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beyond, hie exerts lus littie strcngth, and receives many a fait nt first; still, day
after day hie perseveres,-his musclesq, by the continued exercise, get stronger
and stron-aer,-ue becomes more and more expert in rising bar abovo bar, un-
tii nt iastliuo clears the top. ani, as a reward to bis industry and perseverance,
lie cornes inte possession of what bis heart so earnestly dosiros. So it is with
*,od's promses in the gospel, ani the ivay lie teaches us te exorcise our faitu,
tluat wc may grasp eacIu one of thoun ivith this liand of faith, with wluioh Ho bias
furnishied eacb true oturistian, by tiiat nuysterioiis operation of the Holy Spirit,
in bis heart and soul, called Regoneration, and reaiiy ani truly eall tbouu ait
our own, that we may foot theuin ail to bie our own, and that we can use thoni
all as our own, for our ewvn especiai benefit, interest and comfort.

Whien the profossing christian, therefore, esases in luis endeavours, aller twe
or thrcc exorcises, and gots disheartened, bowv much neod lias tiiat individual
to dIo as the aposties di-t, (Luko 1 7: 5) and pray, saying, IlLord Jesus, increase
mv faithi." What a noble exampie of porsoverance in prayor, indicating a
str9ng faitiu, bave wve in the instance of the Canaanitisi %wotnan, recorder at
the 22nd and foliowing verses of the 1.5ti cbap. of Mattlbew's Gospel. She iuad

asciideed which she wanted our Saviotir to perforrn--namoly, the castin"
out of a dcvii which 'was in lber daughiter. Suie knew that Jesus could dIo tis
thing, and shc had resolvod in bier 2Dmid that she would flot part with Hinm
unitit sue sbould got Iliium to do it. Our Saviour know that she was possossed
of strong faitu in Humn, aîud Hie wislued to put it te the trial, observe, for an
exanipte to ail christians, in every age of the world, by seeming te give lier a
fiat refusai. At irst Hie ivouid fot answer bier a word ; and whien lio did
spoak to bier, His words contained no promise, nor even affordod the best hope,
that lie would do as she roquested Ilini : IlIt is flot uneet," said Hoe, Ilte taxe
the ciidren's bread and csst it te the dogs,"ý-tuat B~, it is net right to extend
the biessin-as and benefits which God bas sont Me te confer on the Jews alone
as yot, and empioy thoas in behatf ofthe Gentiles, cf whom yen are one. ri
roply, ene would think, would liave been sufficient te have silonced bor, but
Jesus kncw ttiat it woutd flot, cisc He wouid flot have said it. Hie knew well
that slie wouid net bo shiaken off with this seoming robuiff; and, indood, it
nmade bier only the more persistent. "lBe this, Lord, as you say," replies sue, in
effet-"l yet account nie as a dog, that 1 may oniy have the priviloge of gather-
ing up the cruînbs whicti fait froin the children's table." This was enouýgh for
our Saviour-He was miost wvillingty caught in His own argument and muode of
cxpression-and Ho graciousi speaks the word whiciu the womsn wished Hin
te spoak, "l "n lieri "eat is thy faitii: be it unto thee even as
thou %vilt." IAnlirdaughtor," ut is added on the sacred pae 0 wa made
whiole frein that verýy hiour." Wouid, then, that ait professing o ristians, in the
exorcise of their faitb by prayer, ivould take an examnple by her-and as surely
wili they get tîmeir righitxeous petitions granted by Ged, as she got bier request
se graciousty answered. The unw'Ittinuness is iiut in the Lord te grant every
good thing îvhieli Hie bas promised te, lus buman oreaturos, but thie defoct is
un ourseives. WVe either ask fer things frein Hlm, tue granting of which Hie
forezoos would bo for our injury, rather than for our benefit, and therefore H1e
ivisety keeps thein back frein us, or we fait in knocking loud enough at the door
of graeo-so that, for ail wo do, He witi flot o0en it te us, in the particular re,-
quest wo want Hlm te do so. Yet, 'what are els own words ? Are tluoy flot,
IlAQk and ye shali recive, seek and ye shati find, knook ami. it shall be opcned
to yen?" Tbese twice repeated promises of His are not given to mock us, but
to assure us, and the earnest cry of tue hurnan heart, te Hlm lias nover yet
been disregarded. Like the case of Peter of oid, (Matt. 14: 30) God often-
timos perunits Hie people yet te get into troubied waters-te ho at the very
point of sinking axneng the biliows of trials and misf'rtunes-but thon, when
ail hiope, te huinan appearance, secms te o e ut off; the carnos-t cry of the


