
238 MISCR LLANEOUS.

iniproved mnuas of production te c>thers. Sitice 1851 almost every producing
country in Europe, many of Our colonies, and America, have recognized the impor-
tance and necc3sity for holding such industrial gatberings. The nature of the
articles produeed for home consumption and forcign mark'ets eau best be made
known by such Exhibitions, nd the-, serve as finger-posts in the history of indus-
trial progress. The produciug powers of our colonies demand of England that
their capabilities to supply the markets of the world with every description of
produce should bo made koown periodieally in the nietropolis of tbe empire. The
produets of the animal, vegetable, and minerai kingdoms are botter understood and
more closely studied now than formerly, and are daily adding new substances and
inereased comforts for our use, and such Exhibitions tend to direct the mind of
working communities te peaceable occupations 'and competitions, and t!xereby
induce more friendly interchanges 'with foreiga nations.

WHLAT IT SIIOULD Br-

Th. 1 U-;iibition of 1851 has been described as a piece of barbarie pomp--of
gorgeons colours and heaped-up wealth, and not a museum of Western progress.
How far sueh a description is correct the publieceau judge; it must, bowever, be
the objcct of the Society of Arts, in enrrving out the Exhibition of 1881, to place
it before the world ia such a form as shall lezve no doubt as bo its beiog an Exhi-
bition illustrative of progress. [n order to tlie attainment of that end, it must in
every respect be a Pcople's Exhibition, paid for by the peoples shillings. The
resuits of the Exhibition of 1851 are coaclusive evidence that no necessity exista
for special subseriptions or go7crnment subsidy. It should be an educationni
exhibition, cnabling us by comparison, in classes, to sec wherein we are deficient
as a manufitcturing nation, and in what direction to look for improved appliances
or raw inaterials, thcreby enabling us ilie better to compete 'with forcign producers.
It miust teach us what thse people of other lands appreciate, and would purchase
from us, if produced by our manufactiurers, thereby extcnding the trade of the
eountry and opening up commerce in directions nt present littie supplied ; as in
the case of thse Indian markect, where, to quote the words of Colonel Sykes, Chair-
mian of tise East ludia Company, IlVery little of the personal clothin g of
150,000,000 of people in India is exported bo India, sud nonc of it ia the form, of
fabries in whichi the articles of clothing are wvorn, an omission whicb the mnanufac-
turers of Enugland mighit surcly supply." It should bc a Universai or Free Trade
Exhibition, an far as is consistent with the iaws of the country. It sbould be a
Compamative Exhibition-the cottons of Manchester and Glasgow aide by side
with those of France aud America-the linens of Irclaad by those of ]3elgium-
the wools of Enland, Australia, and Thibet in close proxirnity.

Lt should be a Classificd Exhibition: hiow% entirely distinct muat it be thon froas
the Exhibitiono£f1851. Who that had occasion to coilect the information coDnin-
cd in that E xhibition, as every member of thse press wvho wrotc for the guidance
and instruction of tho public had, but feit tise waut of classification? To have
beeon able te have comparcd tise porcelain of Sèvres, Belgiuni, .Austria, Dresden,
B3erlin, and Prdssia, Nvith that of Staffordshire, Worcestersbire, and otlier parts of
thse United Xiingdom, what an incomparable advantage would it have bocal1 How


