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It seems that Lieut.-Col Dennis prevailed
Bodker to decide upon
Oving at once to Fort Erie by rail to attack
Fenians at Frenchman’s Creek. The

1 ooP8 were all put under arms about 12or
tho clock that night;dnd were loaded upon
b ® cars, and & message sent ta Col'Peacock
xiy Col. Booker, informing him that he had
Ven orders to attack the enemy at Fort
di?le’ subject to his'apgroval. Col. Peacock
A not answér this knowing that Captain,
%ers would be theére before his answer
N uld arrive, with orders for their guidance.
N ‘Apt, Akers arrived at Port Colberne about
ti\e am. on Saturday morning and found
On whole force under arms and 1n the cars.
i his arrival, LieutuCol, Dennis was anx-
:i“s to move off at once to thé attack, and
®ut. Col. Booker was prepared to carry out
the Proposal if properly authorized. Whe
®rany of the threo had reflected on the
Priety of moving a large force by rail,
thm‘lgh a wooded country, at night, and
ed“ough a section not properly reconnoiter-
ep. 20d in close proximity to an active

po‘:t’:)’, does not appear in the official re-

de'g.he result was, however, that the three
i (l:ded upon a plan that may best be told
fol aptain Aker’s words: ‘‘The plan was as

OWs: Lieutenant-Colonel Booker was to
Parg ed by rail to Erie, with the greater
ay, Of his force, to arrive at Fort Erie at 8
el Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis and my-
ta) 10 g0 round the coast in a steam tug,

l0g a company of Volunteer Artillery to
g Unoitre the shore between Fort Erie
in timaCk Creek, and to return to Fort Erie
Qolome to meet Colonel Booker at 8. Should
m"el Peacock approve of this he would
o h by the river road from Chippawa, and

loe & combined attack with Col. Booker
Croo 2@ Point between Fort Erie and Black

) .tlxgelﬁ‘v cutting off the enemy’'s retreat by

™WVer,—the tug to be employed in cruis-

lery, leaving word with Lieutenant-Colonel
Booker to take care and obtain Colonel Pea-
cock’s approval to the proposed change be-
fore acting on it, and explaining the plan
previously determined on, in case Colonel
Peacock should desire him to adhere to it.””

The above official account by Capt. Akers

shows at once the position Colonel Peacock
was placed 1n, the difficulties he laboured
under, and the little chance he had of suc-
ceeding when his orders were disobeyed, as
the report, above quoted from, shows. In
the first place, there was the commanding
officer’s plan changed by his subordinates,
‘almost at the moment of execution. The
ithree officers whom he had charged with
'the execution of his orders. even including
‘the sataff officer who carried them, coolly
forming themselves into a mimic council of
war, aided by a customs officer, and united-
ly deciding upon a plan which has been pre-
viously shewn to be absurd, a plan of cut-
ting off their retreat to the oast, but leaving
the whole country open to them to the west,
as well as uncovering the canal they were
sent to protect,

Again, Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis’ instruc-
tions were to wait further orders before any
attack was made, and yet Captain Akers
says he was anxious to move with the Vol-
unteers at once, without arranging a junction
with Colonel Peacock. Captain Akers was
sent to go with Lieutenant-Colonel Booker,
and consult and advise with him on Colonel
Peacock’s plan, and assist him in carrying it
out. Col. Dennis was sent to command the
““Queen’s Own,’’ and yet, before receiving
any answer from Colonel Peacock, both
these officers, in disobedience of orders,
went off in the tug to carry out - their own
plan.

The only way :n which their conduct can
be accounted for is, that they were so confi-
dent that Colonel Peacock would at once
fall in with their plan of operation in lieu of
his own, that they never, for one moment,
calculated that his answer would Le in the
negative. Being imbued with this idea, it
can readily be imagined that Captain Akers
would not be very particular in going into
details, and explaining minutely to Lieut.-
Colonel Booker the plan which they both

“mm that might attempt to escape, and ; looked upon as virtually abandoned, it can
eing f“mcating between the forces advan-| also be conceived, even if Captain Akers did
= %mmmn} Chippewa and from Fort Erie. I! enter minutely into the details of the plan
‘P%“mcated this proposed change to Col. laid down by Colonel Peacock, that Lieut.-
T : both by letter and telegram. i Colonel Booker, believing that it was a use-
Plan was merely a modification of that  less precaution, would not give so close at-
; ¥ Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, who | tention to it. or be able so clearly to remem-
. ;,lthouth Woye at once with the Volunteers, | ber it, as if he felt when he heard it that he
%ck“ 2 Q::a junction with Colfonelf :zl about setting out to put it into execu-
B‘%h 3 recelving an answer {rom; tion.
- 0020,',:1 Pencock, I went o%f in the tug with| It nlso happened, unfortunately, that
ennis and the Company of Artil- Captain Akers, fearing the delays which
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often occur in the movements of a large
number of men, as a matter of precaution,
directed them to start an hour earlier than
they should, and to be an hour earlier at Ste-
vensville, thinking that in all probability at
l¢ast no time would be lost in setting off or on
the march, and that if they were before time
they might be kept back a liitle on the way.
If he had staid with them to have kept
them back, 1t would have been all right,
but unfortunately he was away when he was
wanted. B

Lieutenant-Colonel Deunnis- and Capiwin
Akers, as stated in the report, without re-
ceiving any answer from (olonel Peacock.
left Port Colborne about 4 a.m. in the tug
“ Robb,’”* which had at that time arrived,
taking with them the Welland Garrison Bat-
tery under command of Captain Richard S.
King, and a few men of the Dunville Naval
Company under comman of Captain McCal-
lum. The particulars of this expedition will
be described in a later chapter.

After they had left Port Colborne, Liout.-
Qolonel Bookerroceived in answer a telegram
from Colonel Peacock, directing him to ad-
here strictly to the first plan, the particulars
of which had been carried to him by Captain
Akers. Lieutenant-Colonel Booker there-
fore had to set out upon his march, without
the assistance it was intended he should
have received from Captain Akers, and with-
out the opportunity of referring to him for
enlightenment on those parts of his instrue-
tions which he did not clearly understand.

Having his men all ready to start in the
cars, and having heard that the railway was
clear as far as Fort Lrie, he decided to go
by train as far as Ridgeway and to keep his
men in the cars, or at least under arms, for
the short time he had to delay before start-
ing. Having his men thus all ready tostart
there occurred none of that delay which
Captain Akers had anticipated, ani to pro
vide against which, he had named an earlier
hour for starting. Being all ready in the
cars to start, and only waiting for a particu-
lar hour to arrive, it can readily be believed
that he would be likely to start a little be-
fore the time, rather than afterit. ITow-
ever this may be, there is no doubt that
Lieutenant-Colonel Booker started at least
as early as 5 a,m., an hour or more earlier
than necessary. lmmediately after the force
had left, a telegraph arrived from Colonel
Peacock, directing Lieut.-Colonel Booker to
delay his march for one hour, which would
make his time of arrival at Stevensville be-
tween 11 and 12, cautiously feeling his way
in the direction of the rendezvous, Mr,
Stovin, of the Welland Railway, geeing the
! importance of the message, took a hand car
| and followed Lieutenant-Colonel Booker as
fast as he could. On getling near Ridgeway




