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ing lier steps, ail thc more did shie bury lierscif in the thickest part
of the pine grove covcring- several acres. Wlîere wvas she going ?F.

She knew not. Stagtahaiot following any beateiî patlî did
shie go0.

H-e, quiet it was around lier, sav'e the noise nmade by the dry
twigs and pine cones cra-,ckling uinder lier feet. Hlow long hiad she
thus been walking .. gain shie couid not tell ; buýt, as it often
hiappens ini tie forest, she no-w found hierseif wvitlin a few yards of
lier starting place.

1-er nîind was nowv set. No longer would slie play the cornedy
of niotherhood ! She would rid hierself of the childreiî ! Had she
inot just as miuchi riglît to treat those clîildren as mnany real parents
treat their own ?.. .Yes ! instead of keeping tlîem around lier, tue
boy w~ould be sent to somne remiote èollege and the girl to a con-
vent. Whiv ! Is there anything w'rong in this P Are flot those
children of an age -%,len stronger* ha,,nds should exercise, tutorship
over tiieni ? " And -witlîal, -what moral influence can I exercise
Dver tlhem, w'Iien their very presenée inflicts upon me untold suifer-
ings P " " Awav from the homie tlîeý love so -well, unlhappy w~ill
they be, 1 arn sure ; George, so sensitive, and Alice, so delicate,
wvould suifer in the pronîiscuity of a boarding school, but -%vhzat of
it ?" How many boys and girls of a same age, are at tlîis very
mnoment exiled from home, and -wvere none tlic less developing
niorally, intellectually and phiysically." And after ail if tiiey werc
flot hiappy, sue deenîed it but just. «\Vas slie hiappy herseif ? But
howv would lier hiusband, on his return, countenance lier resolution ?
I-ow ?. ..AII sue liad to say, and it -vas p-artly true, tlîat tue chlidren
werc fast growing out of lier control ; and lie, so severe, notwith-
standing his kindness, would certainly approve lier act. Moreover,
did lie not lîimself, before leaving- on lus last cruise, renîark that
the boy w'as getting- self-willed and the girl ratlier inclined to pont
and give back answers. Her resolve wvas accordingly framned :tlîe
two childrcn, innocent tlîoughi they are, w'onld rutlilessly be sent
away, aiîd this, at lenst, would br.ing lier peace and ]cave lier alone
wvith the undying nieniory of lier dead cliild.

IV.

Tiiere is for e-very soul, an atnuosplîere of tlîouglits and ideas,
so congrenial and so natural, that, beingy depriv'ed of it, a clîokin
sensation is at once feir. A noble sensitiveness nîav allowv itself to
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