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hill-top, and every feature of the landscape as fur as
«ist of stomes-——stones every-

cun see, con
where—in many places many foet in depth. * The
1 md is oncof wuste and desolate and ruined citics,”
nearly as uch so now as in theday of the prophet
Ezekicl.

35. Like the garden of Eden, Eden was
she ideal of nutural lusuriance and beauty. The
whole pussuge states a prowmise thut the captives in
Chaldea could hardly have been expected to be-
Tieve, so utterly coutrary did it run to the course
of facts.  But it was literally fulfilled, for in the
elays of onr Saviowr there was mot a more fertile
Jund in all the world than Judea, Samaria, Perea,
and Gulilee, and we have no reason to doubt that
God's providence is quite equal to turning Pules-

the

tine onee more into a marvel of fertility.

PAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

37. 1 will yet for this be inquired ofs
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God wants prayer. If there were no other reason
for prayer, the very act puts the human soul inte
a position where it can more alily receive di-
vine blessings 3 and the thougkt in the prophet’s
auind may have been something like thut which
was afterward expressed in the New Testament,
4 Yo have not, because ye ask not; ye ask, and
reccive not, beeause ye ask wmiss.”

38. The holy flocks Tmmense droves of sheep
and lambs were annually taken to Jerusalem for
saerifice and feasting.  In our Lord’s day perhaps
two millions of people eame up to Jernsulem atthe
passover, and for their consumption in food and
in sacrifice enormous numbers of animals were
required. Bo large, says the prophet, shall be the
increuse of the population of the land w hich, when
he spoke, was almostutterly desertod.

ORITICAL NOTEHS.

This passage of Holy Seripture is as deficient in
snaterial for eritical notes as it is full and rich in
1ssons of an expository and practieal character.
And this fuet is eharaeteristic of the word ot God.
Those portions whieh are best adapted for religions
wlification and comfort stand in little need of erit-
ieul diseussions, and are so plain that a child ean
wnderstand them, They constitute, moreover, by
far the larger part of the Bible.

Verse 25, Sprinkle, This word (in the Te-
hrew) is used in Ezek. 10, 2, for the scattering of
coulsy in 2 Chron, 34, 4, and Job 2. 12, for scatter-
ing dust in Isa. 28, 25, for seattering seeds 3 and in
110s. 7. 9, for sprinkling gray hairs upon the head.

1

But gencrally the reference is to the sprinkling of
lood (as in Exod. 20, 205 Lev. 1. 53 Num. 18,173
and Ezek. 43. 18), and in connection with the
mention of elean water, as here, it becomes a
metaphor of purification, spiritual eleansing.

26, Stony heart ¢« « flesh, Here again ma-
terial images are used to denote a purely spiritual
religious conception.

29, Call for the corn. As if the corn were
a thing of life, God will issue his eall to it to spring
up and grow and produce abundant fruit.

3. Canse you todwellin the city. Rather,
4« aquse the cities to be inhabited ;" that is, to be
again filled with people.

35. Eden. The word suggests that the land
of Tsrael will be like a paradise regained. Comp.
the * new earth ™ of Isa. 65. 175 06. 22 and Rev.
B 1S

37. Inquired of. Or, “ 1 will let myself be
inquired of.”” Comp. the emphatic use of this
word in chap. 14, 3. With men like a flock.
ebrew, * like a flock of men ;" or, if we follow
the Masoretic pointing, which puts the article be-
fore flock, * like the flock—men.” 1t scems best to
discard the srticle supplied by the Masorites, and

|
|

construe the word as in the mext two<clauses, w'ick
«hould all be read together, without any break
between verses 37 and 88, as follows s Likea flock
of men, like a flock of holy ones, like a flock of

| Jerusalem.” The allusion in the last clanse

is to the immense flocks of sheep and other cattle
brought to Jerusalem at the great feasts. Comp.
2 Chron. 35. 7.

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. In what sense s the word * heart™
used in the Seripture ?

As (1) the thinking, reasoning part of mun;
(2) the inner thought, or purpose; (%) the con-
seicnee, as when on the day of Pentecost men were
“ pricked in the heart 3 (4) the understanding, as
in 1 Cor. 2. 9, but chiefly as (5) the cetional part
of our nature; (6) the fountain and seat of the
moral life, the springs of desire, will, purpose, and
affection 3 (7) the central soul itself, thut which
constitutes the moral nature.  This is its common-
est meaning, and is that of Ezekicl in his frequent
usages ; and hence it is a propheey not only that
the hard, immoral nature of Jews which lusted
after idols should be transformed, but also of that
central fact of gospel salvation, Regeneration, a
moral nature transformed by the Holy Spirit.—
Rev. A. Inwood.

The term * heart™ occupics an important place
in Seripture.  Its psyehological position is more
fundamental than * goul.” It is the place where
desires originate and where sclf-consciousness is
developed. The “soul,” as the *‘ego,” comes to
a knowledge of itself in the “heart.” The bib-
lical view of the *heart” may be summarized as
follows: 1. Tt is the home und source of moral ac-

tivity. 2. Tlence itis the scat of the conscience.

8. It is the in-head of the affecti 4. Itis




