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TAe Discovery of the Nurth-West Passoge by Her Ma.
Jesty's Ship  Invesugator.  Captain 1L M:Clure,
1860, 1851, 1852, 1853, 1854. Xdited by Commau-
der SuerArD Ossonx, Author of  Stray Leaves
from an Arctic Journal,” from tho Logs and Jour.
pals of Captaia Robert Le AI' Clure.  Ilustrated by
Commauder S. Guaney Cresswart, R, N. Lopg-
mans,

Captam Osborn apologizes for hus style, but 10 truth
bis book 18 vory well wnitien. It 18 tesse and lucid,
giving proof at times o1 considerablo powers of compo-
aition and  narrative, and as emphatie in condemna-
tion as 1t is 1n eulogy. Tho strange and unsatisfactory
proceednps of Sic Edwatd Deicher meet with uo
wme-cy at his bands, while the heroie gallantry and en-
durance and tho simplo manhness of Sir Robert
M:Clure and his associates receivo amplo justice and
cordial praise, Thecrew of the Invesngator aro fortu-
nate in an author who koows so well and describes so
vividly the tremundens scenes and daring actions 1o
which they were so long cugaged. Porbaps tho most
intorasting portions of tho volume, better even tlau
Captain Osboru’s own narrauve, are tho extracts from
the diary of Sir Robert M+Ciure; and st wo wero dise
posed to find faul: with Captain Osborn at all, it would
be for uat Laving used frequeatly and copiously enough
such admirable and striking watenals.

As far as Sir Jobn Frankln 15 concerned, this voy.
age, mott interesting in atsell, was eatirely barren of
zesult. It is now known that be passed through Laa-
caster Sound, and twuat he perisbed in his attempt 10
escape southwards {rom Barrow Straits, protably down
Peel Sound. The remainy or rehies of s exvedition
are, in all hkelihood, to be found somowhere between
King Wilham’s Land and Boothua,

The voyage of which Captain Osborn gives the nar-
rative, resulted in the discovery of the North-West
Passage,an1n the proof of its total practical wnutinty.
It is a noble record of dangers cheerfully met and
hardships manfully sustained. Captamn M:Clure, as
our readers kaow, approached from the eastward, and
after twice incffectually attempt:ng to pass between
the northern coust of Bank’s Land, which was dieco-
vored to be au island, and the southera eoast of Mel-
ville Island, he was finally arrested in tho ice near to
Baok's Lind, and was ouly rescued when his food anid
bealth were failing by a portion of Caplan Iellett’s
crew. e demonstrated the extreme danger of the
sea ofl Melville Island, and the iwposability of pass-
ing throngh tho narrow lane of water which runs be-
tween Bark’s Land and the contnent of North Ame-
rica. The vovage alung the northern shure ot North
America was full. also, of imminent perily us the fol-
lowing powerful deecription will show :—

4 They bad foriunately 13id hold of a large piece of
icc which grounded upon the shealy westward of Prin-
cess Royal Idand } and there the ship beld on under
its leo for security, as the rest ofthe ice swept by ber.
Some idea of the strain upon the ship,as well a3 the
desperate position she was in, may be gleaned by the
fact ttat at one tim= she was in fivetuthoms water, cnd
trusting for safety to every avalable hawser i the
vessel, amogating ia the aggremate 2o a thirty-one inch
cable and a siream chiaio in addition, yet she was every
minuloe expetting to part,as the pres<ure tok ber
broad brow, or suraed against her tremibiing sides.

& Anticipating the worst that could ceeur, Captain
M:Clure ozdered a large quanuty of provsone and
fuel to be placed upon deck, the officers and men to e
carcfully told off to theiv boats, anid every one to bave
bisappointed place and duty in the ¢vent of' a fual ca-
tastrophe ; tents and warm clotbiog wero also prepared,
and every precaution taken to safe hife, even if it were
beyond kuman power to save the ship. On the 27th
Septemter, the temperature bting thenat zero, and
the ice, as tley fancied, siationary, after the Juvesti-
gaior bad drified ten miles south of the Princess Rayal
Island, preparsuians were commenced for housing the
vesscl over, and otherwise sccuriog her crew from 1he
intenst coldaritf inclemency 6f a winter which was
well nigh upon “I'QF,!( The officers bad just tme to
congratulate themselves (rom the eseape- from past
dangers,.aud to express thanklulness at having only
lost thiety fmilos of latitude by the driftink of the pick,
whon & change of wind'8et it all azain.io motion.—
The 28:h wasaspent in breathless anaiety, as, helpless
in their icy. trammel, they swept nortbward agam to.
wards the cliffs of PrinccssRoyal Island.  These cliffs
aroso perpondiculatly from the sea at the part against
which the ship appeared to be setting, and as the crew
oyed.them for a bope of safety, if the govu craft should
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bo crushed againstithielr fach, they ¢ould $2a 1o ludgoe
opon which even a goat could havuestablished a Rot-
1ing ; aud an clevation of 40v fect precluded a chance
of scaling them ; to launch the boat over tho muving
pack was their sole chance, and that a poor une, rolling
and upheaving as st way under the inflaenco of wind,
tide, and pressuro.

“Itis insuch anemergency b discipling, and a
certamy that each wouwd perfura unflinchangly his
duty, as well as the innate good qualities of our noblo
seningn, arc bost exiibiied, Dastards would in such
circumsiances have desestad their slip 3 but the Inves-
tigators were mado of dsfferent stufl’; they kuaw, too,
that Uoc who1s *strong to eave’ was watchung over
them, aad they eyed the bleak chffs, which in a few
minates wight be frowning aver their graves, with tho
calm ¢ urago of resolute men. A finer picture than
such o scene presented can hardly bo magined, and
it wasono repeatedly exbibitad Juring this wonderfu!
voyazo; but it would bo an almost hopeless attempt to
convey to the reader, by mere decription, an ade-
quate wlea enther of thoe scenery so peplete with the
grun terrors of the Polar regions or of the moral gran-
deur ot sclf-devotion in the oflicers snd men, It
looks hke a bad job this time ! inquiringly romarked
ono of the saitors as bo assisted anotber ol sva-dog
cothag dJown neatly a frozen hawser. *Yes!' was
tbe rejoinder, s the other shaded his cyes fram the
driving snow, aud cast a glance at the dark oIl loom-
wg thraugh the storm, * the old cratt will double up
bke an old basket when shoe gets alongsida of them
rocks.”

¢ The Investigator's bour was not yet coms, how-
ever ; and when within 500 yards of the rocks, the ice
coach wheclud ber along them, and finally swept bet
past the 1slands upon the eastern side.”

They failed to obtain tuil after their rescae by Capt.
Kellett any considerablo supply of fresh meat, and the
want of it told heavily upon the constitutions of the
crew. Great and unexphined differences asto the
quantity of animal life exist within short distances in
theso cold regions. At Melville Island, for anstance,
gawme was abundarn. ; but Captain MClure was seldom
lucky cnough all through his voyage, to obtain aoy
quantity. He did discover. hawavar, thut be pro
vauing notion of the soutbern m:gration of the Arectic
animaly duiing thoe winteris a mistake.

“ Early one dark aod icy morning in January, a
man named Jobu Esmes was walking out upon the
floe, and saw pass close to him a :mall hent At gin-
decr trotting quietly towards Princess Roy-!  unds.
Hid the ghost of s grandfatber suddenly appeared
to bim upon tho floe, John Eames could not have
been more astowshed 5 for be, Lke every (-8 clso,
confilently baieved in evary living creature baving
gond to more favoured climes to the southward, until
1he summer should return.  Tiie news quickly spread
appetites sharpened 5 and sportsmen issued lorth to
slay venison, But there wasno venison to bo slain ;
the geer were nowhere to be fourd, although the
discovery f a ptaimigae gave rise to much astonish-
mert as to how birds could exist in such a tempera-
wre, with the land covered deeply in snow, and,
where it bappened to be exposed, the soil so bard as
to destroy 1ron tools in attempting to loosen it.

 These discoveries, however, raised a doubt of the
correctuess of the theory of animal-cmigration in the
Arctic regions, as laid down by that eminent natura-
list and traveller Sir John Richardenn, as well ay of
the opinion n 1ts favear oxpressd Ly the late Adm-
ral S:r Edward Parry 5 and Captain M- Clure in Lis
Jourral says, “atis pretty evident that during (he
whole wititer animals sy be found in these straits,
and that the want of suffi.icnt light alons prevents
our larder being atored with fresh tood.” Subscquent
observation has coppletely cverthrown tho idea that
the reg.deer, mu:k-ox, or cther apimals inbabiting
the arcbip2iago of sslunds north of America, migrate
southwird to avowd an Arctic winter. Throuahout
Baaks Land, Melville Idland; Bathurst and Cornwall.s
Land—in short, wherever Britivh seathen have wip.
tered of Jate years, tere have been found indulitable
ptocls of the reéindeer, brar, mo<k-ox, marmot, walf,
bate, and ptarmizan—in short, 2ll tho Fauna of those
climes—wmtering in the latitudes in whieh they are
found during ‘the summer.,
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Rean Lavies~—There'is a closs of masters and
mustresses whuse means do not afford them more than
one servant, while the otk of tho Lous would re-
quire two or thce, vet most unfortunately the females
otthe family, especially Yho younger ones, consider it
a degradation to tako any part in the work of ¢ho

1 bouso; they spend their time in cultivativg accom-
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plishmanws, Iy ocoamental bt dseloss work, in any.
thing ot nothing rather than contributo to tus come
fort of theur pavenis by learning to do nsofal thlogy
well.  The' unfortunate ' maid of 3l work® iy driven
fiom ono thing to ‘ahothier ‘without fims te do anything
properly, even if she liad the abifity ; Yobiss aro only
balf swept, knives and forks and spoons ‘only bhalf
cleaned, dinuer isill eooked and uninviting ; but the
piano has been sounding without intetmission all the
morning, or wonders havo been accomplishicd in 1ho
crossestitch or crotchet. Now, we do not mean at all
to condemn tho acquirements of accomplisimonty
where tEero is A taste for thom, stilt lass the cultiva.
tion of the mind, provided neither taka the placo of
neeessary duties.  Under afl circumstances, the ¢p.
perintendence of her houte must be among o woman's

chief dutics, but especially in tho circumstances thgt

I have supposed; and a mother so situgted shonlg
train ber daughtere to ree that overy part of the housa
isclean o .d in perfoct order, not at all grudging to
assist in making it 03 they should learn how to cook,
and should be ashamed of an ill cooked dinner coming
upon the table ; they should leai n to make purchases,
to know good things from bad ; and only when they
have done all that is necessary for the comfort of thy
house, should they feel free to indulgo in what they
may think moro agreeably pursuits. Wo know that
in other countries young ladics, even of the best fam-
ilies, consider instruction in these household duties,
and attention to them, quite a necessary part of our
education ; they aro neither ashamed to understang
them, nor to take an active part in them, nor does
that in the least prevent them from taking the enjoy,'
ments or acquiring the accompl.shments suited tg
their age and station in society. Itis strango that i
this country, where we boast g0 tuch of our practicj
good sense, this foolish vanity and attempt to appeai
what we are not, prevails more than anywhere alsd
A really lady-like perion will much rather clean §
room hersclf, if circumetances make it necessar
than submit to sit in a dirty one ; will inuch sather pu
ber bouse in order with her own hands, than see it i
disorder ; will much rather learn to cook a dinnos,
than seu badly prepared food daily put dewn before §
hinshand or father. There is nat. in fans, any barg
ship 1n doing these thinas; only among us, unfortun.
ately, there s thought to be a degrndation in doing
them. I am quite persuaded that to any young per
son who has not much musical taste, practizsing sona-
tas for an bour is quite as great a drudaery, or great-
er, than meking a pudding, or even cooking a dinrer;
but then 1t1s digmfied drudgery, but gratfies a prido
that tha other would perhaps mortfy. It may be
thought tbat taking a sharo in what they have been
accustomed to coniider servaars’ work will degrado
them betoro their own sorvaut. I believe it” will do
quite the contrary. When aservantis watched over
and well trained by those who she sces understand
bow her work 13 to bo done; when moro is not given
ber to do than any human being can accomplish well;
when she is treated with kindness, and soma considera.
top shown for ber, and ber work so arranged]tbat sho
shall at the close of thoe day bave a little leisure, lon-
ger or shorter, according to ber own diligence, there
13 much more cdanco of ber turning out respectful, at.
tached, and useful, than according to the ordinary
syatem.—2ints o Mistresses. ‘
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StonrY or A Russian Marnragr.—Abont eigh-
tecen moxths ago a Miss Ward, from one of the South-
crn States, was married at Ilorence, after a short
coursship, to a Polish Couns, whose vapronouncerbls
name c:capes me atthis moment. They were married
before tue American Consul, 1 believe. After living
with Miss Ward marntally for threo weeks, the Count
tock ¥reuch leave onc fine morning, (corrying off bis
wifc’s jewelry as booty. A letter feft babind informed
Mz \Ward of a fact of which sha had bren fill that
mowent enfiroly ignorant—to wit, that the marriaas of

"a Russian subject not according 16 ‘the sarvice of the

Greek Church and a Russian subjoet was invalid snd
not binding, and that the eervice which bad united
thom resembling,io no .wise the one required; they
were as free 0s if no.servica bad been performed.
The consternation of Miss Ward and her family at
this detestablo pjece of villasy may be well imagined
for on inquiry they found that the Count's stale-
ment was but too true. Miss Ward and ber mother
jemzined a short time in Jtaly, endeavouring tp oblain
some kind of redress for tho bate imposition wh'ich
had been practifod on them but theid efforts were
fruitiess.  Then they camo to Paris and $pent the
winter here, where thoy wore generally known to the
Awerican residents ia tho place. At the period of



