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HAVE AN EYE UPON TIIL FOUNI)NIION.

IN (t recetit exnusiîîation tif candidates fur audision~ ta a highi
jbchooi, 1.12 wrr exainied, aud 118 of tReien adiinittecd.
.1'Iî xtinaitiaui in arithietic fell uniler îny au'u Supervision.

'lRu pip er, colîîprit;ad twciîty questions anid probh'ins, (lie first
of %%- icIuk vas titis ; lui tae iiunîbler 8,421 , the 4 exprees hio%
muauily Ltties as mîucolî as tRhe 2 ? TwonQlty-aîglit gave tlie correct
anisuer, twcnty tines as nuci. Soîine ai thein gave it diîectly
front iîispectiaiî. but inost ai tluem obtaiiied tRie answer by di-
vidiiug, ini a farmnati tantet, 100 by '20. Two athiers obtaiuicd
anu npproxiintehy correct :înswcer by dividiiîg -100 by 21 ,tlîe
errer, probabl3 resultîîîg fron licedlesanesB 1Riry twoaliers
gave for ai ts r tcit tintes as nîtîceli, discriiîîiîîatinig corret.y
il! regard te theo places Gi tii figures, wlitottt rcgardiitg the
(difference il) tRue fleures tRucuîîîcives. Of tîte rcîîîaîning eigbity
nti5tver.4, îît anle indicatcd ny kiiowledIgeofa thie 1.fUnntal
hîw% ai nuntaration. Thio answers ivere varions, and absurd na

ie inîagiricd. .Thîus; 2, 4., *200,'100, 380, 398, ý, J, .2. .02,
o. inany atteiRting lia nue whatever.
T'ie. ae of these candidatcs avarages porhîaps a yery little

short oi lifteen years. M~any oi tha-e i'hîo failedl ai admission
wiRR nat rcttîrî ta QcRîool agaiîî. Atd inany ai titasa Nviîa Nvero
a(inittod, %viii drapt ont ai schtool hofore tiîey racit the hast year
ai thie couriie, ta irhiieh aloute arithrtetic. in assigîîcd.

Who hanve lio reasoî ta suppose thiat tii examinattan is pe-
<ruiar. Other exaîiimiatiaiîs may reveil facts equally startling.
Ilere, thon, is a lar-go class ai Young matin, 101to have fii~itied
tiîcir scliool edticatiait, ignoarant ai tRhe very rudimnts ai arith-
initiol R ave thîcy recciveil iront aur sctcols ait tiîey are tîîtltled
ta ? Is it necassaî,'y tliat bo iîîaîiy yotîiv mni shali enter upan
the practical daties ai ifi sa paorly IuaÎified ? Shahl the baast-
ed improvemtents ln eclucation always exitibit stîch disgracefil
iires?

T.hic is mîteli said in thtase tintas about the disproportion ai
time spetit %ipon aritlitic. 'rîat xtwtst give place, it is said, ta
aite aui anothier of thie new btîb)jeetg tRiaL are crowdiîîg lîtto aur
ýSchoals.

lu view ai thcse mects, it becoies teachiers, aiid ail iuterestcd
indâlcation, ta cansidorw~hîethîcr sitcl rosits are satisiactary, or

il tRiaL ought ta ha cxpected. If thîay arecitat sufficient. anîd nat
all tiiat cauld bc reasanahly Iooked for or demauded, dieu thie
cause ai tRie dcficicîîcy shouhd Rie bouglt, aîd thie rciaedï.ap)licd.

Ifthe cause ho iouîtd in defoctivo rnotiads ai toeRî ine, tRie
yeti) edy la ob viomushy l thie improving ai tiiose niethods. ffit Re
in thea lachi ai tinia, thoan IL beconies iiccossary ta consider tRio
relative importanceo xaritiixuctie, and( thiose nciv studîes which
have been allowel ta (livide thie tune %vith aritlînietie. If tRia
cause ba ini tRia nture ai thie stîbject and ai tRie youtthfülnl md,
titen a ms<jarity ai aur schiolars may as well despatr ai a camnpa-
tejît kaoivhedge ofinrithnietic, aind dcvote tîcirtfinie to soinetiîing
thtat Vroinise botter resuits.

Thîts questiaot, douttiss, affhi.r ooui for~ differajice of opinion.
But IL is dccidod, 1 hahieve, by conîpetont jttdgcse, aioîig ivîoim
ntay ha rcc-ondth Rat ha nted rniaba Ra 3,o
Englisli IIigh Sebool, tiait wbioin tia olle Wotdd M~imaîd a botter
juîde an thtis stibjeet. lit lus lecture deivcred hoforo tRhe

American Iîtstitute ai Istructiont, in 1831, ie says: thie power oi
reasoning is an essentiai aittriRmto of tuait, ana if there hli any
department ai huniau science attalîtablo hy il, iL tîttst lie
inathenîatics, silice tiera is no ather kiîîd ai rcasonînýig, ini iricRi
tha data arc sa weil dofinede tRio Stops ai the proccss so short

id tiltitntely concectod, auId thie re.-tit no periectly satisfac-
tory.

'flic autliorities are amle, thiat thiaugli ahi îninds are nat
eqnnlly adapted ta tîtatieniatical rcasoning, yet thîey are suflicient-
1y iveR adapd ta secure, ivith ratiouial tcaciting and zealous
hearning. on the part ai a great ntajority oi tiiose whu gradîtata
front ourgra mnarschoRs, fat: botter restilts thai. -ire siion in
the examin atian bora descrihed.

flafore it hae datermncd thtat insufficieut Lime is naw allowcd
for arithnictie, it would ho well for teacîters ta look we'll ta tliair
motbads. Itmay ho tRiaLtteir thcary is iaulty. IL may ha that
tbay overhoak soniothing ln the very faiudatiou, or assume, con-
trary ta iact, tRiaL theio Lundatian, is ai riglit ; antd tRimait is, thiat
tha superstructure faîha at theo tinue ai trial.

1 was once sittimg hy a distinguislîed teaclier, wîhiile lia %%as
conducting a recitatian on tRio laws for ca iigLatin paet.ry.
.As a scholar was ropeatiuîg a ruile inii hiciî tue wvord penuli oc-
curred, 1 suggcsted ta thio toacher a danht, wvRitiior thie sciiobar
knowv the wucaniutg ai thuat word. Of cours(. lie doas, anwovred
tRie teachter. But oui trial, it xvas praved tRiat lie and -,evertl
others ini tRia class wcre not possscd ai dit hiîîawhodge. lThe
teacherivwas.astoiiishîod; and doubthoss lbas over siîtce haakei it ore
carcfilyta thue foundatian lie was huildin'g upail. llad the
teatcherso aihose catuidates beau mnore cariul ta k,îortl-tttheir
pultilswevrc ivebi grotinded ait tha lnws ai iitumoratioxi, hefore

priting tiant ta procced bliîîdhY la the application oi titosa
I w acomplicated procosses, how nucit af tRie dîsappointttent

and mortification ai bath teachuers and sciohars iniglît hava beeu
spnred, nid how différent iigbt ho tRie future afi naîiy ai thtoe
schalars.

It hecrnes tItane teachiers iio tliai. the z1iartest Nyvay ta geL

tlîcir pupilri i,îto thie Iligh Schoo, is ta teachi tlîm the formes ofjknowleulgo only, spending littia or lio tiîne uipou tha principlas
whIicIî tndorlia those formns, ta consider whetlîer they are cou-

IAuiting thie bcst iliîcrcsts or titasa p'i, even if they shaOuld
succecd ini etiteritig thRiin to tRhe tlg 1 SchooI. Schiolars Who
enter the Iligit School ivith b.îrely sutrfiient rauk toradmit theîn,
and duit obtaincd chicfl1' front otiior studios than arithmnctic,
conmmence the study of.,ilgebra nt a groat disadvaniage. .1110
course of studios is arrangea on tRia presumnption, tRiat tRio

î~cîalr~' oncntrhg, have sufliciently comxpletedl the gramma-r
sciiool coursa. IV nt titan shall ba donc ivith thosa schoiars,
whlo hava îîot sufficient arithinctic ta ground. al obra nJpon?
Shall tha dcficicncy bc ignored, and thcy ba reqtiirci "ta doliver
their tale" ai algebra, and ha chargcd %vit Il idlcnesçt" or stupicli-
ty, if they camplin of thcir liards hilp ? Stnrcly Il they are in ovil
casa," as inany a toaichr miighit testif3y. Or shiali a teacher ig-
nore thac courae ar study, and, looking %vell ta the foiudation,
teacli algobra by beginnug with tRie nacessary principles of
aritlîînetic ? WilR flot tha later coursa conduce , not Only ta the
success ai the teacher, but aise ta tlic succoss and happiuoas of
the seholar.

A course af study, runflifg titroughi sevoral grades af scools,
fails of its abject, unless the soholars pursuing it elial, ta a cer-
tain dagrec, comploe the several studios iu teir ordor. A
deficieucy hoere and thora iill ha sure ta causa disturbance in tRie
sucoeding parta af thie courae, aspeeially %vlien ana study dependa
upon anathar, as in the niathoinaticit. Theoa aduty dovolving
upon caci iiîdividual teachar, ta sec tRiat all is right in bis ýz1t
ai the course. But no teacher should ignora tho daficiancieq% of a
subardinate teacher, and prescrnt te absurdity af attempt! 'fi te
build iupon an insufficient foutidation. JS..R

COMMENCEMENT AT ACADM.,

A conbtanitly incrcasiug iintercst attachas tû thie public axer-
cises ivhich, on the first day of oach Se ptomber marik the

commnencaement of another collage yaar. If there are nane who
bail with greator delight tRie coming of theianch needed reat af
a vacation than the liard wvorking collage student and professor,
torie are feiv who came back with greater plensure ta their
appropriate labor. Thio rcturn ta a locafity in whosa splendid
,sceltory niature lias displayed 50 much of ber inatcliless power te
clevato and refino, dia rcnewal ofald associations, the 'walcamixig
of tiiose wlio corne ini ta tako the vows ai learniug anami t he
p)laces loft vacantby a year 's pragress, the prasantation ofiprizos,
and thec anuni oratione are tuattors possessing a pleasing inter-
est ta ail, and whicli mnust haroaftor forin tho subject ai many
-%Yclcomne rOîfluiniscOttce ta bath student and teacher.

VIE COLLEGE
commnces this year witli a larger numbar or students titan it
bas had heretafore. Ill look upon this as a promise af that
iicsed prosperiiy for ivhich tva sa eagerly strive. Let is
fuliy ostiniate the valne of aur Collage ta us as a Christian body ;
let us rcalize the dut yof sustaining it -the privilege of beiug
oniguged lu a wark vriicht nust ba productive of snch basting
benefits; lot uir bc United thraughaut thesa three Provinces, feel-
ing that A..adia belongs no more taNova Scotia than ta Naw
Brunswick, ta neither of these mare than ta Prince Edvud Is-
land, aud ire shall soan hiave %within aur ivails double the num-
ber of students noir in attendance.

There is one class of persans ta ivhom cspecially the prosent
tilne offérs golden apportunities-aour Young men. More Perfect
communtiicationl, inore ganeral, approciation of tha value af aduca-
tion, ani especially the vast improvement iu Our CoMmu
ScRiaal systeiin, afford ta those who have yat thair livos heforo
t1herin avautagas, thie worth ai which cau hardly heo ver estimat-
ed. WVith youth and liealthi, and the blessing af God which ai-
-,ays attends worthy axîdeavor, nny ana wbo wil.3 it may se-
cura for hinmxchi that liberal -culture which. lits mon for the liigh-
or positions of useftulnes-nlways open ta thasa wbo are prepar-
cd ta fi thein.

vTUE AN.SUAL AflDIESS
Nva, dclivered by Dr. . Cr.tlcy. Its siuject-"- Freedoni af
1':hought '-w'aS irohIi calculpted ta exhibit tRio power wvbich
tRie révorend, rflbtme possessas, nat only of undarstandin-
tRije inanyside ncss af truth, but af helping others ta appreciate
it,1 ana the nice discrination and tiiorough niastery ofibis suli-
ject -which onable hlm, ta frc theo naine ai sio important a char-
actcrlstic af raulinoz-s front tho rcpraach brought upon it by
nisusa. Tt was au'èloquentïlea for intahlectual independence,
outspoken and bancaL, and at the sane tima rayeront and
teachahie. The highier education deserves tha naine ai liberal
culture, because it stisnulates thRni d ta that open inves-
t.i atian wihicRî is necessary ta the füllest acceptanca of truth. Le

a tre ta do battle suctessfully aninst the àtkepticism. which
takes thie naute of science, va nxuat ha prcparcd ta apose it
,vith proaf iustead ai daogmatisin. The saine is truc ao rel-
OUR *poculations. Whilo thora are innny who recov t h e


