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.THE PA4TRICK 0F LEGIJIND ANYD THE PATRICK
0F IIISTOIY.

R7FE earliest and inost reliable of the manuseripts of the Con-
~>Lfession of Patrick closes Nvith a note in tbe hand of the

transcriber, which is as follows :-" Thus far the volume which
?Patrick 'wrote 'with bis own hand: On the seventeenth of Mareh
Patrick was translated to heaven." The recent, festival of
the greab apostie of tbe Irish church oflfars an opportunity for
presenting a few tbings concerning him that may interest the
readers of this magazine. When two centuries from, the death
of Patrick had passed, national, as well as religluus feeling,
had created a character in 'which a littie history is mingled wvith
inuch fable. In one lIfe, which is supposed to reach as fur back
as the eighth century, Patrick, whil*le yet a ci.works miracles.
WýVater bursts from the rock for bis bapt.ism; Nva,-er is turned into
fire to cook bis food, and icicles become faggots to make a fire to,
warm, him. Duringr a voyage from France bis stone altar becomes
a float in wbich a leper sils with bim to Ireland. When bis
paschal. fire wvas ýs?'-n f rom Tara, the Druids prophesied afte'r the
Babylonian fashion : "Oh king! Live for ever! This fire will
neyer be extinguished, unless il- be extinguished this night'" One
of the king's magicians was by Patrick's band lifted up and mnade
to fail so that his brains were dashedl out. When the kingr was about
to dlestroy the saint, a horror of darkness feil upon him, and he
groped in the dark, like Elymas tbe sorcerer. Wben this king on
another occasion t.ried to kili Patrick, the saint and bis friends were


