
the ghantung province ; it lias been a
great succees, and lias proved itself
,wortly of expansion and developruent.
Tho rare supplies of religlous tracts
stored la the central stations demand a
more aggreslve policy lu distribution,
eo that they may speedily get into, the
bsnds of the people. These sud other
rossons have prompted lir. Brown in
nsikng this new departure, aud with the
cordia support of fs-fends lie feels sure
e! suceffs.

Advantagei of thie ffleine.-1. Bibles
and tracts are carried by hie men. 2.
Thse barrow niakes a respectable Bible
and tract stail at faire and iu the mar-
ket.place. 3. The teacher cas-ries bis
We and belougings for oue month's ab-
sence frein his home. 4. He carrnes a
bencli, which maikes a platferm for
precbing sud teaching purposes. 5.
~e barroW passes througli towns and

villages which, are apt to, be neglected
in regular 'work. 6. IL combines man-
uSl ad Christian worIk. 7. As~ the
tract socleties do not eniploy colpor-
teurs, iL le a systesu of tract colportage.
8. it le a cheap mode o! deing a moet
effective kind of mission work in China.
9. The barrow le anl object leeson lie!ore
tlle eysof the peop1le. «"Jesus doc-
trine books," I arn the Way, thre
Truth," etc,4 "God se loved the
woîl, etc.", "Corne unto Me," etc.,
are alf rend as the teacher passes frein
place to place.

The lNumber of Buddlàts iu the World.
Dr. A. P. Happer, lu reply te the

mtatemnent that " Buddha lias more fol-
lowers than avy man that ever lived
besde hlm, hie adherents being estimat-
cd at 500,000,000, " or eue third of the
race, bas publishied a number of anti-
cles strougly demonstratlug that thls le
a f aise etatement.

Hessys lu substance that Hassel, lu
thse Penny Cyclopoedia, estimates Bud-
diss at 815,000000 ; Jolinstone, lu hie
Physical Atlas, at 245,000,000 ; Pe-kins,
ln Johnson's Ames-Ican Atlas, at 320,-
000,000; ?rofessor Newman, at 867,-
000,000 ("«Ton Great 'Religions," page
148); Edwin .Arnold, nt 470,000,000.
Prom such dlversity it le plain the datta
are flot neliable.

In Siam, Burina, Tibet, China, Mon-

I
golia, Manchurla aud Ceylon they moet
abound. Iu soine It le, the state re-
ligion. controlling the whole popula-
tion, as in the tiret three mentionedl. ln
somo It la the faitii of a large portion,
as in the last three. But in China it is
followed Iu conuection wlth Con! uiclaxi-
ism and Taolern, andin Japan -with Con-
fucianism, and Shintolsm ; lience the
dlffllculty o! cstimatlng the Buddhiste ln
these two lande. Confucianisia ie the
etate religion of China, and ShîntL'ism of
Japan. To make up 500,000,000 Bud-
dhiste we must estimate China's popu-
lation at.400,000,O0O aud count thcm al
as Buddhistsl1 At least 80,000,000 lu
China alone are Confuciauiste.

Dr. Wlliams.. lu 'l The Mliddle King-
dom," ii., page 259, sys, "No oe
there Îe called Buddlîlat except the
priests and nuns." Dr. Edkins adds
that, etrictly speakiug, this name ap-
plies only to those who have shaven
heads, prieste and nuns. In Japan the
birth of every child le kept with Siîinto-
lot rites - and et every dcath Buddhist
ceremonies are observed. lu both lande
ail three religions are tolerated, and ad-
lierents of cither may worshlp accord-
iug to the rites of the others.

It would bo liberal te estimato Chii-
nes Buddhists at 80,000,000. If -we
count half the Japanese as sucl iIt adde
20,000,000. If we rcckon the 'whole
population o! other countries as Bud-
dhleta, we may get lu ail 86,500,000
more, maklug a total of only 86,500,-
000 1 Profeasor Monier Williams. of
Oxford, the greatest autlîority lu Great
Britalu, thluks 100,000,000 a large esti-
mate for this total.

In Dauiel's 1'Lehrbuch de Geogra-
phia" (1891) adherents of Christianity
are reckoned at 452,000,000 ; Zockler's
«4Handbook" for the ame yrear, nt 447,-
000,000 (Roman Catholles, 210,000,000;
Greek Orthodox, 87,000,000; Protes-
tante, 150,000,000). Daniel's book es-
tiniates Mlohammedans at 120,000,000;
Cthers, guesslng at large numbers lu
A.frlca, where ne census bas been taken,
would reckon theni at 180,000,000. la
elther case Buddblsta fali frein 40,000,.
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