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A BEAR HUN.T.
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SIORT1 timie after the
bupper haid been

< disposed of, tie tini
" ~ cups and plates

" wvashced iii tie lake
% %ater, thc boys had

S provided lots of
wvood for thc camp

.i- ranged thetîîsbelvcs,
bîrlw ling aroun dthe

,C.'A roaring, cracklitig
pile, the l>raféssar
pracedcd to spin

the rcst of bis wvonderful story.
1 Icit off, 1 think, said lie, %vicre %vc liad fuglit and

killed tic biggest bear of tic three, and lîad liauilcd it
ta w'herc the others liîd been Icit.

Weil ! as therc wvas an lîour still of daylifflt 1 set the
Indians ta pitcliing the tent anîd prepariig suppier, and
as 1 liad noticcd tlîc bluff bare rock tîcar b% lîad salue
large veins, 1 strolled away towards it, wvith a 'le"v to
examine it for minerai dep)o.sit.. I hiad found sinail
quantities of tuit rare nîctal, Ml> bldenium, ncar b), and
hopcd to find a larger deposit, îmhiciî it %%ould pay ta
%work. 1I had clinibcd wcll up) tic face of tie bluff, mîy
little partridge dog, Fatn>', wvith nie, whlen 1 noticed lier
vcry cxcitedly runnng up and dlown tic trunk of a large
dend irc, whlich hiad becti blown dlownt by saine storni
ini Unnes long past, its lîuge roots sJ)read out alndlU, I
around liked crooked spokes af sonme glatît wlieel. 'llie
trunk, 'as fully ive feet tlîrottgh at tîe root, and kept
nearly tliat size for tliirty or iorty fect (lown tue bluff.
Near tue root Fainny 'vas snielling, andt scratcliing about
the edge of a large burnt black ha'le, ive fect long and
tliree feet across.

W~hile I wvatclîed lier, slîc gave a little yelp, and itito
tie hale shc 'vett. TIhis lîastened nie up ta lier assist-
aince, and wvlict I arrivcd rit the trcc I found tliat the
trunk was liollowv and sînooth inside. Callitîg Fanny, 1
heard a faitît respanse fratiî lier, away da'vn Uic hale,
tiat seenîcd ta rutî quite a distance dowvm. Wliilc ex-
anîining tlîc trec and hale, 1 noticed it lîad iuincrous
scratches on it, cvidently tlîc marks af saine large ani-
nmal. I callcd, and calcd, and coaxcd, atîd scoldcd Uic
dag, ta -et lier atît, bttt suc wouid just whiiniper and
scratch. 1 thîct nîauinted tlîe trunk, gai. over tue haole,
anc hand aoi ane side, atîd a kîe on tlîc opposite, and
reachcd dawî ici tha le %vith ii otlier band, ta etîcour-
age Fanny ta conie. 1 cotld licar lier caîig tîcarer,
a nd strctciîcd daownîi îî lîatîd as far as 1 could wvith
safety, haping ta catch lier.

1 bad an a pair af nieskin ,rcelîes, atîd tiat tlitîk--
itîg af tue soakitg thcy liad ga. îvhcî tic catioe cipsizcd,
whiicli niakes tlîeîîî very slipcery, 1 tuade au extrcîine
effort ta reacli iny dog, ivliit ii> kîec slipiic( an tic
maistened cdge af the hale, 1 iast ni> liold on the othier
side, wvas throwvn iii a bundie into the hale, and 'vent

licidlaîîg, dowvî before I could reacli for tlîc edge of it,
doîvn, da'vn, lîead f'trst, v'aini>' strttggitg îvitl my fiuigers,
feet, ciba'vs, grasping atiytliing ta retard iii> descetît, but
clownî 1 %vent, flice, tel), fitteeun, tvenlty I dotî't knowv ioîv
niaîîv feet. It feict like a tmile, tili at last I lunipCd,
licad ftrst, ito iii little dog. Slie jutnped and frisked
about iti lier deliglt-poar tlîing, tiever drcanii;g tiîat
it was sue wvio lad gat tue itt sucli a fearful
pliglît.

'l'lit buttatîî of tlîis hale wvas filld wvitiî od brokcîi
dc,îd fertîs, boties, laîrge atnd miiall, anîd it had sucli a
stron, .sine]] of l3ear, tuai. 1 %vis convinced at onîce tlîat
1 wa, lin tlîe vcr>' lair ai thiase bears 've had iîad sucli a
figlit ivith a fe'v liaurs befare. 1 sauîidcd the sides, and
gazctl up at tlîe iiglit, %vlîiclî ap)1 eared about the size af a
s,.ttucer. 'llie m~aii5 %%erc bnîuutiî ai tlis tubular hie, aîîd
sailid iikt a guti barrcLI, and 1 e.stiniatedi tlîe tai) ta lic
tmare tiîat t'vetty feet aîvay.

It ivas satnie tinie before I cauid get turned caîîîfart-
ahi>' .arautd, coilect nu> thouglîtb, and ftîliy rcaiie nîy
position. There I %%ab .a t le bottin oi a tîventy foot
sinotli black iiaie, "%iti tlic niglît comiîîg an, and no
'vay of gcttiîîg out eN(.ept tic way 1 lîad corne iii. 1
triud ta Lciinb) up, but failed. 1 hid laid ii> explarer'%
liainîîticr, %%iiicl is iialf lîîninier and hialf axe, on tlîc trc
beside tlîc lîoic, or 1 could have ciiopped nîy way out
in a ieî%' hours. 'llie Iitidians wvould not trouble tiieni-

seives nîuucli tîtil lfter dark. Tliere 'vas uio anc ta lîcar
ni> vaice if I yeiie(l nu' lucad off, and uîotiitg ta cat, at
vhuich tlîatgit I felt ver>' ligr>', after thie stirrtng events
ai tic aitertîoo,î. No kniie! Wliat liope lîad 1 ta get
ottt even by the nîorîing?

Graciaus ! should I ever get out ? Siotîld 1 starve ta
deathi? Wliat ýwoAid beconie ai mie? '1'len again I
'voulU tr>', atîd try, andc strtteglc, and reachi, atîd try îiy
ktî1ccs, atîd fitigers. atîd tocs, inakiîîg desperate efforts ta
clini) ni) tiiose siipicr>' sides. Again wattld I tuinible
back cxiaustcd, ta rest a littie. Tlien, as the desperate
tlîougits hvotild risc, againi I retîcwvd iny frantic strug-
gles, until at iast tii> exertiansb, sa prolonged and un-
uutai, begati ta wvcakcni nie, aidcd b>' the lîcat ai the
confitîcd air. 1 "'as sure I ivas going ta Uic. Again I
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