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fuat every effurt to sava that wing and
the main body of that building .—
the southern wing was saved by dint
of long continued and strenuous ex.
ertion, but nut without considerable
injury being done to it.

Asthe fire onginated in the rooms
appropriated to the use of Dr. Pow.
el, and his Clerks-—~the whole of his
papers are lost; but the Library, the
Purmiiture, and all the valyables of
the centre, or main body, of the build-
ing, and of the southern wing are
waved. Nevertheless, the total loss
and damage, exclusive of what has
been destroyed in Dr. Powel's suit of
apartments, caunot be estimated at
less than £2080; which, in the pre-
sent state of the finances, and dcbt,
of the Province, caunot he consider-
od'as a triffing’ affair.  No part of
the property was insured—Indeed one
would have thought that if any build-
ing was gsafe, that was, isolated, as it
is, aud a massive brick building, free
from the usual liabilities to danger of
this kind, —The whole province has
sustained a loss.

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.
Thursday, Jan. 13.

The Usher of the Black Rod ac-
quainted the House that His Excel-
lency required their imnmediate atten-
dance in the Legislative Council
Chamber. The House proceeded to
the Council Chamber, when Iiis Ex-
cellency, after sanctioning the ap-
pointment of Mr. Wilson, was gra-
ciously pleased to deliver the follow-
ing Speech :—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Council, and Gentlemen of
the House of Assembly,

In the absence of any urgent ocea-
sion for your deliberations at an ear-
lier period, I have called you toge-
ther at the time which best accords
with the ordinary course of the pub-
lic business.

The accident which has deprived
you of the buildings erected for the
use of the Legislature, has been at.
tended with the destruction of docu-
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ments, the loss of which may produce
ternporary inconvenience, though I
trust it will not render your labours
less effectual for the general good.

Since the Legislature was last as-
sembled, a very considerable sum has
been dispensed from the Imperial
‘I'reasury to the sufferers by the late
war, and the recommendation of His
Majesty upon the prayer of this pro-
vince, has procured such 8 modifica-
tion of the East India Company’s
Charter, as will, it is hoped, admit of
our heing supplied henceforward with
a most important article of consump.
tion, in & manner that must equally
contribute to the iucrease of lawful
commerce, and the suppression of an
jllicit trade which has been alike inju-
rious to the revenue, and prejudicial
to public morals.

In the sgecess of your joint ad.
dress, praying for a deduction from
the British Import Buty opa princi-
pal production of the western district,
another instance of the royal consid-
eration has been afforded, by which
much encouragement will be given to
the agricultural exertions of the in-
habitants of that portion of the pro-
vince, who, thoygh enjoying g fertile
soil and genial climate, sustain in a
commerxial point of view, much com-
parative inconvenienge frot theiy in-
land situation.

Gentlemen of the Hovse of ds-
sembly, ,

I have given directions that the
Public Accoynts and the Estimates
for the present year, shall be laid be-
fore you. You will find that a very
considerable debt remains charged
against the funds of the province, naot-
withstanding the receipt and applica-
tion of the arrears awarded by the last
arbitrators. I trust, that either by
the improvement of the revenue, as
our population becomes more nume-
rous, or by measares which you may
find it expedient to devise, with g view
to accelernte itg increase, the receipts
will be mads at no distant period, to
exceed s0 far the necessary charges aa
to afford the prospect of speedy re-



