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8 THE CRITIU.

ho wagatruck with their benefit, and dotermined to introduce them amongst
his own peuplo.  Fven in Swin thero wero fashions, but even in Sinm thore
must ho o femnde leador for wiish artioles as thess, But the King, boing
ahout to be married, thought ho would make his bride a presout that would
solve the difficulty, ‘Iho royal Hower and in fact tho impress of overything
about the court is the lotus, in pattern of which the King orderad his
predent, and the Queen courort of Siam owns, therefure, a gold thimble
shuped liko a Jotus bud aud thicklv studded with dinmonds, which aro s0
armngod na 1o form the lady's namo sud the date of hur warriage. As
the Sinn.cad Languago is by no means daticiont in words aud signe it may,
ther-tore, be readily understood that thas dismonds unro plentiful and the
thimblo unwearably largo.
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GOVERNMENT,

Tho simplest definition of this wonl is, * The exercise of anthority."
When apphied ton natign it sigoifies the form of fundamental rules and
principles by which the people aro governed. We naturally think firat of
the divine government, whose principles uro manifested in Providencs and
Grice, in uccordunce with the revesled character aud will of tho Great
Suprente,

But wo wixh 1o speak of governmont and govermmnents as oxisting
among tho children of men. Its exiatenco is co oval with the firat mao, and
to this duy has o personu) besring.  And lie who dues not govern himself, ia
0ot fit to govern others.

Then comes the family idea ; no enfely or happiness here without
goverument,  Sir Walter Ralo gh says, * A wau must firt govern himsslf,
ore he bo fit to govirn a family ; und his fumily ero ho bu fit to hear the
goverument in thu cummonwealth,”  Outside of Christianized civiliz tion
the world kuows very little about good governmunt, snd not as much as it
ought to know iuside of it. Howevor. wo are thankful for its existence and
operation in famnilics, social lifo, and national affuirs, There is room for
much improvement iu the oxercise of delegated authority, but vie seldom
have to complain of despotism, coercion or cricelty.

‘Tho nincteonth century will not tolerate despotism, the one man power,
as former centuries bave done.  Whero the higheat atyle of civilization ia
known, despotism dies, This form of government might indeed work well
if a good duspet could Lo found ; ono who would nover err or do wrong.
Such is the divine goverument. But as no mere man is thus qualified, we
must seck another form of governmont. Aud we have it, a limited
mounichy or aristocracy, which ineans government by the beet,'s privileged
class. Tho nristochicy may be more limited than it ought to be, for the best
are not always secured. Sometimes it borders on an oligurchy—goveraed by
a fow. DBritaip, in times past, has kuown more of this kind of rule than
would now be tolernted. Probably thers is pot on carth a better form of
governmeut than that which now provails in this, the lnrgest and most
populous cmnire the world has ever seen. It is certuinly superior to
Republiearir « or Democracy. unless the wajority of the atata or nation be
iotelbgent and moral. A good goverpment can scarcely be expected from

. the vote of an illiterate and wicked people,

It i3 thought by many that the people of Britain affect the goveruvment
quite as much as they do iu tho Bepublic of America, And doubtless the
President nas wote power in filling official positions than either the Premiar
or the Queon of Englind. Wo might just as well ssy democratic England
as democratic Ameriea.

Whetler the sovercign or tho people, or both united, govarn there will
always be less or tnote Iriction iu the rovolution of the whuels of govern.
ment.  Lhero is #o frequently  a wheol withiu a wheol,” that it in difficult
to ascertain the direction of the movement. The state or nation is sure to
suffer, if thoso in Legislatiou Halls are characterized by selfishners and
filthy lucre aitns rather than by patriotism. Govetnments ave prons to
waxte trust funds, and thoy dispense no other. ‘T'here is no doubt about the
fuct that party goverumeut tends to political corruption. It was so to some
oxtent in Shakespearo's dny, oar him :—

* O that estates, Jegrves aud oftices
Wero not derived corruptly ! and that clear honor
Were puirchased by the merit of the wearer!
How many then should cnver, that stand baza !
How many be commauded, that cnmmand }
How much low peasantry would then be glean’d
From the true seed of hunor ! And how wuch honor

Dicked frowm tho chaff and ruin of the timnes,
To be uew garuished !

There is doubtlesa Jess or mors political corruption in all humau govern-
ments, and not always most in tho larger ones, Our Dominion government
is young, but it is growing. Lut oflices, with clerks to do naarly all the
work, tend to deterivration. Tho high places of the world are nat the
purest. 'We want meun to make our laws who have respect to the law of God,
meb of integrity, who can neither bo bought nor eold. We have such, but
pot all. The peoplearcin parl respousible for tho evils of government.
“ A statestan,” we ars told, * should follow publicopinion. Doubtless . ..
a; a coschman follows hig horses ; having firm hold on tho reins and guiding
them.”

‘Wa aro grateful for a tio of connection with Britain which cannot be
easilv broken. Lot it never be severed. DBut we can Jdo without the
Federation recontly discussed in Halifax. That would be more expensive
than beweficial A nd us a province wo cav do with repesl. To go back
into provincial isolation would be sclfishness and bumilisting retrogression.
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STRAY SHOTS.

Thy latest abaurdity of fauaticiem comes from u village nes far frox
Halifax.  Au “unco guid" wonmn of this plica has heen holding forth o
Temperanco (sv mia-called) and tells the young fry of hor audience that it ,
wickod aud dangorous to eat grapos or raising, as they may beget » tasts ty,
wine,  Burely tho force of folly could no furthor go !

Tho fores of impudence, however, impelled by ignorance, bigotry, any’
the ludicrous spiritual pride of theso two, goes quite ns far. Tho village i
question has been aiilicted for tho last two vears or more with the ohnoxiou
activity of on obecuro sect whowo self sufliciency is petfect, being in thw
roapect on a pur with its groas ignorance. Ono of tho pleasant conceits of
its hiorarche, or adupts, is their cortain knowledgo of their own salvation,
and their oqually coufident assurance that no ono but thamuelves, aud such
as thoy ‘**convert,” can bu “eaved”  One fomsle of this agresshls folk
eatablished o Sunday school, and gathered iu sowo children, whose parent.
wuro tiot of the “clect.” Thesu she exhiosted tv pray for their * unsaved
paronts!” Evon this sublimity of impsrtinonce will not, I believe, preveny
tho falling off of the youngsters. ‘They do not, it is to be fesred, quite
appreciste the sublimie, pure aud simple.

Thesa troublesomeo people who have managed to sot the village by the
ears through their absoluto unsciupulousness, and their cacathes of prose.
lytivm, do not hesitato to interfuro with rogular churchies, and to endeavor
to seduce their membere. They yot, [ believe, u thoroughly good dressiug
Inst Sunday from the Rev. Mr MoMillan, (Prosbyterian, I think), at least
I am not mistaizen in the reverend gentlewan’s namv,

.

The Graphic has u very remarkable atory ruuning for the last two or
three months. ** 8he, A History of Adventure.” Iv is by Haggard, the
author of * King Solomon's Mines." The plot is worthy of & modern
* Arabian Nights''; but thers are sorious and suggestive thoughts in it, and.
Rlauces at many modern fuds and isms, re-incarustion for one. The currenl
society novel, even in the Duchess® hands, has grown sickening, and it is
quite refreshing to turn over a leaf of originality aud vigorous cundevor,
however extravagant. Iu the Graphic, of course, it is illuatrated, hut the
illustrations are somewhut feeble, 1t would take a Fuseli to producoan
Ayesha, a Leo, and a folly. I supposo it will shortly appesr in baok-furm,
FraNc-T1kEUR.
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COMMERCIAL.

The past week has witnsssed no marked movement in wholesale circles.
Prices have fuled ateady, und, as tho tendency has beens npward in nearly ail
lines during the past six months, profits were consequently better—espe.
cially for thoso who secured stocks before the advance—~and the outlook 1
encouraging, As a rule, merchants speak hopefully, and the trado of 188
was, on the v:hole, fairly satisfactory.

An event that has caused considerable comment during tho pust weck
was a {ire that ocourred on the 6th iust, in premisce on Grauville Stroet
owned by Mr. Henry Lawson, snd occupied by Messrs. Hiseler Bros, hst.
ters nud furriers. Tho firo was discovered in tho rosr of the premises at
about 4 o'clock in tlie morning, and the firrmen succeeded, by the mot
onergetic and heroic exortions, in confining its actual ravages to the building
in which it originatel The stocks, hown~ver, of Meesrs. Baldwin & Co.,
(crockeryware), and of James Fortune & Co., (dry goods), were considerably
damaged by smoke and water, and, in the case of the {irst-named firm, by
broikage. Tha firm in whoee shop the fire originated had only recently
rented the premises, and had their stock insured for $6,000. Certain cir- <3
eumstanses lod to a suspicion that there was somnething crooked about the °
affuir, and a rigid oxaminstion was ordered. Dotectives were engaged to
collect ovidence, and the suspicions appear to bo made stronger by their
inveatigations, Tho official enquiry has not been concluded, and wo have
po wish to prejudge tho matter. Still the Hiselor's have been *afilicted” 3
with fires—this being their third vistation—and iu cach case they have been - -
well insured. It is, therefore, oniy natursl that their und rwritcss should .-
make careful enquiries before {;:ying over the insuranca money. Some very
peculiar evidence has already been elicited, and the course and results of tho
examiunation will be watched with much interest. '
Abont six thousand immigrants landed at this port from Europe during
1886. Wo regret to say that very few of them were iutending to make per-
manent hdmes for themselves in Nova Scotia. Most of them were bound
for tho western Provinces. It isa pity that the great poasibiiities of this |
Province aro not properly set bofore the classes who are likely to emigrate
from Europe. The greator part of theso immigrants arrive with sufficient
capital to givo tham a fair start, and they become the boat ciass of citizens. g
We bave inborent natural inducements that would make such arrivale J
prosporous if we could induce them to stop among us. That they do not
more generslly avail thomselves thercof is indisputably due to the tact that
no proper offort is mado to lay the truths beforo them that would be calcu-
lated to decide them to take up their residenco here.

Tho Montreal Trade Bulletin of last weck has a very sensible articlo. on
““Qur Winter Port,” from which we copy the following: ** Halifax ought to
ba the winter port of the Duminion, and the effurts she is putting furth to
wecure that position deserve recoguition both from the government and the
merchauts of the Dominion. Halifax has been successful in opening up a
large winter grain trads with the contlinent of Europe, several cargbme

AvLrRa.
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having already Loon sccured for Hamburg aud Antworp by tho Hubea |
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