
suflieient acquaintann' witb its 1îuýcliar-itie.q had heen leînel Marty
centuiries ago, to enable iL to, be woven into clotbs ofreti of considerablo
siye. A t the present day the finer grades and longest fibres are stili
soiuewiîat extensively used for weaviug inta cioths, froin whilîi drap)
cuirtains for thleitres, slits of ci9,tlhiîîg for firemnen, and variolns atber
articles, are initie, among which are iasbestus muail bias for rtàtiiwtty
transit. So importanit Ls te niater of tire protection iii theatres inow
regarded in the ieading cities of Europe and in die United States. tliat

sl><eitil legishitioti bas decitied that asbestus cuirtains of a size sufficielit
ta comietely shutt off the stage front t body of te biouse iust bo It

part of LUe stage futrulitlure. As ail instance of wvhat cati be woveii front
this materiai, iL ruay be inentianeil that the cartain of the Academy of
Music, Philadelpitia, by wvhiciî the stage is separ-ated frant the body of
te bouise in case of' tire, is 54 feet %vide and -53 feet Iliglb, auld is iltade

aimost entirely of pitre asbestus, only 3 lier cent. cottan being enifflo) ed,
Iiresuînably Lo, facilitate te weavingc.

As a protectioni for fircîxen asetsclothing lias been. iiro-;et to
W. of the greattest îd'tùg. By iLs aid tily lttLvo beu able to enter

bnrniug, b)uidings aund aimproacbi Sa damsely ta te flines as< to extingulishi
thenm in a nih more sjîeedy illattuer titan by the 01(1 plan of figh,£'tiing
thern at ., O itne f a souuewliat simibLr cbaracter are LUe filre
mlhieisaionaeaaseu, which are piced bet.ween tUe burning

building and tiiose who, are iiighting Lhe fanies, thus protecting theni
largely boLU froin the great lient and frot the dense volumes of amoke
as wvcli. As for tUe great hieat %vhiclî can lie endured wlien clati iii

these grarnients, tUe story of' the exi(tiii, of the Coste gas weii in
western Ontario only at year is quite fresi iii our He..ie 1el-Et
the litge jet of gas wvUich issueui front the stand-ime of the 'veil beemugue
ignitedi aIid thoe screw-cap whichi ciased tbe îliiî) biaving received sauone
injinry could flot Uc ad justed sa as- to eflIctta1iy closeP LUe orifice. Sev-
cral exp)edieiits were resorted ta in order t ta arrngitiie Ca? -sutccessft' ',
Liii at lat, tindet' puromi~se of a iîenîvy rew-Natrd, sonmum atue, clad in ail
-asiiestuls Suit, b3iIY approacied te flite itseif, a titing ai>solit.y int-

poassible without the îtatecticîn t1itt.s aillorded, .1djusted tLilé cal)prioîerly,
Sered it on and extingcIlish ed te ]gniited guu.s. BEut wtile te uise of
titis inateriai for the li irose, ai clotbiî'g U.L stcaciliiiîcr-easedl within


