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haa just been carried into actual operation, No
wonder that the circumstance astonished the pro-
vinee—no wonder that it astonished the mass of
the members of the English church—those not in
the secret—no wonder that it not only astonished
but grieved the Scoteh church, We grieved, be-
canse we found ourselves at once embarked inu
contest the issue of which, though never for a mo-
ment doubtful to us, we yet saw could only heat.
tained through a struggle, likely to disturb the
peace and injure the prosperity of both churches,

The messure was wrong on various grounds.
First, in wanting that openness of procedure which
both from good faith and good policy should ever
in free states characterise the measures of the
Governor towards the governed. No aitempt
should ever be made to change the enndition of a
free peuple without their kuowledge ; for, it can-
not be done without their will,

We know for example that Dritain can legally
by the constitutional act at any time impose on us
a body of hereditary legislators. \Why do we rest
secure with this legal possibihty hanging over us?
We do so not oply because we believe she will
never make the attempt, but because we believe if
sheever thought it right to make it,we should bave
sotlie previous notice of her intentions aad oppor-
tunity to express our sentiments with regard to it.
Or, were it atany tunc her intention so to do—set-
ting aside the question of good faith—~—would it be
goad policy to give us the first warning of her
yurpose by the creatton ot a bateh of Dukes or
Counts of Toronto, [Tam:lton, Niagara &c ? Sure-
ly no,it would only embitter the inevitable cantest.

Now, had there been the least whisper about
this measure of giving a real establishment toa
doninant church, who daes not know that nine out
of tenof the population of Upper Canada would
have been ready to give their voices awainst it ?
RBut pot only was there no reason to expect such
a measure, but hada suspicion of such a scheme
being io agitation, crossed our minds, we must, on
reflection, have instantly dismissed it, for the faith
of the government was actually pledged against it
at various times by publicly expressed opinions of
members of the government.  On this part of the
subject Mr. Morris sfter quoting the opinion of
Mr. Horton given 2bove, continaes ¢

* Besides this, the sreceh of My Ilotton in the
Honse of Commons, on the Clerry Rescrve salehill,
wherein he sid the matter of apprapriation was suls
left open for fature consideration, led the public to
believe that there was ho intention_an the part of Gio.
vernment to currv the pravisdans of the actinto force:
and thic belief was a2 in myerially srengthenald by
the message to bath ionea of the Provines b Parlia.

THE PRESBYTERIANS VINDICATED,

ment ¢t the 25th January, 1832, ¢ inviting the Legis.
ature to consader how the powersgiven to it by the
Condtituttonal Act, to vaiy or repeal this part of it
provistons ean be called mnto exercise most advantage.
usly for the spuitual and temporal interests of His
Majesty’s faithful subjects in thus Province.’-—~And
not only the message but the bill which was submitted
tothe Assembly by the Attorney Gencral immediate-
Iy atier, had the efivet of convincany all who read it
that no imemion conld existol furming and endowing
Rectories. One of the cliausesis as tollows, ¢ That
allthe lands heretotore appropriated within this Pro-
vince tor the support and maintenance of a Protestant
cleray, now remaining unsold, shall be and they are
heieby declared twbe vested in His Majesty,” His
Hews and Successors, asot his and thar estate, ab-
solutcly discharged trom all trusts tor the benefitof a
Prote-iant Clergy, and of and from all and every the
clainus and demands of such clergv, upon or inre-
spect of thesame.” By Lord Godencl's despatch of
the 8:h Nuv. 1833 the same understanding s kept up,
tor his Lordship remarks that ¢ His Majesty has
studiously abstained trom the exercise of his undoubt-
ed prerogative, of (uunding and endowing Literary or
Religious Corporativns, until he should obtain’the
advice of the Representatives of the people for his
guidance in that respect,”

The proceedings of the Legislative Council during
the <ession of 1#49, which terminated in an Addres
to the King, tended likewise to a confident under-
standing on the part of the publie, that the Executive
Governmeni would not mterfere with the Reserves,
for in that address, which jtis morethan probable you
approved of, isihe following language:—* and we *
think it is for many reasons much io be desired, that 2 °
speedy and finil decision should take place of the :
quesiions which have misen upon the offect of the |
statute referred 1o, and that it should be plainly, cer-
winly, and firmly estebhishied, to what specific objects
the Clergy Rescrves saall be permanently applied -
confiding ficely inthe wisdom and jusvtice of Your ¢
Mayeuty and of Parliament, we carnestly hope, thar \
withas little delay as the subject may admitof such an 3
cnaciment may be passed as shall not leave any room «
tor doubt or question in regard 1o the objects to which
(hc’ procevds of the clergy Reserves are to beapph- 3
cd. o

Well may he in continuation subjoin =

“ Now, after all these proceedings, onght ittobe
cause of ollence to you, or auy vther persun, that the
public should feel nat only disappoinied but indignan:
thatthe seittements of the question respecting the Re- 2
serves should have been interfered with by the Exece:
tive Council brivre the lperial or Colonia) Legisle g
tures had disposed of i1, #nd without recent posutive
instructions to that ctiect 7 3

The Scotch church surcly had double reason ta §

. . - . a2
feel indignant.  We had claimed redress from I3
wrongs put on us through the instrumentality of 3
the Bpiscopal church. Redress had been promise! &
us. Tomake theassurance of it complete the Sove-
reign’s voice had been uttered in attestation as it
were of its certainty. Could we believe shat while
we rested in Joyal confidence on his words,while re-
calling these to our minds we were striving to for-

D

e 3

LR

AL,

Vi

these very words were in offect lulling us into s &3
false security, until measures secretly proceeding. &8
were perferted that would place us in eflectus!




