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SL-AVERY IN CANADA.

BY J. C. HAMILTON, LL.B.

(Read-1rd Jill/y. rs90.)

Mr. Hamilton presented the --esuIts of a study of cxist-
ing records, and stated the fa-ýcis relatingy to tlîis sibjec:
so appearing.

H4e begyan wvitliflhe origin of the institution of slavery ini
Canada, 202 years agro, in the rcign of Ringr Louis XI\T.,

wvioas theiî busyr aiding and advising his good friend and
Sbrother, James II. of England, zand in watchingy the move-

qi ments of William Prince of Orange, and preparing for war
withi Germany. he Secretary of State, hiowever, as soon as lie fourid a
leisure moment, broughit before bis Majesty certain letters froin highi
officiais in the Province of Quebec. There wcrc two, dated iotlî August
and 31st Octobcr, 1 688, froin Mons. de Denonville, and one from Mons.
de Champagny, dated 6th November, 1 6S8, to the secretary, Jheir 1)tlport
being, to represent that working people ('« gens d'industrie ") were so
e\traordinarily scarce, and labor so dear iii Canada, that ail enterprise
îvas paralysed, and that it -..as thoughlt the best rcmedy wouid be, ta
allow the importation of negroes as slaves.

The Attorniey-(..cieial of Canada, then ii i Paris, assured his MI-ajesty
tliat suclb was also bis conviction, and that if permitted, somne of the prin-
cipal inhabitants îvould purchase slaves --s they arrived from Guinea.
His Mý,ajesty finally got to a consideration oi thle subjcct. Pcrha,.ps lie
talked it over with Ringr James, who visitcd Pairis iii Decenliber, i6SS,
having «<'left bis country for his country's good," and the result ivas al
royal ma~ndate written early iii 1689 stating that lus Majesty hiad approved
of the proposai, that bis royal subjects of Quebec should obtain negroes
to do their work. lie adied that lic wvisFhcd care to be taken, lest the
nieglroes,; conuing frorn so differtiit a cliniate, rnighit flot endure flie rigor
of Canada, and so the important proiect fail.

The code noh, contains an ordinance of i3îtl iNovember, 1705, mkn
negroes nmovable propcrty, and providing for tlieir lîumanc ti zatmncnt.
111 1709 an ordinaiîcc was issued by Raudot, intendant at Quebcc, recit-
ngr the kingis permission, andi that nqgrocs and Panis (Pa%%neie Indians)
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