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fadies have set their hand to and that adequate sup-
port will Lie fortheoming without delay. We would
impress upon congregations, and especially upon the
Indies in erery congregation, the great importance of
thi« work., and would bhespeak for it a generous
response.  fu the other departments of work, the
Committee find< much to da, and the prospeets are
bright for spring time and harvest.
THE OUTLOOK FOR TUE SUNDAY SCHOOL.
INHE Ladiess Home fournal is disposed to take :
somewhat pessimistie view of the modern Sunday
sehonl, alleging that it is ineflicient and on the decline.
We do not know how far this may be true on the
Amerviean side of the line,  But we are satisfied that it
is not true of Canada, at least in the Presbyterian
Church.  Of course there are many defeets, and there
i mueh room for improvement.  We are not allowed
ta forget that the serviee is all volunteer unpaid ser-
viee and that maost of the teachers are amateurs.  But
o turning up Dr. Torranee’s last statistieal report
whieh makes some comparisons, we find that in the
Jast twenty yeara, during which our population has
grown very slowly indeed. the attendance in our Sun-
day schools has a little more than doubled, and the
number of teachers well nigh  trebled.  Personal
ahsorvation has satisfied us that the order and effici-
eney of the sehouls in the eities and towns bave greatly
improved, while the country schools are at least as
woodd as they were then, One of the needs is eloser
supervision by Sessions and Preshyteries. The P'reshy-

tery of Moutreal has just completed vigitation of

fractieally all its sehools within the hounds by means
of deligates, whoe for the mest part were experienced
feachers, The effect hag heen good. Other Presby-
teries might do the =ame.

MONTREAL  CITY  MISSIONS,

I,—\' our essay of the 17th we made reference to the
L peport of the Muntreal eity missionary, who might
be ealled the Preshyterian chaplain to the publie
institutions.  But it must not be supposed that this
is the amount of niission work the Montreal churches
are doing in their ownneighborhood. For over thirty
vears jmst Cresent St. chureh has maintained a mis-
sionary Sunday school on Nazareth St in Griflintown
and supplics an eflicient band of teachers under Mr.
James Ross as Superintendent, For a short time a
chureh was organized in eonncetion with it. but the
population was too migratory to make this a suceess
and the organization was given up. A Sunday even-
ing serviee is. however, kept upand week night prayer
wmeeting.  The schonl numbers over 300 scholars, and
there are 21 teachers. St Paul’s church after assist-
ing Victoria churvh fo selfsupport has recently taken
up 8 mission in Point 8t Charles and expends on it
about §7 a vear.  The schoul here munhers 130 with
17 teachers.  Nerviees are regularly maintained and o
great deal of valuable work has been done in the
distriet by visiting the howes and halding sewing
classes during the week,

Er<kine church comtriluttes about 21 a0 yeur for the
maintenanee of the Maisonneuve eluireh and furnishes
some of the most aciive workers in the Sunday school
including the Superintendent.

Kauex chureh has o andssion under its earve at the
present time. but has anly revently been relieved of
responsitaliny fur the Cote St Lonis Mission and so
soon as its wwn church Jebt = a little redueed will
vertainly be found taking up some outside work.

St. Matthew's chureh has opened a mission in the
adjoining municipality of Verdun.  Calvin church hos
a hranch Sunday school in St Heney with an atten-
dance of about 0. ‘There is also 2 Sunday school at
Montreal Annes where serviee has heen begun, [t
has not vet been adopted by any of the ehurches but
some arrangement for its maintenance is likely to be
made hefore long.

fn addition to all these the Mmeriean Presbyterian
Chureh hag an active missionary centre on Tnspeetor
St. where there is a large Sunday gchool,  Services
are maintained regularly both on Sunday and during
the week. under the eare of a missionary Evangelist,
The cost of maintaining these missions iz not less than
£3000 per annum over and above the cost of the
buildings which have heen provided for most of them.

CHINESE WORK IN MONTREAL.

MOST interesting Conference was held in Stanley

&t. church, Montreal, on Tuesday eveningthe 1ith
inst.. of the teachers in the various Chinese Sunday
schools in the City under the eare of Dr. Thomson.
About forty teachers were in attendance.  Some
discussion took place regarding the hest hooks to use
in teaching the men who come. They commonly
bring their own hooks, but it was thought well that
Dr. Thomson should print a fst of books for the
guidanee of teachers in recommending the ones they
should procure.  The question of sceuring additional
teachers wag also considered in view of the fact that
natwithstanding the large number engaged in the
work, sehnlars often had to be dismissed for want of
teachers.  Aftemptz ave being made to grotp them in
claszez instead of furnishing a teacher for every
scholar ag has been the usual peactice.  There seem,
however, fo he practical diflicnities in the way of
carrving this out heyond a very limited extent, and
larger number of workers is urgently called for in
order that the opportunity offered for Christian
influence on these strangers may be used.  Qyver 300
teachers are now at work. There is room for nearly a
hundred more.

This work presentz many encouraging features.
The Chinese population of the city is not large, as
compared with some of the great centres in the United
States. and. therefore, it has been possible to reach
almost the whole of it in ame way or another through
these schoule which now number 16 with an average
attendance of 25 seholars each.  The devation of the
teachers haz been execeded anly by the eagerness of
their seholars. to profit by their instruction. Of course
the primary motive is to acquire & knowledge of
English for Lusiness purposes, but almost without
exception they reecive the religious teaching given
with the utmest respeet, and in not a few instances
with the deepest interest.  Quite a number have
already received baptism and a larger number have
applied forit. Tt is expected that several will present
themselves for baptism at the next communion in
Knox chureh. A number whe have returned to China
are known te be exerting a goad influenee in their
native villages. The Christinn sentiment of China-
town i= itsell now so styeng that the usual vicea which
are associated with sueh distriets clsewhere are found
only to a vay limited extent. Until recently the
resident Chinese were almost all laundry men. Now
quite a fow are engaged in domestie serviee and are
wiving goml satisfaction. -

The appreciation of the service rendered them on
the part of the Chinese themiscives is indicated by the
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