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The Christian Church owes this singularly interesting mission in
South Africa to the Paris Missionary Society, which was founded in
1822 by some of the most prominent men in the French Reformed
Church, whose names are yet fragrant in the memory of multitudes
in other lands besides their own. Those men of God appear to have
inherited much of the holy intrepidity and zeal of their Iluguenot
ancestors, for, in the midst of conscious weakness, one of their carliest
acts after emerging from the fires of persecution and the tempests of
revolution, was to unite in forming themselves into a missionary so-
ciety and to claim an honorable share in that grandest of all enter-
prises, the bringing about of the conquest of the world for Christ.

Basuto Land is a native territory lying between Cape Colony, the
Orange Free State and Natal. The Orange river is the southern
boundary, and the less important Caledon flows through its centre.
Tt is a mountain land with deep valleys, many of which are glad-
dened and fertilized by refreshing streams which shed verdure and
* floral beauty upon their banks. In later times it has been placed
under a Brifisk protectorate, which affords greater liberty and safcty
to the missionary, and gives to those mission churches which owe
their birth and maintenance to French Protestants some claim upon
British liberality. An earlier mission had already been established
in another part of South Africa by the Paris Missionary Society, and
had gathered its first fruits in converts and churches; but even this
mission to Basuto Land dates back to a period many years before
the names of Moffat and Livingstone had become household words in
all the languages of Christendom and in all the churches of the saints.

The founder of the Basuto Mission was Eugene Casalis, who had
associated with him from the beginning two fellow-workers of con-
genial spirit and of varied gifts, which greatly inereased their useful-
ness. He who had been the honored founder of the mission has also
lived to Dbe its historian in a volume which has recently been trans-
lated into the English tongue, and which, in its picturesque descrip-
tions, its narratives of thrilling adventures, and its style sparkling
with vivacity, as well asin its more solid qualities of devout thought
and burning zeal, and “comsmon sense which is not common,” tracing
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