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tinothier for business, seek ta do se in a friendly spirit and
abovo board, and do not Nvant te bo stabbed in the back by
unfair competition, that thiS i8 a inaLter affecting ail trados,
because of the principlo involvcd and tho precedcnts likely to
be establiied; that the Government have enacted certain
15w8 for tira protection of the revenue and the propor punislir
ment of ail auch; frauds-so that thosu who commit timese
frauda do so ivith their eye.s wide open as to the risks thoy
run; that this association-representing' 4,399 members, en-
gaged ini tho various trades and industries of the country-
knowing Nveil the conditions and diilcuities of business desiro
most empliatically te say that in their opinion no compromises
should be made, but the. the decision of ail sucli cases shculd
be left ta the courts of jriýtice, thasr afrording ail parties an
opportunity of being pubiicly hecard.»

Thea resolution was unanimously carried.

CANADA'S TARIFE PREFERENGE FOR BRITAIN
AND THE B3RITISH 31ERCHANDISE

MARKS ACI'.

A recent int.erpretation of thac Britlis Merchandise Marks
Act makes it possible that German, Frenchi and other foreigu
goods destined for Canada may be passed in transit through
B3ritish ports and mnade to appear as of British origin and
therefore entitied to Canada's tariff preference. It is clcarly
the duty o! Canadian Customs officers to niaintain a close
,vatch for violations of tire Customs Act that rai-lit be per-
pet.rated in the inanner indicatcd.

The interpretation alluded to is contained in the recent.
report of te British Commissioners of Customs in 'which
they say:-

Tise Select Committee of the House of Gommons appointed
to inquire into tho effeets and operation of the Merchandise
Marks acts, stated in their report to tbie House, dated July
27, 1837, "«Thse commlittea are of tihe opinion that it is un-
necessary and uncalled for by the act ta detain goods and
insist upon a qualification, because they are marked with
English words of description, if intencled for sale in this
country, or %vith wvordq in tise language o! that ta which thcy
are consigned. unless sucli words are calculated ta deceive thse
purchasers in regard te thse country cf orngin." That Englisi
manufacturera should describe their gcods in tihe language cf
thse country ta which they are exported for sale lias for rnany
years been strongly in.%isted upon by consuls and -vice-consuls
as a rneans cf stimulating trade in B3ritish goods in foreiga
countries, and the committee's conclusion is obviously only an
application cf tis principlo ta the converse case of foreign
traders wvho manufacture for au Englisis speaking market,
We have, therefc're, with your Lordships' concurrence, laid
down a rie to the effcctthnt trade descriptions in thse English
language .applicd te forciga goods iusported into the United
Kingdom are net to be regarded as indirect indications that
thse goods are cf Britisi or Irish origin, uniess thse oflicers
have good ground for considening that such trade descriptions
arc spccially designed to convey, and do in fact convcy, an
impression cf B3ritish or Irish origin for tise goods. The
adoption o! thi8 ruling wvil], we believe, -go far to remove many
of tIse obiections that have been taken te thse 3Iercbasudise
Marks act. assinterfering unduly witls frcdorn of importation.
The Select Gommittee further recornmend that goods in
trausit slould bc cxempted frein tise operation cf 1the Mer-
chandise M1arks nets. Te give full effect tn this recorainenda.
tion an alternation o!tse law would be rquired. But, acting
in thspiritcf tie recommréndation, wo have1 witlsyour
Lordslhipq' concurrence, v.doptedl tise principlo that ne exami-
nation of goods in tran!it is ta be mnade spcciallv for tho pur-
poeocf scrutinizing marks. Accordingly we now take notice
cf marks on sucis gnods only if wo meot with them in thse

course cf examination cf thse goods for revenue purposes ; and
as we are revising our transit regulations %vitls a view ta
reducing te a minimum tise opening and exasuimition cf
packages in transit, tIse occasions on which in future marks
%vill cotre under observation will be rare. As fartdier recom-
mended by tia. committee, steps are hein g taken ta ascertain
what precautions may ho necessary ta prevent tise customas
athtorities in India and the Colonies from heing inisled as ta
th;e origin cf gouda that have passed tisrougs tIse United
Kingdom in transit.

TAX EXEMPTIONS 1WN TORONTO.
Following is a complete stateinent sliowirsg thse amount o!

tise exemptions for lê99 upon land, buildings and macbinery
in tha city cf Torontoans compieted by tise Assessment De-
partaient. As compared with tise conditions cf 1897, there
lias heen a 8lighit decrease in tise amuunt cf Ghiurch property
exemptions and a decided inercase in tise ainount cf city
property exemptions.

Tise exemptions on Gisurcis properties for 1899 ansount te
$4,89 6,099, distributed as followa.

Value Value et
Excmptien of land. buildingg. Total.

Methodit ............ ..... 8302,3e4 e827,545 '81,129,929
EngIish ....... ..... M217 711,K- 0 1,078,067
]?reshyterian ............... 225,5637 '701,730 927,317
Rtoman Cathoiic ........... 153.390 r562,200O 715,590
flaptist ................... 7-9,315 314,390l 3(e3,705
Congregationai ............... 40,551 185,200 223,751
Saivation Army............. 24,878 51,672 7g6,550
Other dcnomsnatsons ........... 82,56 -266,6--9 341,190

Total ................ q1,274,863 Q3,621,236 8,9,9
Thse exemptions cf schools and colleges for 1899 amount ta

a total of S,-5,677,377, as foitows.
Value Value of

Exemption. of lard. buIldinge. Total.
Scîsools (Pub.).............r2 7 1,7"d11 $S31,150 $1,')2,861
Scboola (Sep.) ............ 8-2,889 195,5-15 278,464
Coilegeaando otreducational

institutions ........... 2L>128.721

Total ý................$2,483,321
Thse toal exemptions for thse year

fol lows:
Value

Exemption. of land.
Churches, etc.............. :1,274,8W3
Scisools, colleges, etc ....... 2,4-83,321
City property ............ 2,4q3,51
Ontario t3ovcrnmentproperty 1,571,347
Dominion Governmient prop- 5,2

erty............... 55,2
County aif York property 4<I,im
Mliscellane-ous .............. 456,129
MItachiner (under by-laws) ... ........

$3,194,056 $5,677,377
1899 are ciassifled as

Value of
bulidirLg;.

83.621,236
3,194-,053

Total.
$4, w 6, ",
b,677,377
6,189,971
3.8M6,147

65q,«30() 1,213,520
40,000 80,000
W.8430 664,559

1,ff4,370

Total oxemnpiorts ..... 8-,874,441 813,743,232 824.26-2,f43
Tise total exe~mptions for 1897, over and above income

exemptions cf $2,455,500, ainounted te $24,168,486; usaking
the net incremie in tira exemptions over what they wero two
ycars ago, $93,557. Thse exemptions on rital property and
machincry during 1897 wcre distributcd as follows-

E.xemption.
Churches, etc ............
Sehools,, etc..............
Ont.âxio Goverant . *
Dominion Govcrnnment..

Ch Çta.o ntitutions ...
Cemeteries ..............
County Courtisouso .......
bliecellanious ........ ....
Machinem, plant, tc., exempt

under Isy-lawa ........

Total................

Value
oftland.

2.0,43

378,431)
3301,$$8

41,20n
45,275

build1nj;.L
$3i, 62-4,f 18
1"-)05,4r,5
2,W85,45(i

2,269,"s0

Total.

3,029,90w

........ .......

8,t478,703 812,6089,783 24,168,486

February 17, 1899.


