
ODNTAIRIO NORMAL COLLEGE MeONTHL Y.

In 1816 a praiseworthy effort was
made to, provîde for tl e establishment
and maintenance of conunon schools,
and in 1824 to provide for general
reading books in the schoois. Tliese
early efforts met wvith littie success,
whiehi was largely due to the ineffici-
ency of the sehoolmasters and the
carelessness of the trustees. lu spite
of these difficulties we learn that iii
1822 there were about 340 com;non1
sehools iii the province with from
12,000 to 14,000 pupils w'ho were
taughit readiiug, writing, the eleients
of arithmetic and the first principles
of religion.*

Before mentioning any of the great
changes in educational matters whichi
were made toward the middle of the
century, it might flot be out of place
to give an outlinie of the work iii a
gramnmar schiool, and for the purpose
I hiave selected part of a course of
study as givenl by Dr. Strachan iii
1829, as follows :

FIRSTr YEAR-BOys 7 TO 9.
ist., Latin-Eton Graînînar, Vocabulary,

.Corderius, Selectoe Profanis.
211d., Euglish-Mavor's Spellixîg B3ook, En-

field's Lessozîs, W.alker's Lessons, Blair's
Class Book, Englislh Grammar, \Vriting,
Aritlimetic (chiefly mental).

SECOND YEAR-BOYS 9 TM Il.
ist., Latin-Grammar. Volpy 's Delectas,

New Testament, Daly's Exercises, Ex-
empla Minora, Entropius, Phoedrus, Coin-
elius Nepos.

2nd., English-Grammar and Readinîg as
before, Writing and Arithnîetic (mental
and mixed), Geography, Civil and Natural
History, :Elocution.

3rd., to commence Frenchi.
TrHIRD YEAR-nOYS Il To0 13.

ist., Latii. -Gramimar, flailey's Exercises,
Cornelius Nepos, Caesar, Ovid's Metamor-
poses, Nonsense Verses, Psalms into Latin
Verse, Exempla Moralia, Versions of ren-
dering EngUtslh it 0 Latin

2nd., Greek-To commence about the mid-
dle of the third year, Eton Gramniar, or
Nelson's edition of Moore's Grammar,
Greek Vocabulary, New Testament Greek
Exercises.

.3rd., Arithinetic, and to commence Algebra.
4t11, French.

Tlhis curriculum extended throughi
a niucl longer course than is here

given, but this will suffice to give
soiie idea of flic 'ýourse of study. Dr.
Strachan also gives his mnethod of
teachiug aritliîc..c-, whichi is as
follows :

"'I divide xny pupils into separate
classes accordiiîg to tlieir progress.
Eaclh class lias oIie or more sums to
produce every (lay neatly wroughit
upon their siates. The work is care-
f ully examinied, after whichi I coin-
mand every figure to be blotted out,
and the sumns toè be wroughit unider miv
eye. The one wlioni I hiappen to
pitchl upon first gives with ail audible
voice the miles and reasons for everv
step, and as lie proceeds, the rest
silently work along with ]imi figure
for figure, but readv to correct Iimii if
lie blunder, that they inay get bis
place. As soon as this one is finiished,
the work is again blotted out, and
another called uponl to work the ques-
tion as before, w'hile the rest proceed
along withi inii iii silence, andl so 0o1
arouind the whiole class. Sncli a plan
is very laborions, but it will be found
successfnl, and lie that is anxious to
spare labor oughit îlot to be a public
teacher. '

Froin 1830 to I84o and even later,
mighit be ternied the dark ages of our
public educationi, iîot because tiiere
were no able nien to, take up the cause,
but ratlier that thieir labors were fruit-
less. Foreniost amnoiig thiese was Dr.
Ryerson, wlîo thoughi preveiîted fromn
being a miember of the Leg isiature,
being a niinister, did niuchi iii advanc-
ing better measures. By bis wvriting
and his SUI iii detecting the weak
points of ani adversary's argument, lie
wvas able to fumnish luis friends iii the
House of Assembly withi facts and ar-
guments wlich ivere irresistible. They
passed school bills timie and ag ain only
to have themn rejected by thme Legisla-
tive Council. But a change came iii
1841, and educationl hieîceforward
received more real attention.

As a means to ligoher education Uni-
versities were establishied. For the
benefit of teachers, district Model


