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the best means of furthering the initerests of the
ilidulstry be ficely given attention and consideration
n1ow vitliliel(.

RAILWAYSrTO SI.\I.ÀNlll..N AND NICO l.A.

T HIE president of tIe Grcat Northern Railway Co..
Lwhen visiting Vancouver recently, 'announced
tlat construiction work on the western section

of the Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern railway is to be
comnenced during the ensuing winter and be pro-
ceeded with expeditiously. 'rite starting point will
be Cloverdale, on the New Westminster & Soutieri
railway, connecting New Westmmster, B.C., witl tle
Great Northern Co's line thence to Seattle, Washing-
ton. Tie work on the V. V. & E. railway will be
divided into sections, working castward tirotgli the
Iraser valley and over the Hope mîountains to ncet
the castern section of the railway now in course of
construction front the Boundary district into the Si-
milikameen country. While there is now compara-
tively little importance placed on the conpletion of
this railvay by miine owners in souti-west Kootenay
and the Boundary, otier railways affording them
transportation facilities, the completion of the throughi
line will materially assist in the opening up of mining
camps in the Siiilkaieen known to have surface
showings indicating tle occurrence of large minieral
deposits, beside ensuring the further development.
to a productive stage, of a number of minig proper-
ties upon vhicl extensive prospecting work lias ai-
ready been donc. Further, the coal mîeasures of the
nortiern Sinilkamîeen and Nicola country will be
made accessible by the construction of the V. V. &
E. railvay and the Canadian Pacific Railvay Co's
branch line fron its main line at Spence's Bridge
southward to Nicola. The provision of railvay trans-
portation for the Similkameen and Nicola districts
will contribute to a largely increased initieral produc-
tion in Britishi Columbia so soon as the nunerous
imining camps tliat will be benefited thereby shall

have hald time to carry ont the requisite developmenît
work. At present there is only one productive mine
throughouît the large areas the new railway will tap.
viz., the Nickel Plate. near Hedley. owned by tIe
Yale Mining Co., Ltd., whicl mine lias an abundancc
of gold-bearing ore rutinimig mi large quantity Sio to
$15 per toi. and which is being treated at the Daly
Reduction Co's 40-stamiip mill at Hedley. Olter mines
mn whicli much work has been donc are the Sunset.
on which the B. C. Copper Co., of New York, lias had
some 30 men engaged in underground prospecting,
with good resuits; a big group in Voigt's camp witli
ait extensive surface sliowing stripped and soie un-
derground work done, and another group at Olalla.
which Mr. W. C. McDougall has beei prospecting for
several years.

The United States Geological Survey's report on
"Cemnent Production in the United States" shows thIat
it increased from 335,500 barrels wortht $439,050 in
1890, to more thai 22,ooo,ooo barrels worth $27,-
o,00o in 1903.

TE CANAIIAN GEoLt)GRCAI. S\RVEV ANI)
iTS W \tRI IN Tillf. WELST.

F1 R().l Dr. Robert Bell, acting director of the Geco-
logical Survey Departmuent of 'aiiada, vlio

lately spent a fcw days in Vict ri;a on lis re-
turin fron a brici visit to Dawson ani other places
in Yukon territory, somie particulars wiere obtained
by tlheiIx Ri.coit relative tu tIlle ficld work done
this vear in western Canada by a nunber of the
- hicials of the Survey.

The following is a suminary of the work of mîîem-
hers of the departient, coimnncncing witi that donc
in Alberta anid proceeding westwards:

li Manitoba and the North-West Territories, chief-
ly in Saskatchewan and Alberta, Dr. Robert Chaliers,
whose special line is superficial or surface geology.
otained nuch data relative to clays, sand, boulders.
glacial plienonena, etc. Hie worked westwards to
the nciglbourlhood of Canmore.

li Alberta \r. Tlieophile Denis iade exhaustive
enquiries concernig coal niig and obtained sta-
tistics relating to the developitent and progress of the
coal ining industry ini that part of the Dominion.
14ethbridge, Galt, Cainore, Anthracite, Bankhead,
and otlier coal miinîîg localities along the railvays
of the Canadiai Pacific Raihvay Co., and up the Cas-
cade river. were visited. The data obtained will be
used as part of a bulletin in course of preparation
laving regard to coal in general throughout the Do-
miinion. This will contain accounts of the occurrence
of coal in various parts, descriptions of coal mines.
etc. Much work lias previously beei done in the
maritime provinces for the same purposes, it being
the intention to make the bulletin compreliensive and
full.

Mr. Frank Jolnston, vho lias been a nenber of the
Survey for a tnmber of years but only latterly taking
up field work, was engaged in the Edmonton dis-
trict, wliere his work had particular reference to coal.
petroleum, natural gas, etc.

Mr. D. D. Cairnes worked in country on the east
side of the Rocky Mouintains, fron the main line of
Canadian Pacific railway south to its Crow's Nest
Pass ine. le comminenced at Morley, and working
southward. obtainied much information regarding the
general geology. iii preparation for a geological map
of this part of the country.

Mr. D. B: Dowling continued the examinations lie
began in 1903 iii the coal-fields of the Rocky moun-
tains. working this year in British Columbia west of
the sumit of tlie range and southi of the C. P. R.
main line as far as lie was able to go this year. He
is one of the special coal geologists of the Survey.
an(d in tIe course of his exaninations of the Rocky
mouintain coal-fields bas made important discoveries
and worked ont the geological structure of the region.
tis doing work of the greatest importance in connec-
tion witl the discovery, following up, and vork-
ing of coal scams.

Mr. R. W. Brock ivas enîgaged in making a struc-
tiral survey of a part of Rossland camp, in vhich he
was assisted by Mr. W. H. Boyd and Mr. A. G.


