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ties ;"
death ; the well-beloved of the Father
erying out. in the awful loneliness of a
soul separated for a time from a rense
‘of the Divine presence, “ My God. my
God, why hast Thou forsaken me!™

Hast thou seen this? And does not
gin, only to be atoned for by =0 great a
sacrifice, appear exceeding sinful? It
dnes; itoug it for it was only s the
price of His agony, and bloody sweat,
and sufferings, and death, that Je-us ac-
quired the pewer of forgiving ~in<; of
saying to any one of us, as we oy to
Him for mercy, “Son, danghter. L of
good cheers thy ¢ins be foreiven h o
“'Lhe Son of Man hath power on carti..
The cross had notywhen the word- wer.
uttered, been endured : bat the covennt
was “ordered in all things and swe ”
and He that came to do his Fathey's il
would fulfil it in due season. Upon the
credit of the Saviour’s death, sinners had
been foreiven from the very first; and
befleving souls, trusting 5w lour M
to berevealed, and * waiting for the con-
solution of Israel,” were accepted of God,
and entered at death into the Paradise
above,

In virtre of the propitiation he was
about to offer, Christ, while e walked
with men on earth, forgave thewa; ay,
when 1le was dying for them en the
cross, pronounced their pardon : proving
that even then, in His apparently weak-
est moments, Ile had “ all power given
unto Him in heaven and on carth.”
And the same “ power ” belongs to Him
now ; now that the sacrifice has been
oftered. the sin expiated, aud the curse
exhausted.  Much more may we say
now that the “ power ” is His; scated as
He is at the right hand of tho Father,
“ far above all thrones and dominions,
and principalities and powers.” - If,
when we were cuemies we were recon-
cil'd to God by the death of His Son,
much more, being reconeiled, we shull b
saved by Hix 11(L “Wheretore He -

abfe (0 save them to the uttcrmost thai .

the prince of life overcome of

The Monthly Record of the Church of Scotland.

come unto God by Iim, recing Ile f
fiveth to make intereession for 11 "
Then come this day, snd put His |0 r
to the proof.  “Oh, taste and see  Lat
the Lotd s gracious.” Though @our
sins e as the scarlet, or the cnmeong
though they be s more in v nber than
the hairs of your head;” twugh they
have taken such hold 00 vou tha
you are ot able tol: vu have
only now, and as you - 1 111 W your-

self at the feet of Jesu. -~ + .+ pardon
mine iniguity, for it is md you
wil find that 1 ha~ >« torgive
sins "—-the greatest, the Lckist—1o

P!

make them as though the, w
been * castit.e them behind #
and “ buryine them in the le)
sea.”

That pirides of inl: with o
of mind, i crom the wddiess o
tu the pasais e : Sou, be of good chev

Yes; Li- iir<t words to that direascd,
helpless, suifering man, a8 He conveyed
to hite the avwvaoer of pardon. wae
these: *“Take courage; be of good
cheer” And had He sent home the
palsied man unhealed. the miracle un-
wrought, and yet with these words ring-
ing in his ears, the hapless suffer might
have gone away rejoicing ; and friends
and neighbours, pointing to him, might
have suid © Blessed s the man whose
transgression is forgiven ard whose sin
i3 covered.”

We learn from this that religion is
meant to give us happiness, to fill us with
all peace and joy; and, lifting off the
burden of -ceret apprehension, is ‘ntend-
ed to make us light in heart and easy in
conscience. Oh, think not, as so many
do, that the moment a man yiclds bhim-
zelf to Christ he bids farewell to cheer-
fu'ness, and begins a life of sadness and
gloom. Thisis the world’s perversion
of a religious life, a conception of piety
as fal-e - it i common.

T s dife iy, and ought to be, a
Loy, 7 b happiest lité, Chries
Teart does not damp out

-
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