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the majority of cases, it would Cive great aflience botl t arents
and chiluiren, wore siie ta attempt practically to instruct tcin in
thosie ligliter domestie duties, on thle performance of whiclî su inuch
of the happiness and brightncss of homne depends. It is quite as
much as she cani venture upori ta ask a young, lady te f roup a fte-v
flowers-sho must lcnow wcll the character of lier pupi' before sh e
cani rcques hier te dust thes vases ia which the), are to bu atranged.

But thore are sensible mothers %vite are constantly F-triving to comn-
bat the natural tendoncy of )-oung people to love case. and pleasuro
in prefurence ta useful occupation, and an împroving course of
study. AIl lionor be to tliem wvlo thus labor, and iny that labor
be crowned with the Divine blessing.

These ha8ty observations are penned .vith an carncst desire ta
assist mothers in turning the events wvhîch have lately transpireti,
and are still progressing, ta good account in the education afi their
daughters. Mehope, tue, iliat they xnay be rcad by somne, Nvlio
wvill remember past efforts that have been made ta rouse tliem ta a
sense of their individual responsibîhity, bathi towards their families
and society at large .- B ritish IMotlier's Journal.
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Notes on the liatu rai Ilistor>' of Canada.

The Star-Nosed Mole.-cienus, CONDYLuaA. (Illiger.)

DENTAL FORMULA.

Incisive 214 ; Caninc 11l-1îl ; Molar 817-817= 40.

Generic Charadters :-Body thick, fuirry ; muzzle much clan-
ged, bordereti with membranous cresis, disposedl star-like round

fIeI opening of the nostrils; no cars; eycs small; fuet five-toed,
tiails; farined for digging; those behinti slender andi weak. The
generic namne is from the Greek (kondule> a swelling, andi (ourc)
a tail, in allusion ta the swalien state of the tai! of tItis aimal
sometimes observeti. Only one species of this remarkable genus
is known, wvhich is the follawing:

CONDYLIRA CRISTATA. (Lifli.)

synonymes.

SONERE CRisTATA, Linu, Eti. 12, p. 73.
TALPA LoNGicAuDATA&. Pennant's Hist. Quad., Vol. 2, p. 232.
CONDYLuRA LoNGICÀUDATA. Richardson, Fauna, p. 13.
C---- MACROURA. ci id. p. M34.
C-- ciusTATA. Auduboui & Bachman, Vol. 2, p. 139.

The length of the star-noseti mole from the point ai tlie nose ta
the root of the tai! is about 5 inclies, leîîgtb af- tail three inchies,
from. lice! ta endi ai claw 7 of an inch, breadth ai palma 618 The
head is long pointei and tierminatcdl in a anout w'hicb, at its ex-
tremity is surraundeti b y a fringe of about tweîity carti iiaus
pointa. Thie body is cylîndrical, the neck shart, anti th eyes
sînail. Tîte moustaches are iew and short. There is an orifice in
place ai an external car, which doue not praject thraugli the skin.
The fore feet are lanper titan those of the common Amerîcan shrewv
mole, the palms destîtute af hairs, but covereti witl i cales; claws,
flattened, sharp, channelleti beneath; hind extrenlities longer tlîan
the fore oîues, placeti far back; feet nearly, naked, scaly; tai] sub-
cylindrical, sparingly covereti with coarse luair. The for is browishjI
black; saine af the specimens have dark brown Leet, olers pale
ashy bratvn or even white.

Thiis animal is a liarmiess little creatture, subsisting on insects,
tvorms and larvoe of variaus kintis. Accordinc, ta Dr. Godman it
prefers ic banks it sinail streamseto swvampy Î'and, vwhere in maux
places the burrows. are go numeraus tliat ci it is scarcely po.ssil

ta ativance a step %vithout breaking down their galleries. Tnie
(-xcavations wvhich are most contînuous, andi appear ta bo most
frequenteti, are placeti at a short distance below the roots of the
gras8s on the bank8 of smail streams; these are ta be traceti along
thei margins, following evcry inflexion, and making frequent cir-
cuits iii erter ta pass rarge stunes or roots of trees, ta regain their
uisual proximity tu the surface nearest the water.'" Aud ubon says
that tite burrowis are deepier Iian thote described by Godmnan, and
that the cliamber af habitation rut the end is spacious, wvîth a coin-
ti>rtable îîest of witliered leaves and dry grass. Out of one of these
lie took tlirce youîîg anes about a week aid, and fouzîd that tlie
radiations af tlîe nase wvcre then so slightly developed that the ani-
mals iniglit have been mistaken for the young cf the commun mole.

MVen confinedl in a box tlîey wvould bat meat.
The use of the extraordinary appendaae at the endi of the nase

is not kîiown. witlt ceitairuty. Il is onilyc£arely probable that as ti
animal subsista by graping about under tlîe ground in search, of
worms and otlier smaîl prey, the ornameat on his muzzle may
assist it in the searcli.

At certain seasons it is observeti that the tail af the star-noseti
mnole is mucli swollen, andi hence the mistake of Dr. Hlarlow, wvho,
upon a specimen taken in this condition, made a ncw species with
the namne macroura, or long taileti mole. This species is found in
Canaida but rarely, although it ap2ears ta be distri buted aIl over the
province. In the Uniteti Mtates it accu ini ait the nartheru anti
cacterza portions and as far south as the borders af South Carolina.

The Contmon lVeae4 (Putoriue erminea.)

PuTaawus ERmiNzA. - Linn.

ITE WEASEL.-STOAT.

The common Weasel of Canada is the truc ERmino, the animal
wvhichi iii the feudal ages yielhied the fur for the most choice
mantles of nobles andi kings. The best naturalists, after the most
careful exainination andi comparison of specimens froma ail the
couitriein îhabited by this species, have faileci ta detect any '!if-
ference wvhatever af sufficient importance ta justify the ïieparation
ai tîme American irora the European or Asiatic Ermine. its geo-

raphical range therefore is enormous, being nearly the wliole af
tlie northcrn part ai the world as far south as latitude 40 0.

The lengî,rh of the ermine frora the point of the nose ta the rout
of the taii is about ten iruches, leneth of tail fuve inches andi a-half.
The color is pure white ar yellowish-white in winter, andi in sum-
mer reddislu-brown above andi white beneath. The tîp af the tai!
is always black. The body is slender, legs short, five toes on each
foot, inner toe the sliortcst, cars broati andi roundeti, the fur soft
anti short, andi the tai! somewhat bushy at the end.

Auduboit describes the Weasel as"4 fierce andi bloodthirtty, pas-
sessing ail intuitive propensity ta destroy every animal andi bird

wvithin its reacli, sorne oi which, such as the American rabbit, the
ruiffet grouse, anti domestie fowvl, are ten timet, its own size. It 15

a noierions andi hateti depredator ai the paultry bouse, andi we
have known forty well growa fowls ta have been killeti in ana
nigît by a single Ermine. Satiatei wvith the bload -f probably a
single fowl, tîje reat, like the flock alauglitereti by tlue wolf in the
slieepfolti, wvere destroyeti in obedience ta a law oi nature, an
instinctive propensîty ta kill. WVe have traceti the lfoalsteps of
this bloodsucking little animal on the 8210w, pursuing tue trail Of
thie Ainerican rab nd althîough it could flot overtake ils PreY
by superior speed, yet the timiti huare soon took refuge in the
lîollowv of a tree, or in a hale dug by the marmot, or skoiik.
Thîitlier it was pursueti by the Ermine, anti destroyeti, the skin anti
otlier remains at the màôuth of the burrow beariîig evidence of the
fact. IVe observed an Ermine, aiter liaving captureti a huare af the
abave species, first behleati it and tlien drag the bodiy soule twenty
yards over the lxesh fallen snow, benealhw~hiph il, 'txaz concez1et,
ani the snow tighitly pressed over it; the little prowler displayina,


