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is of ne oonsequence in the enquiry, 0f what use is baptlam te an infant 1
Inl repiy te this 1 observe,

1. That overy ordinanco connected with the covenanit of graco. le in-
lended and fitted to be of use to those for ivhose benefit it was instituted.
The primary object of ail ordinances is te show forth the glory of God,
and the secondary object ie the profit of those wlio observe thein. It la
by aitning at the former that the latter je secured. The ordinances of
publie ani private wvorship; the Sacraments, and indeed, every dnty, are
mnemerinis of God's Gracious character, or acts of hemage paid te his
eupremnacy ; and it cannet bo, that lie can bo rememhcred and obeyed
with right motives, %without henefit te the worshipper. Now if it piese
God te institute services, in vvhich babes and sucklings are te take a part
in shewing forth his praise, *.he service in which they takze a part muet be
of advantago te thera.

It has already been shewn that, baptisn je fi seal of the covenant of
grace, suitabie to tho New Testament dispensation, just as circumcision
was a seal of the samne covenant under the former econorny, and aise
that, God in that covenant promises to bc a God te bis peopie ani Io their
children ; ivhen, therefore, by an net of faitli and obedience, an autho-
rizeci appeul ie made te the faithfuiness of God by believing parents, there
je that; donc %vich ie done in ail other religions services, ani than which
nothing more can ho done ini any. If then there ho profit in any service,
there je in this ail that belongs te any .service, and advantage May be
derived frein it, as well as frein any other.

In baptisin, an infant is piaced in lhe very circumstances ia xvhich the
promise of God may meet it. It ie, as it were, laid upor. his covenant;
an appeal is made te hie faikhfuiness ; and ean any thing more ho doue in
any case te obtain the biessing of Ged 1 Whether the hiessing shall
actually be given, depends upon a condition ivith which our services have
nethingr te de, a condition whiehi we canne centrol nor influence, viz. the
eovereignty of efficaclous grace, ia which, the spirit of Ged executes the
purposes of election. Enough for us it je te know what God re-
quires of us and te die his will, the rest muet be Ieft te hi:iiself; and whlle
se leaving it, there je every encouragement te believo that, wiien he gives
the disposition te trust hie promise and grace te act upon thlat trust, ho
bas given this giace preparal.ery te his givingr the biessing.

But it may be replied that neither the faith, cor the ohedience are the
infante. Truc ; But it bath pieased Ced iunder ail the stages of the dis-
pensatiens of grace te include the chiidren with their parents in hie prom-
ise. It was se fromn Adam te Neah.-fremi Noah te à-brahamn; ard then
the covenant je declared te ho an everlasting covenaut, whieh bas sinco
been ratifled and confirmed by tho hiood of Christ. To assert that the
clause whieh respecte chilciren, has a referenco te the national piiae
cf the Jews, je te commit a glaring anachronisn-it was in it, and acted
upon before Ahraham's days-before lsael existed any where but je the


