon-
treal n.aeting in August, 1857,* and submitted to the notice
of tlie iEthnological, section of the Britishi Association, at the
Dublin meeting in the same year.t In t bis I selected the Barrie
skull as exhibiting in a remarkablo manner the peculiarities of the
vertical occiput ; and after quoting the above remarlâs of Dr. Morton
on the corresponding feature, as it occurs both in the Scioto Mound-
skull, and in many Peruvian crania, the paper thus proceeds:

I think it extrcmely probable that furthcr investigation will tend to the con.
clusion that the vertical or flattened occiput, iristead of bcing a typical character-
ietie, pertains entirely to the class of artificial modifications Of the natural craniuzn
familiar to the Americani ethuologist alike in the diselosures of ancient graves,
and in the customs of iwidcly separated living tribes. in this I arn furthcr
confirmed by the remark of' Dr. Morton in refèence to tue Peruvian cramia-
IlThese heads are rcmarkable, not ouly for their smallness, but also for their
irregularity; for iii the Nvhole series in my possession there is but one that eau be
calied symmetrical. This irregularity chiefiy consists9 in the greater projection of
the occiput to one aide than the other, sliowing in sonie instances a surprising
dcgrce of Cleformity. As this Condition !S as often obscrved on one side ns the
other, it is not to be attributcd to the intentional application of mechanical force;
on the contrary, it is to a certain dcgrc commun to t he whole American race,
tind is zoinetiîncs, no doubt, incrcascd by the manner in which the child is placed
in the cr.idle."t To this Dr. Morton subscquently nddcd in describing an
unsymmietrical Mexican skull : «I I had almost omitted the remnrk, that this
irregularity of form is common in, and peculiar to, Anzcrican crania."§ The
lattr remark, however, is too wide a generalization. 1 have repcatedly notcd
the like unsymmetrical characteristies in the brachycephalic crania of the Scottish
barî'ows ; and it lias occurrcd to my mind, on more than oue occasion, whether
such may neL furnish an indication of sorte partial compression, dependent, it
may be, on the mode of nurture in infaney, having tended, in their case also, if not
to produce, to exsggerate the short longitudinal diamecter, which constitutes one of
their most remarkable characteristics.

rirom this it 'will be seen that, so early as 1857ý, 1 had given ex-
pression to an idea formed previously to my leaving Scotland in 1853,
relative to undesigned artificial, changes wrought on crania recovered
from Scottiali barrows, and wvhichi 1 conceived to be traceable to the

*Canadiam Jour-nal, Vol. IL., p. -400.
t Edia7burgh PZhilosoph. Journal, N. S., Vol. VIL., p. 1.
4Cranila Aniericaus, p. 115.
§ Types of ilankind, p. 141.

403


