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pense of the Biooks of Discipline, because
it firmly establishes patronage, and ap.
Pears to limit ppular rilis The t rut
is, that if tlic Books of discipline have
no autliority, the Chiurch of Scodand
has no church government, 'worship or
disciplinie, for thc old confession doea
net treat of these subjects. The Act of
1592 is a declaratory Act, which, thouga
it does not mention these books-in .-
tions what is in them, and estab'i;slies
what was set up by tlîem; and ,(icl is
the establishment wilsih exists down to
the present day. Sueit ip the true
Scottislh Churcit. Sueli is the Church
ettablishied by law. Sue!s is the churcit
of te reformation.

Having asccrta*.sed that the only
legalised worshipî is that set u in tire
two Books of 'Discipline at the Ïeformna-
tien, and thut the only legal formi vhichi
our cliure!o can assume is-that whlsi it
liad at iiie Reformation, if it is to, place
itýeif in the position where its charter
places it-it remains te ho seen what; is
the 1gal force of Knox's liturgy. In
tl,, flrst B3ook of Dliscipline, it is fre-
quently referrod to. 'Phus: IlTo the
chuehes where no minister can be had
presently, maust be. appointed tiS mont
apt utc» that distinctiy ca» read the
ceminon ' Prayers' and tihe Seriptures."
Fer the work of reading the common
prayers and Soriptures a distinct office
was creatod-the office of"I the readers."
Their stipend ia thus arranged: IlFor a
reader forty marks is sufficient: providod
that hoe teacit the children of the pariait,
bese the reading of tite comrnon
prayera and books oi~ the Old and New
Testamient." Again: "lreaders ought
to be endued with gravity and discretion,
lest by titeir lightness, the prayers or
$criptures read be of less price or esti-
mation." For upland parishes it ia or-
déined: Ilevery reader or minister
thtre appointed, muat take care of thte
clIdren and youtit of the parish, to in-
struct them in the first rudiments, especi-
ally in the eatecii (Calvin's cate-
clss) as we have it now translated in
the Book of Comasor Order, called tite
order of Gent-va." In explaining "ltite
ýlicy of the Kirk," the first distinguishes
tween things necessary and things

only profitable. .Among things ilnecea-
sary,» are enumerated "1 common prayers
publicly made ;"and among titinge only

" profitable.:" "lthat psalme should bc
sung." Again: In great towns wc
thsisi it expedient tisat, every day, there
ho cither sermon or common prayers
with sente exorcises of' reading the
Scriptures." There is a curieus clause
foo, long to quote, wivîsi recommrendsthat
p)ublic sermon ansl consmon prayers ho
not conjoined. As to, catcchising "the
onder and how nsuch is appointed for
every Ssmnday, is alrealy distinguished
in osmr Book of Coinnon Order; whicli
Catechisni s fatIe inoat perfect that ever
yet waa used in ftie Kirk." Again: Il In
prsvate bouses ive think it expedient
that tIse inost grave ad discreet person
use te common prayers at morn and
night." Suds is a specimen of te sane-
tion which tlic liturgy contained in the
Book of Common Order received in titis
wonderftil hook-tho Jirsi Book of Dis-
cipliste-every line of'. which breathes
piety, patriotssm ami prudence. lt may
be nientioned that, for a year or two

before, and for a ycar or two, after 1560,
tIse Englisit Book of Common I>raï'cr
was used in the Scotch Chureit, ovsng
to, tIse scarcity, of lCnox's, until means
were taken to have the latter printed in
sufficient; abundance. Thierefore, te
phrase "lcommon prayeora" may seras-
tinies refer to tIse Englisit, except witen
the otiter is expressly mentionec. In a
review of the period between 1560 and
1592, Dr. Cunninghtam says, in is ad-
mirable history: "lThe Book of Common
Prayer [Prayer Book of Edward VI.]
was stili used ln thte service, and soute-
Limnes as a help te private devotion.
John Knox had portions of it read to
hini while hoe Iay upon his death-bed.
In Dec. 1564, flice Assernbly ordered al
ministers and readers to provide them-
oelveS witit a copy, of tîse 1>salsn Book,
iviit te order of Geneva attacited
(which had just then issued fri-o the
press), te assist theut in tite celebration
of the sacraments; and in October,1599,
the parliament ordained titat every
gentleman worth Lhree hundred marks
yearly, and every substantial seaman and
burgess worth flfty pounds in goods or
land, slîouid, posseas himselfirith a Bible
and Psalni Book." Copies of titis edi-
tion are stili extant. Thtis book of*
prayers eontinued in use till at leat
1637; for in titat year, on thte famous-,
23rd JuIy, when Laud's semi-Popishi


