THE CANABY TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE,

hEVO

' TEMPERANCE, EDUCATION,

TED TO

AGRICULTURE AND NEWS.

”

TiHE WINE QUESTION.

. [ Muny have mdu'ged ia scvere animadversions, on those who
are upposed tu the use of intuxicatiog wine at the Lord's Supper;
and many more shronk from the discussion or cven the consicera.
tion of the question with a sensitiveness which though growing
out of excellent motives and feclings, is nearly aliied to supersti.
tion; but it is rare indecd to find any one willng to support by
grgument the present pructice, as contradistinguished frem the
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is called w.ne—and as a syrup made by mercly boiling it, in which
state it is usad in the same way as molasses with us for sweeten.
g, but never as a drink. Now this last s precisely the mode in
wlnelt viry maay of the ancient wines were used, merely to mix
with water, not as a drink by themsdlves.  The common quanti-
ty of water m which the wine was diluted was six parts to one,
but soine wines were so thick (i. ¢. not only boiled to asyrup but
10 a paste) that they surved tor twenty times their own weight, or
bulit of water.

It tie case of Persia be at all analogous to that of Palgstine in
Serpture times, and I see no reason to doubt it, for however lan-

yse of the fruit of the vine m an unfermented state. It is there.
fore an opportunity not often to be met with which we now enjoy
of laymng before the readers of the Advucate, a serics of pupers on’
both sides of the question, which it will be scen were originally
intehded for and up to a certain point published in the Harbinger, !
o felizions journal of this city. We would add that ** Sub-
gtriber,” or any othcr who is disposed to defend the present cus-
tom, will have a fair field in the Advocate, to fay his views and
arguments before the public, provided they be compressed within
repsonable limits; and we cannot but think that whilst many pious
mien's minds are agitated on the subject it is the duty of such as
[;,e]‘i'cvc they have reasons for continuing the use of alevlivhic
wine to bring them furward, that if valid, all scruples may be
ernoved, and if not the practice may be given up—En.]

.

No. l.—FOR THE HARBINGER.

~ Mn. Eoiror,—To those whose minds may be unsettled as to
* fheprovriety of the use of wine at the Liord’s ‘Table, as a symbol
‘Egﬁis blood shed for the sins of the world, and who would desire
some substitute, from the idea that the wine used by our Saviour,
was not what is.considered such at the present day, the following
extracts from ¢ Perkin’s Residence in Persia” may not be unin.
teresting, as showing what is regarded as foine by castern mtions.
Its jnscrtion in the colwmnus of the Hubinger, will oMige.
: A SUBsCRIBER.

« Inquiries have often been propused to mic on the subjuet of
the wines in Persia; and I may here, as appropriatdy as
any where, state the facts in the case.  ‘The juice of the mape is

- used-in three ways in Persia, when simply «xpress d, it s called
“atbeel, i. e. sweet liquor. It is not drunk in this state, n.r repar-
‘& 2sfit for use, any more than ncw unscitled cider at the press
“in Americu ; nor ig it even called 1wine uatil it is fermesited.
i Asecond and very extensive use of the juicc of thie grap is the
! syfup made from boing it from this swect state, which rescmibles
" out molnsses, and is used in the same way for swectoning, but is
i never used as a drink, This is in fact nather more or Jess than
i oriental motasses.  “The third use of the juice of the grape is the
 distillation into arrack or Asiatic brandy.
. *«The wines of Persia arc in general much lighter than those of
" Europe, but they are still always intoxicating. Inmaking these
satements I throw down no gauntict for controversy on the much
wexed winequestion, but wish simply to communicate information ;
vero I to hazard the cxpression of personal feeling and opinion on
. this general subject, it would be that of deep rearet for any ap-
-grofimation in the tenlency of theage tothe removal of the sacred
land-marks of Scripture Instilution? —Page 236.

No. 2,—T0 THE EDITOZ OF THE HARBNIGER.

" Revenrewp aND DEAR Str,—As vou have adm ¢l a communi.
gja).}on un what may be called the alcoholic sideof the waw question,
to your last number, I trust you will think it oply fuir 1o admt
a¥eply. Your correspundent relics on an ¢xtract from Perkins®
Residence in Persia, to the offzct that the juice of the graps 15
extensively used both as « fermented liquor—in alich state iyt

guage and names may change the natural character of a country
and its productions generally continue the same. I 1t be analo-
gous, 1 sy, then the Jews must Lave had the two distinet prepar.
ations of the juice of the grape described above; but what wasthe
latter called 7 Surely an aiticle so extensively, used must have

; been somietimes spoken abont, and if so, will any one be so_kind

as point out the name employed to designate it. I there be no
distinet mane, is it not reasunable to infur that it is to be found in-
cluded i the general term wine, which 1s to be understood aceord-
ing to citcumstances, cither to mean the first or sccond of the pre-
purations describe.  And thus is all we contend for. But even
assuunng that the word wine was always applied to the furmented
juice, an admission by no mecuns warranted by evidence, still
that word is no where applied {o the symbol of Christ’s blood, so
that unless it could be proved that the fruit of the vine was never
used except in a fermented state, this assumption, so far from
making in faver of the common practice, would bu directly
against it.

If the Holy Spirit, in describing the article used as a symbol of
Christ’s blood, avoids the word ¢ wine,” which might be under-
stood to mean intoxicating drink, and uscs the phrase *frut of
the vine,” which we have no reeson to belicve ever inplied intoxi-
cating qualitics, it surely atfords presmnptive evidence, to say the
least, that the unfermented pyeparation is intended ; but if, in ad-
dition, we bear in mmd the law of the passover, by which every
thing leavened (1. e. fermented) was excluded from the houses of
Jews when the Lord’s Supper was institated, & law which the Jews
still observe, by using the unfermemed fruit of the vine at the
passoves, surcly the proof in favor of that article, as the cmblem
to be ustd at the Lord's Supper, 2mounts us nearly tv demon-
stration as the nature of the case will permit.

I need not reply to the gratwtous and very uncharitable charge
of “removing Scripture landmarks,”™ brought against those whose
cluef destre 1s to cxalt the authonty of Scripture above that of tra-
dition and custom. All my <iflicultics, which I contess are great,
would be obviated by a single guod argument from Scrpture, in
favor of the present practice. Would st not then be kind in any
of its nwncruus and icarned supporters, to bring furward such an
argmnent, if it exists, and if there be nonce such, would it not be
Cliristian duty in them to consent to rehese those whose con-
scicnces are troubled in purtaking of the intoxicating cup? 1
wait a reply.

I am dear Sir, your most obedient servant,
Joux Dougar.L.

Nu. 3.—FOR THE HARBINGER.

Mr. Eprror,—In the last number of your excellent periodical,
a communication appears from Mr. John Dougall, commenting
upon the extract fiom * Terkms’ Residenee m Persia,” inserted
in the fiarbiager for April. My object in commumcating the
cxtract alluded to eas to show from Flucts in recard to the cus-
toms of Porad and other ogiental countiies, that the torm wine
was ondy applic Bl to the foomentad juce of the grape, that tlus
s th e only article in genual use as a hoverage, and that the
s;Tup of grapes was used o the same mAGULE G~ Inolasses or
other syrups with us. Now, while Mr, Doagall adouts this to be,

1the casy, e goesen b, state that the “latter waw preeisely the



