
SCRIPTURAL TREATMfEiNT OP OFFENCES.

certainly it can formi no valid excuse for setting aside a plain iaw of Christ. Iloi
do you know that lie is irritable ? Ihave you tried hirn, and in the riglit spirit?
If lie is wrathfui do yeun fot knew that a Ilsoft answer" is heaven's antidote for
that evil-it 'lturneth away wrath." Reniember that Ilif he icil net licar Mwl
lie is then a proper subject for further dealing, and it may be discovered that h( is
an impreper subject for cburch fellowship.

2. Again, it lias been said. 'lI arn so insignificant a niember of the Church
tliat 1 would net be heard." No niember of the bouse of Christ is Bo insigixifican t
as te be offended by the most dignified or important member in it with impunizy.
But peradventure this sanie self-styled izisignificant niember does flot corisider
hinseif or herseif se insignificant as not te lie able to cenvince those Who wili
listen to hi8 tale in secret. Somne very insignificant insects do mighty damage to
stately and beauteous plantes. If yeu will flot tell it te the oZ'ender, because yeu
are insignificant, then for other and far more cogeat resens tell it to none.
Soinetimes we have known this objection to be worked out in a different direc-
tien. Individuais considering the.nseives offended have absented thernseives from
the Lord's Table; just as if the Law bad run Ilif thy brother ofrend against thce-
then leave the Lord's table imamediately." This course is not only a violation of
dhristian charity, in as mucli as iL is a turning the baek upon the entire brother-
hocd as if they had unanimously countenanced the wrong, adnxitting iL te, be a
taking of the last step firat, only counting the whoie Churcli instead of only one
meniber, heathen mien and publicans. But it is aise making the violation cf one
law a reason or excuse for the violation of another: Ile who said "lThis do in
remembrance cf me," said also "lGo and tell M his fauît between thee and bima
alone.-I wiIl flot obey the first saye the party offended, because I arn unwilling
te obey tIe second.

3. Once more; we have found it urged, " but the miatter ý.ztween me and my
brother is se trifling tbat it is net worth whie te go this length with iL.", Be il
s0. WVe can easily believe that a vast number cf off'ences are toc trifling te "te thug
followed up; but then, first, if se, it i8 toc Lrifling- te be nmade a barrier to your
enjcying peaceful and happy communion with your brother. If it interfere 'with
this,9 it is net tee trifling for the application cf our rule, But if tee trifling, tIen,
second, it is tee trifling te be made the subjeet of gessip and tattling. If se
trifling then by ail means let it drop.

We close this part of out exposition with one practical remark. Let us ail
beware cf hearing cor.xpinint3 made against our bretiren. We are seriously to
blame if we hear an acceunt cf an offence, before the offender bas huiseif been
deait with. Were we te ask, kradly, but decidedly, when. about to, be miade a
confidant in any supposed case cf sjffence-Have you been ai the brothier hirnedf?
we should see fewer violations cf this rute. Tale hearers encourage by iistening
te tale-bearers. Whbere the demand for an article decreases, the suppiy decreases
preportionally. Now, were ail Of us 8teadily te refuse hearing tales te Our
brether's hurt, those who deait in tînt article weuld seen get tired cf thieir un-
welcome trade. WVe injure our own pence cf niind very nvxdh by tale henring.
We aise help a brother te neglect a plain iaw cf Christ, when we hear his taie


