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NO>TES ON H\'l)lt )MEIRA MARII, KIRK. (LNAA
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kVt. DE1 LA 10111F 1111EN0, NE1W YUt>K.

t ;Cnll vi VRîlsIE1TRIA, I atrCille et auIt. (t I ilnobales, lIttrmneistr r

et auctt.) IL Martini. Kirkildy, 19tco (lineata, Say, 18.32.)

The peculiar fa>'ility of the older ciîtonologists, the fathers of the

Science, for discarding cach other's generic aîid specific names lias in his

instance, as in maîîy othcrs, given risc to a complicated synonymy, of

which I give abuve that covering this extremely interesting littie water.

strider. It la given more in detail in The Eiîtomologist (London, Eng.)

for june, i 900, on page 1761, in whicli Kirkaldy elucidates it, relegating

Say's specific narne t0 synonymy, as it unfortunately has been preoccupied

by Esclischoltz, wlio iii 1822 described 115drometra lieata from Manila,

Philippine Islands. In the palier înentionied hereafter, Mr. J. 0. Martin

discusses the generic synonyniy.

In March, 1900, pli 70-76, Tîtv CANADIAN ENî'ONIoLooîSr

published "A Study of 1lydroinetra lineata,' by the last named autlior, a

'tnbai interesting papîer on the habits and peculiarities of this lieripteron.

The notes 1 now piresent iare largely supplerrentary atîd confirmatory of

his work, althougli I may say thiat nîy labours were îlot directedl to that

.end. In May' of 1903, Mr. w. 'r. Davis took nie to Staten Island, where,

itî a marshy pond1(, we fourid IIydrümetra illartini by the hutndred. We

took thei unttil we got tired. Againi in Nlay of this year, sve took very

many more ai the sainie place. Subse.înentty, I hiave found tlîem liere and

tliere, ini ones and twos, or i greater nunibers, without aiiy effort, which

bears 0o>t NIr. Miartin's evperieflce, altîtougli I liave nowhere fouild îlîem

as abundant as at Staten Island. Thuis ltile bug lîrefers to hug the shore,

Ihiding anîong thei grass-stellis growving out of the ivater. One's shadow'

f.tlling on it seenis to disttîrb thin, and îlîey enierge <ran i teir hiding

places, and îlîese sceningly tmny twigs can be seen nîoving I>riskly away,

borne on their liair-like legs, wiili wlîicli they Y-n on the surface, or else

tliey reniain nîotionless, letting sonie friendly litile lîreeze walt them

away'. Iu is to lie noticed thuat Iydroneta wa/ks on tlie surface of the

Isater and does îlot propel itsei by a rowiig nmotion, as do the Gerridoc

andI other %V'at-rstriders. its tarsi also are 1trnvided svith claws terminal

and oînt set above the tir) of thie last tarsal1 joint as in the latter family.

TIhe wsinged tornol f iuosuutra 1iliiii iiutst lie 5'ery rare in thte north,

as oui nf about two oîr iîîree lhundred individuals 1 bave seen, 1 have

found only two <ulI>' winged males.
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