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throne, that secured to us an open Bible, and
freedom to worship God kecording to our
conscience, Other topies connected with
them you will nat overlook; but upon these
you will never feel that you can dwell too
frequently or too earnestly. 'They constitute
the main building of the gospel scheme; and
though a scafiolding is needful in the erection
of & building, the architect will not think
thet his work iy progressing if he is always
laboring at the scuffolding.  Your duty is to
preach the gospel,” and not merely things
connected with it. The man that i3 wise,
(says Jeremy Taylor,) he that is conducted
by the Spirit of God, knows better in what
Christ’s kingdom doth consist, than to throw
away Liv time and interest, his peace and
safety, fur what? for religion? no; for the
body of rcligion? no, not so much; for the
garment of the bady of religion? no, not for
so much; but for the rrINGES of the garment
of the body of religion—for such, and no
Vetter, are many religious (or rather irrelig-
lous) disputes oun things, or rather circum-
slances and manners of things, in which the
soul and spirit are not at oll concerned. In
the impressive words of the Apostle Paul to
Timothy, his beloved son in the faith, I
charge thee, before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appewring and his kingdom;
preach the word, be instant in season, out
- of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
jony suffering and doeirine.”
It cannce have escaped your notice that
there is a tendency ir the present day to for-
sake that “ form of sound words” which nas

been the railying point of our Church since’

she was firat estabiished, and to indulge in
wild speculations that have tended most
grievously to unsettlé sonfe minds, Let me
earnestly recommend you, while you avoid

ttese yourself, to warn your people against.

them. In the language of the prophet Eztkiel,
 Stand in the ways, and »ee, and ask for the
old paths, where'is the good way, and walk
therein,”  The noble standards of our Chureh,
our Confession of Faith and our Catechisms,
thase marvetlous productions of a body of
men of profourd learning and earnest, piety,
—men who seem to have been guided in an
eminent degree by the spirit of Truth and of
Wisdom—these, always in auhordination to
tite Word gf God, will be of great use to you
in your ministerial. work, both in assisting
you in preparing for the pulpit, and also io
your privale dealings with the people of your
charge, especially in the instruction of the
youhg. ’ )

'the work on which you are entering is a
megt mementous one. It concerns not so
much the things of the perishable body, as
those of the soul. ,It deals not so much with
the affaics of time, as with awful realities of
etecuity. And iiis a solemn thought that
when we eunter the pulpit, and address our
songregations, the everlasting welfare of souls
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may be suspended on the issue. If we be”
atir not ourselves, by earnest and affectionate:
appeals 10 the henrt and conscivnce, Satan
may pravail, the people whom we have been
appointed to direet in the way to-heaven
may everlastingly perish,  And if they per-
ish through our ngligence or unfaithfulness,
we are assured, in the words of inspiration,
that * their blood will be required at our
hands.”

It is a most honourahle, but it is, at the
same time, a most laborinus service, ta which
you have now been set apart; and I am sure
you must, ere this, have felt that no man in
his own strength is sufficient for it. Be much
in prayer, then, for strength. KEven men of
the most distinguished talents, and purest
zeal, when they survev the extent and Smport-
ance of their charge, and the strict account
they must one day give of their stewardship,
have cause- with David to plead, « Enter
not into judgment with thy servant; foryin
thy sight no living man shall be justified.”
¢ Seek, then, that sufficiency that is of God.”

My dear young friend, God has committed
to you a charge of supreme importance, and
it will be your paramount duty to meditate
on divine things, and give yourself wholly to
them. Other things may solicit your attention,
and you ave not to go outof the world. But
let nothing claim those hours that cught to
he consecrated 10 God and His people. . Say
to all, and to everything that would with-
draw you from what must constitute the busi.
ness of your life, as Nehemiah said to San-
ballat, “1 am doing a great work, and [
cannat come down; why should the work
cesse, while I leave it, and come down to
you 2 .

Suffer nte, farther,toexhort you to cultivate
persanal religion, Be much in prayer for
yourself and for vour peaple. Let the

 truths which you preach to others be the life

and nourishment of your own soul. .Itisa
fearful thing to think that one may preach to
others, and preach eveh acceptably and suc-
cessfully, and yet himself ¢ be a castaway.”
And I know nothing more calculated to bar-
den the heart, than being constantly occupied
in the services of religion, while the heart is
altegether unaffected by them. It will be
your study, then, to preach to yourself as well
s to sthars, and o apply 10 your own soul
the glorious truths which you proelaim to
your hearers. - : '

Your great business must be to preach the
Guospel; but there are other duties of the
ministerial office which must not be neglect-
ed, , Sufféer me to recommend 10 you a prac-
tice which I have found t¢ he extremely use-
ful to myself and acceptable to my peaple:
to visit much from house to house, I have
always thought thas he does the work
of a minixter. very partially indeed who is
seen by his people but once a week in the
pulpit, and who is a total stranger to them
all the rest of his time. Go, then, amongst



