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and showed so much interest in the truth, that he gave him a Bible,
hymn-book, catechism and the creed. He returned to his country and
was lost sight of for nine years. In a report of 1864 Mr. Wilder
writes : ¢ On our recent tour he was the first man to visit us at Sanglee,
brought all the books careftlly preserved, and read and repeated from
memory portions of Scripture, the creed, a tract of ¢ight pages, and the
entire cathecism of forty pages; avowing his faith in the truths and
doctrines thus learned.”

After building a home and church Mr. Wilder devoted himself with
renewed energy to village work. The report of 1872 speaks of the in-
terference of the S. P. G.  His characteristic firraness was shown in this
experience. This was  sore trial to him, and in the Appendix to the
Report of 1871, his reasons are fully stated for his conrse. -

Mr. Wilder was very anxious to stimulate in native Christians a de-
sire to work for souls, not because paid for doing so but from love to
Christ. In 1878 he writes: ¢ Only four of all our converts receive any
support from the mission, and these, small monthly sums of Rs. 8, 7. 5
and 3 as Christian teachers.”

The property of the Kolapoor Mission he gave in 1871 to the Pres-
byterian Board, and in 1875 left the field of his labor, partly from con-
siderations of health, and partly to educate Robert and Grace in this
country. The time between his sailing for India and his resignation
from the Board covered a period of nearly thirty-two years.

During those thirty years he had preached in more than 3,000 cities,
towns and villages, had scattered over 3,000,000 pages of tracts, had
gathered in schools over 3,300 pupils, 300 of whom were girls. In a
parish of 4,000,000 o people he and his wife were the only persons to
take care of their souls. Beside all this work he had been on commit-
teo for translation and revision of the Bible; and was one of the
committee in the Mahratta language, spoken by 16,000,000 people.
Up to the time he left India he had already written and published
commentaries on three gos: 2ls, and had edited and translated many
books.

His hand was not forgetiul of its cunring, even as his tongue did not
cleave to the roof of his mouth. Every nail in the roof of his church
building at Kolapoor he drove with ius own hammer, and when the
Liouses went up to shelter converts’ families he led in the work. In
the early years of the mission, he wrote muny articles for the press,
chiefly on educational subjects ; and it is said by those in high official
position, that his anonymous letters in The Times of India influenced
Parliament in adopting measures for the education of the masses. He
was offered a very influential position in the educationsl department.

His whole policy in Iadia was to watch for the opportunities to
plant and support indigenous primary schools. He cared for no high
colleges. His ruling passion was te lift up the masses. He graduated



