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weary men and women toiling through
life toward the grave, who need cheering
words and helptul ministries.  The in-
cense is gathening to scatter about their
coffins, but why should 1t not be scatter-
ed in their paths today? ‘The kind
words are lying in men's hearts and
trembling on their tongues. which will be
spoken by and by, whenthese weary ones
are sleeping.  But why should they not
be spoken now, when they need them
so much, and when their aceents would
be so pleasing and grateful ?

It costs but little to give men a great
deal of joy and help.  One brought a
bunch of fowers to my table, and fur a
whole week filled my roum with fragrance
One wrote me a cheering letter, breath-
ing a spirit of gratitude and love. It
came when I was weary and depressed.
and was like the meal prepared by the
angel for the old prophet. 1 went on in
its blessed strength for many days. —One
met me on  the street and spoke an
encauraging word and grasped me warm-
ly by the hand, and for hours I felt that
warmn grasp and heard that word echoing
through my brain.

A linde child may  brighten scores of
lives every day. There s not one of us
who may not gladden and strengthen
many a heart between cvery rising and
setting sun.  Why should we not live to
bless the living, to cheer the disheartened,
to sweetca cups that are bitter, to hold
up hands that hang down, v comfort
those that mourn, to bzar juy into joyless
homes?  Kind words will not spoil a
man. If a sermon helps you, it will do
the preacher no harm to tell him so. 15
an editor writes an article that does you
good, he can write a still better one if
you send him a word of thanks.  If a
bouk bless you, doyou not owe 1t to
the author to write a grateful acknow-
ledgment 2 If you know a weary or neg-
lected one. would 1t not be such work as
angels do, would nt not be Christ-like
work, to seck every opportumty to bright.
en and bless that ife > Do not wait till |
the eyes are dosed, the ears deaf, and
heart sulled. Do st now.  Zust mortens
kindnesses do not cheer. Flowers on
the coftin cast no fragrance backward
over the weany days. -] I Muuirin
Canada Chrostran Advocate.

—— >

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON,

Sunday, Jan. 23.
Tak Bikry or Jesus. - Luke 2.8.200 !

Corvex TEaT.—Glory to God in the
highest, rud on earth peace, good \\'1lll
toward men.—Luke 2:14. !

INTRODUCTION AND ( ONNLCTION,

Our Iast lesson closed with the prophetic
words of Zacharins, uttered ou the ocea-
sion of the naming of his son ; this brings
us to the birth of Him whose coming and
kingdom were the burden of that pro-
phecy. In conformity with un lmperisl
order that a general tax should e levied |
throughout * all the world,” that is, the
Roman Empire, the inhabitants of Juden !
went cach to his own city, “ to be taxed,”;
or, more probably, to be * ecurolled,” or .
* registered,” in order to facilitate the tax. |
ing which was about to be made. Among |
those who went up from Nazareth of Gal- \

ilec to Bethlehem, the city of David. were
Joseph and Mary. Their Jome was Naz-
areth, but our Lord was to be boru in,
Bethlchem, sccording to the sure word of |
propheey {Micah 5:2): therefore at the ap-
pointed time and in the appointed place
he was born; and, probably by the
motlier's own band, wrapped in swaddling
clothes und laid in 8 manger—the placo
from which 1be cattle fed. Thus, ** be-
cause there was no roows for them in the
inn,” the Saviour of men, the Creator of
the world, found vo resting-place in the
homes of 1hose He came to save, but only
in such « place as might bo songht by the
poorest and most abject of mankind. (2
Cor. 8:9.)

LERSSON NOTES.

(8) /n the same cauntry—in the moun-
tain region of Judea and in the neighbor-
hood of Bethlehowm. Skheplerds abiding in

1he field—remaiving day und night, proba

bly in tonts, for the purpose of watching
over their flocks. It was usual in that
country for shophords to follow thuir
flocks, aud romain with thom coustantl
duriug the warm season. or from April tiﬂ
the autumu set in  This wakes it almost
cortein that our Lord's birth was not in
Decombor, but later in tho year. Aeep
wyr wealk, orkeeping theo night watchos'
ever their ilocks.

19y The angel (messonger) of the lord
came upon them. ‘Theso shopherds were,
undoubtediy, dovout men ; for we find that
such gracious revelations as this were
giveu to no others. Evon the * wise men
from the East" seom to have been of that
class,  7he glory of the Lord shone, &e. It
in reasonable to suppose that 1t was in tho
midst of devout aud sorious conversation
—ponsibly of worship—-that this burst of
glory fell upon the shepherds, aud yet,
whon it camo, they were sore afraid. Wo
naturally fear to come in contact with the
uns: 0 world. It is mysterious, and mys-.
tery itrelf is u source of foar.

(10) The angr! said..... fear not. There
wwas 0o just causo for fenr. It istrue, lind
had come very near them, but it was in
mercy and not in wrath. /fekold—look,
consider—/ briny you geod tidings (news,
information of something not previously
known) of" great jov.  They were more
than good tidings in the ordinary sense;
they were Goob tidings of uneat soy. For
them the world bad been waitiug for four ;
thousand years, and at last they had

| things which they hod heard and scen as it

come; and they were to bo of graat joy tv
all people, not to themselves, tho Jews,
alone, but to a/f people, Gentiles and Jews |
alike.

t11) Unto you 15 born thes duay 1 the City |
of Dazed a " Naviour, whih 15 Christ th ‘
lord. Heis born unto you, that is, of
your owu untiou, of tho Jews. In this|
se wee ho wus peenlinrly their own. * Ho!
came to His own (posscssion, rights) “and |
his own” (natirn: ** received Him not.” |
In the ity of Dazid (1 Sam, 16:1, 10-13). |
A Savionr.  Itislikely those Jewish shep- |
herds understood this word chiefly, if not |
oxclusively, in n national sense. Wik
15 Christ (the avointed One) the lord, or l
Jehovuh. '

(Y2 A segrn unto yor. ‘Tho sign appears
to have counsisted iu the two facts of this
Saviour, Cnwist, being an infant 1n siead- |
dlengr cdothes, aud 2is leengy 1 a manger
both circumstances bewg in striking con-
trast to the dignity and ¢lory the angely’ ‘
words had implied.

A8, WY And suddenly ther: svaswith the
angel, &e. They were not seon to come, .
but suddeniy they were there. .1 maulti- |
tude.  Probubly the multitude remained
invisible for a time, lest & full view of i
their presence and glory should be too
much for the shepherds to endure.  Zrass-
sng God, The anaels felt a lively interest !
in the work of redemption, although they
do not seem to hnve understood it except
in its gradual unfolding (1 Pet. 1:12) : yot |
they understood enongh to elicit_their .
most rapturous praises. /ey fo God in
the highest.  The highest glory of Giod of |
which we cun form a conception ﬁo\vs'
from the plan, the scork, and the revi/ss of |
redemption.  On earth fpeace, not of nz- i
tions, of communitics, or even of families |
as such «Matt. 10:34-36), bat the indi-
viduul, conscious peace of regenerated |
souls tJohn 16:33; Rom, 5:14. !

(15, 16) Lt us gro, &c. The shepherds !
hastened, not to certify themselves of the
truth of what they had heard, but 70 see
s thing whelk 15 come (o pass, whik i
the Lord hath made knows wnto ws. ‘This |
simplicity and confidence on the part of
the shepherds reveal their clhiaracter asl
men of simple and uniuestioning faith.
they did not hesitate. and query, and
doubt, but went straght, with haste, |

to sec for themsclves, and found
Mary, aod Joseph, and the babe’
lying in a mapger. Doubtless these |

men were guided by the Spirit, or they
could not easily have found Tux cuiLp
they sought. iu the iutricacics of the city
and the darkness of the night. It was vot
the * wise men from the east,” nor yet
the great and noble of Judex, who first
looked vpon Christ in human flesh; but
humble, unlettored shepherds, whose cnly
learning was drzwn from God's word, and
whese only riches was their faith. Such
was God's plan—for the reason that it is
s0 (see 1 Cor. 1: 26-29).

(7). Made known abroad—probably
that very night, in tho city of Bethlehem.
These shephierds, then, were Christ's first
witnesses, publishers of the gospel of

Polease as well as counsel our voung

poace whilo yot tho world'sRedeemer was

A8 Al they that heard it swomdered— ‘
(In. 9: 4). t

119y Bt Mary kept all these things and
pondered then 1n her heart—that s, Ind |
them awany —uot as mutonal for convorsa-
tion, but to be pondered —weighoed, con-
sidered—in hor thonghts. She know no
human mother haa over bhefore been
blessed with auch o Son ; but aven to her
Ho was a mystery. /fow He wasto bo a )

Under simifar  circumstances ninety
nine out of every hundred boys would
have sud, “ Now fur a goud tme' 1
never saw a iy, and nover rode m o
stage  (h' there will be so much to see,
and it will be such a mice nde, and here

lis money sent to pay my fare " Not su
with this boy
Putung the money caretully i his

Suviour, Aow Ho was to rostoro the |
wuciont honors to the house of David, and |
bo oxalted to *‘reign over the houso of
Jucob forever,” were as great mystories to
lior a8 to any one. But that mystery was
toorruciouﬂ. too secred for wordy talk ;
80 she kept the vanous hints she gained
of tho oxalted glory that awated her bube,
and turoed thoin over 1n her nun+t in bless-
od iguoranco of the gulf of 1mmoensurable
anguish that luy betwoen that helpless ia-
faucy and tho glory of His promised ox-
ultation.

200, Returned—to their flocks and their
tank—glorifivinyy and prassing God for the

svaas fold sento them,—that is, for haviog
beon permitted to kee und hear for them-
selves the full confirmation of the asugelic
vision,

QUESTION SUMMARY.

\Fon ‘Tus Ciunbnus.)

‘8). What country is meaunt ?
shepherds ?  What were those shepherds
doing? ‘. Who came suddenly whure
they were ? How could they sce him, if
it was night?  tlow did thoy feel? Why
were they sore afraid? (10 . What did
the angel say to them? Why not fear?
For whom were those to be good tidings |
of great joy? Then they were for jou,
were they not?  Why should they make
all people so glad?  Becuuse they tell of
One who came to seck and save thosa

What are

pocket, he said to hinwself, * Thas 1 the
first dollar I ever had. How I wish |
could save i’ It 1 only twenty-five
miles to Boston. 1 can walk there i a
day  TI'lt doat and save my dollar.”

His mother patched up his clothes as
well as she could, and early next moinimg
the hittle fellow parted with s father and
mother at the door of therr huwble
home, and set out on his long tramp to
the great city, which he reached ured
and dusty, a httle before sunset.  He
found the merchant, who sternly asked :

*Where have you been all day?  The
stage came in hours ago.”

The boy thought he had dipleased
the merchant at the outset, and  with
downcast eyes and trembling tone, he
answered :

1 did not come by the stage, sir *

“ Did not come on the stage? What
do you mean 2 idn't | send you money
to pay your fare 2"

The boy thought it was all up with hun,
sure.  Through the gathering tears he
managed to reply, T am very sorry, sir.
1 did not mean woffend you. 1 thought
I would walk and save the dollar. 1
never had one before.”

Placing his hand gently upon the boy’s

who are lost. Are yow lost? ‘Then did
Jesus come to save you? Yes: if you
believe and trust in Him? (11 Where
was Jesus born?  Who wasDavid?  Was
Jesus born in the same city that David
was? Can you tell how many years there
were between David and Jesus ? What is
the meaning of Christ? Why is He call-
ed Lord ? Becruse He was truly God iu
tho form of a little child? 12, What
was the siyzz by which they were to know
He was Christ? Were those circum-
«tances what they would naturally look
for? Why? Whom did they suddenly
seo with the angel?  What were they do-

ing? ‘14, What did they say? How !
had God shown good-will to men? Why |
did God send Jesus into the world?  Re-

peat Jolm 3: 6. 15, What did the
shiepherds do as ~oon us the angels were
gone? .16 . Why did they make haste ?
Did they find it just us the angels had
said? 17 . What did they do.justat onco ?
18:. Why did the people twonder? Did
Mary say much about what was said of
her child?  What is meant by pomdered * |
What were the shepherds doing as they
returucd to their tlocks? Should we |
praise and bless God for sending us |

Jesus? Whe? {

-

THE FIRST DOLLAR.

The following story 1~ true, and must

readers .

Many years ago, a gentleman from the |

town of Methuen, Mass., while on a visit
to a promment merchant 1 Boston, was
asked by the merchant if he knew a boy

tin Mcthuen that he could recommend to ¢

work 1 his store. At first he could think
of none, he  knew that only a faithiul,
honest boy would sunt the thritty merch-
ant: at last, however, he called to mind
a bov ofoveedlent charas ter in his neigh
hourhood, but he fcared he would hardly
do. as ns parents were ven poor, and he
had no cducaton or ather advantages to
fit him for such a position.

But the description of the boy’s habnts
pleased the merchant so much that he

handed the gentleman 2 dollar with which !

to pay the boy's fare 1o Boston by stage,
and request him to send the lad to the
city, and if on a personal interview, he
should n.* prove satisfactory, he would
pay his fare back home again.

The gentleman, as requested, visited
the boy’s parents and, stating the merch.
ant’s proposal, advised them to send the
boy tor tial. He then gave him the
dollar which was to pay his fare to Bost-

only & babe in the manger of Bethlehem. ; on, and departed.

{

! ! ot

‘ mushroom, youll hve : it it's a toadstool
1

i

head, the merchant rephed, My httie
man, youre exacth nght. Come home
with e and  get some supper.”  Then,
turning to a bystander, he remarked . © 1
would not take a thousand dollars for
this boy to-day.

The boy has grown up to manhood
and since become widely known in bus-
ness arcles. He is now the owner of an
extensive mill at Methuen, the Pember-
ton nulls at Lawrence, a banking house
i Boston, and one of the finest farms
in Massachusetis

—_————————

-- The master ofa grammar schoo! was
censurmy his pupil tor the dulness of his
comprehenston, and said  ** 1s not the
price of a penny loat alwavs a penny 27
when the boy mnocently answered, = No,
sir; the baker sclis them two for three-
half pence. when they are stale.”

-Said ayoung man to a professor of
chemistry, at the same time holding up @
fungus-looking plint, ** I there anything
by which 1 can 1ell whether this 15 a
mushroom. or a toadstool ? * Yes,” an-
swered the professor, “eat itz if at’s a

you'll die.”

The following « uriots directions to wor-
Sshippers in the Chureh of St Michael’s
“and All Angels at Chiswick, require some
sevplanation- * During prayers, all are re-
"quested to kneel. The kneelers should
! be hung on the hooks provided for the
purpose by those who have used them.

— The Calvuwtta Star of the East says
that there are one hundred and fifty
students in the Baptist Theologiaal Se-
munary at Ramapatam, who are m trasing
"for the ministry.  Some of the students
are married, and their wives are obliged
to spend a part of theirtime in study, and
some of them keep up with  their hus-
bands in the full course.

| -Prof. Robertson Smith, in reply to
an insitation, numerously signed, asking
him to deliver a series of lectures this
winter in Glasgow, on *Biblical Critic-
1sm,” says he feels that he ought not de-
cline without * cogent reasons.” As he
understands there are members of the
Free Church in Glasgow who believe
such “cogent reasons” exist, and as he
desires to do nothing hable to miscon-
struction, he proposcs to delay his an-
swer until he can communicate with those
who object.




