168 THE OVERFLOW OF MISSIONS, [March
‘

foreign field, and the resultant strengthening of faith and prayerfulness
and consecration among Christians.

The most potable indication of the rising sentiment in these directiong
which we have seen appears in a prospectus, which now lies before us, of
the Baptist Interior Mission. The movers in this enterprise are several
men who have won high positions as earnest and successful missionaries in
China under the Soutliern Baptist Board. The proposai for a new de-
parture in the work of their denomination in China is not the result of
sentiment, but the outcome of practical experience and of deliberate reflec-
tion. And remembering that the movers in this undertaking intend to
put themselves under their proposed new scheme, their suggestions demand
respouiful consideration. 'We make the following quotation from this

paper.
After stating their conviction that without a change of method the de-

mands of the field cannot be met, and that under the new plan it is pro-
posed to leave the coast and ports and to plunge into the vast interior,
where millions on millions are still waiting to hear the sound of the ¢ aspel,
the authors of this prospectus go on to say :

1. We shall receive only a support, not a fixed salary, leaving it for
each one to say, when he has come and had time to know what it costs on
his field, what the amount shall be. His constituents will rely on his judg-
ment and honor in the matter. We, the missionaries, who identify our-
selves with this mission, now or hereafter, may differ in our opinion of the
amount needed, and the needs may be different on different fields ; but
that the churches may have a basis on which to start off, we will say let
them arrange to give each missionary annually : For his personal support,
£300 (that is, $§600 for a married couple), and $100 extrs for each child
he may have ; but ‘‘ support’’ means support in his work ; so, for house
rent, say $50 ; itinerating, $50 ; and teacher of the langunage, $50. Total,
for a single missionary, $450 (U. S. gold). This is less by $300 at least
than is allowed the missionaries of the Southern Baptist Convention. Yet
it has been tried and proved to be sufficient for a comfortable living. The
factis, that more than four hundred of China’s missionaries are living on less.

2. Our reasons for making this reduction to a support only may be
roughly stated to be : (1) We appreciate the fact that it is the Lord’s
money, given to Him mainly by those who are poor. "We cannot afford to
take this money and indulge ourselves in the comforts of which they de-
nied themselves to give it when it is entirely unnecessary. (2) We wish
to be more on an equality with our brethren, the pastors of town and coun-
try churches at home, to whom we look for sympathy and help. (3) Many
whom the Lord calls to China seem kept at home for the want of funds.
Now, the Lord calls the men and the Lord calls the gifts, and yet they are
out of proportion. Are they out of proportion? May it not be that the
few that go to foreign fields consume too much money on themselves and
their work? (4) And, especially, because it is a principle of our religion,
a3 was expressed in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. In His mission to
the lost He became poor that they might become rich. Among these poor
geop]e it is especially expedient, and we are persuaded that he who would

e most successful in winning their souls must, like his Lord, become poor
(also compare 1 Cor, 9 ;12),




