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ed his seat for tho city of Hamiltou and loft Canada for Fngland, design-
ing to make it his pormnuent residence.  In 1869, having previously re.
celved the rank of Bavonet, he became n candidato for the town of
Brighton, but was defeated by n_cousiderable majority 3 nnd his health
being improved, he returned to Ganada goont afterwanrds, On the retire-
ment of Col. Princo from the Western Division In 1860, Sir Allan be.
came o caudidate for a seat in the Legiglative Coungil, for that consti.
tuency, and was clected by o small majority over Mr. James Dougall,
After that event o became reconciled to Mr. J. A, MeDoundd, the lea-
der of the Upper Canadn section of the Government, and at the opening
of the late session was chosen the fivst elective Speaker of the Legislative
Conucil, by a small majority over Mr. Alex. Campbell, of Kingston.

This brief sketeh of Sir Allan s career exhibits him in o prominent and
even distingnishied position, a2 a soldier, n lawyer and pohtician,  He
possessed great courage, activity and sclf-contidence, which gave him
extraordinary torco of character. Ho hiad o handsome person, a pleas-
ing address, a tact which never failed him in any position, or utder any
circumstances.  Not remarkablo cither ng a student or us a speaker, he
may, nevertheless, be fairly described as a guccessful lawyer,  Not emi-
nent for bis knowledge of political cconomy, or the principles which
onglht to guide the rulers of nations, he was, nevertheiesg, an wtluential
politician.  Weo do not know that he ever studied Jomini, but ho was a
successiul soldier according to his opportunities.  His courage, activity
and sel-conlidence, abundaut tact, and restive shrewdness, carcied him
through ditlicnlties which would have battled men much more highly
endowed in intelleet and education.

e was aman of liberal tastes, upon which he set but slight restraints,
His house near Hawmilton, named Dundaen, after the residence of lis
grandiather in the Scottish Nighlands, was the most pretentious build.
g iu Western Canada at the time it was erected, and there Sir Allan
displayed a liberal hospitality, which seeured I utany friends and much
political and social influcnce.

Sar Allan mareied first, on the 6th May, 1821 Elizabeth, daughter of
Licut. Daniel Brooke, who died in 1825; by whom be had one sou nnd
one danghter.  The former died in 1834, the latter (Ann Jane) married
in 1849 Assistant Commiseary General Davenport.  Sir Allan MacNab
warried secondly in 1531, Mary, cldest daughter of Mr. Sherifl’ Stewart
of the Johnstown district, who died itz 1846, by whom he had twod  ht-
org, the cldest of whom (Sophin) married in November, 1835, Right Hon.
Viscount Bury, cldest son of the Karl of Albenarle; now amemher of
the House of Commons, and an oflicer of Her Majesty s househola  The
younger warried in 1861, a son of Sic Dominich Daly, Governor of
South Austealia,

Sir Allan’s death leaves a vacancy in the Western Division, and the
Speakership of the Legislative Council. 1t leaves a larger vaciney in
the list of public men.” A permanent and active leader 1 the aftairs of
the I’rovinee, associated with all tho %r(-:n eveuts of the last half con-
tury, his dopartnre will be felt deeply by thousands, who took part
the same events and witnessed the same seencs.— Globe,

LITERARY INTRELLIGKNCE,

— Under the usual heading will be found the announcement of the
death of William Grant Sewell, Esquire, Advocate, son of Sheriff Sewell
of this ¢ity The deceased had Leen, for 8 number of years, connected
with several of the leading New York journals, and had contributed
extensively to many 0! the most popular American periodicals, He was
a gentleman of strong literary taste, a persevering student, and a grace-
ful writer. His last and greatest work, # The Ordeal of free Labor in
the West Indies, a treatise on the results of negro emancipation, written
from personal ohservation, and pubhished we beheve i 18561, had estab-
lished his reputation 85 an accomplished writer. He will Le long regret-
1¢d by a pumerous circle of personal frivnds, 10 whom s amiable man-
ners had endeared him, while thoutsands to whom hie was known through
his works will mourn the carly death of one before whom a brilliant
literary carcer had just opencd.—Morsing Chromcle.

—Thae students of Canadian History will learn with satisfaction, that
1he Historical Socicly of Mantreal contemplates the publication, in
Yook form. of two important MS narratives of the Amcrican invasion
of Canada in 1775, Thesc documents form part of a valuable collec-
1ion of mazuscripts made by the late Commander Viger, and are en-
siched with copious notes and commentaries by the fearned gentleman
himsddf. The period is a very interesting once to the stedent, and the
causes, events, and ohjects of the war, have been differently stated hy
Amencan and Canadian authors.

~— The following interesting note we give as bringing out a fact new
10 most of our readers in connection with the carly history of Canada.

My dear Sir,—The other day yon appensed to take some interest in the
fact that Rabelais had meationed © Canada.’ The refercnce is to be
foyad in Liv. 1v, ch. 2. Pantagrucl Jdiscovered the * isle de Medamotli®?
the circnit of which “ n'estoy! moins grand que de Canada.™ The Grst two
Looks were printed for the first time, so far asis kaown, ia 1333 (ke
Year Cartier discovened Canada) but the fourth book, or 1 should rather
say the ficet cleven chapiess ofit, oaly appeared in 1537 This tends
to confirm Garacau's opinion, which howerer could hardly be doubted,
that the name of Gasada is of native and not European origun, for we
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find ft no whero prior to Curtior's discovery, but immedintely afterwards
ftis made o point of comparigon nud the country is alluded to as tho
wonder of the day.
Yours tuithfully,
T K. R,

BCIENTIFIO INTELLIGRNCR.

— A paper was rend last month by tho Rev, De. Honeyman, ® On the
geatogy ol the Gold Fields of Nova Scotin,” before the Royal tleolugi-
cal Suciety,  The stinta pagseld through from Laidlaw s and Allaw's
furg to Mount Unincke, and thence onward v the same direction were
deseribied, the paper being prefaced by an interesting gkotch of the
history of the discovery and worhing of gold in tho province. n the
courge of the discugsion which followed, Sir. W. Logan said that ho
believed the granites of Nova Scotin to be of Devonian age; they had
tho same in Canadn.  In Canada it was certainly of newer age than
that which they gave to the gold-bearing rocks ; this formation ig trace-
uble through Maine to Now Branswick, and thence westward., Thoy
had tound gold i Canada, amd at the Internationnd Babibition they
tad now two nuggets, weighing respectively 8 and 4 ozs.  Ilo would
Ue glad if De. Honeyman conld tell them whether chrome iron hays boen
fonud in the geld-bearing rocks of Nova Scotin, because ho bad ob-
served that it was usually found in rvocks of thmt character.—Sir, R.
Murchison thought that gold was seldom found in grent or even ap-
preciablo quantities except in the Lower Silurian rocks; ho might say
Letween the bottem of the Lower Sifurinn and the end of the palkezoic.
e, Honevmawn safd that be hind seceived the spechmens of serpentino
from Dr. Dawson, and they wera said to have been got from that region.
He did not know that there wis any chrome iron 3 the gold principally
occurred in the chloritic slates.—The President said it was contended
that the gold-bearing drifts were derived from Lower Silurinn strata,
hat the question was were they spread out over conntries where tho
Lower Silurinn did not oceur 7—Sir Willinm Logan thought tho drifts
were, no doubt, devived {rom the Lower Siluvinu—~—Tho President was
bound 10 adwit that there was much in the hypothesis that gold is found
in the Lower Silurian tormation, and there might bo something to be
learut in conuectivn with them from the hypothesis propouunded by the
author of ¢ Qre in Mineral Veing.”

The third paper by Mr, J. W, Sulter, comprising notes on some fossit
crustacea from tho lower coal measures of Nova Scotia, on Eurypterus,
a3 d on some Tracks of Grustacen in the Lower Silurian Rocks, was of
an eacecdingly interesting chasacter but ns it was profusely illustrated
a satisfactory abstract is scarcely possible.  An interesting discussion
followed, at the couclusion of which the President observed that some
of the speakers had appearvcutly soutewhat misunderstood Darwin's
hypethesis, which ke considered supposed chiange but not necessarily
progression —The weeting then separated.—U. C. Journal of Aris.

—.Another discovery threatens to chaage our railway plan, perhaps
our raitway system. M. Girard, under the patronage of the Emperor,
has constructed an experimental railway, on which tho carriages aro
impelled after the wanuer of a sledge. The runners of the sledges rest
on a species of hollow clogs, between which and the rails water i8 intra-
duced.  Thus the casriages slide ou a thin layer of water, and friction
1s almost anuibilated. Tho success of tho exporimental railway 1s
stated to be go decided that the Emperor has appointed a commission to
report on the system.— Nkenaum.

—The valie of Mica depends upon the size of the sheets and their
transparency ; tho clear, rubytinged being the finest, and the cloudy
gre) the least valuable.  With regand to the mica from British posses-
sions, it apphears that the sale of Canadian has been much damaged
through the carclessness of those shipping it.  The first parcel, of about
} ton, which Messrs, Nash and Lienard received was sold at 2s. 1d. per
1b. ; and the second, of about 3 ton, realised 2s.  Sinco this tho quality
hias net been keot up; the thind parcel, of about 1 ton, required careful
sorting after arriving in this country, to render it marketable at all,
and then sold one-half at 28, and the reinninder at 7§d, the nett amount
cteared and transmitted to Cannda being oaly 1447, or about 1s. 1d,
ver b, The same firm has since underlaken (o import mica from
Calcutta, and the quality is so much superior to that from Canada that
the Iatter i3 now saleable only at a very low price.  The Caleutta mica
is indced, about cqual to that from Siberia, and is at present readily
saleable at from 2s. 6d. to ds per 1. according to quality, and the
quantity taken. Owing to varying quality tho price of mica varies
considerably : Canada mica will rangeTrom 3d. to 2s., and Calcutta
from 6d. 10 4s,, Ib.—Mimng Journal.

— Mr. Grookes, whose discovery cighteen months ago of thallivin by
the spectroscope we¢ have already nonounced, has since prepared nu-
merons compounds of it, some samples of which are to be scen in the
Chemical department of the Joternational Exbhibition. We were shown
sgme time since o specimen in its pure metallic state, obtained by Mr.
Crookes, butas no detailed statement of its characters, nor of the nature
and actions of its salts, have been as yet published, although a short
absiract has been displayed with the shecimens sinco tho opening of the
Exhibution, it may be interesting 1o our readers 10 know what this new
clemient—the ooly one discovered by an English chemist sinco Sir
Humphbrey Davy's detection of the wmetallic bases of the alkalies—is



