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A COMPARISON OF THE CHARACTERS 0F ROWENA ANI)
REBECCA-IN SCOTT'S IVANHOE.

N cornparing the clîaractcrs of the two lwroin-es of Scott's
nlovel, Ivanhoe,. perhaps it Nvould 1e well to, take into con-
sideration their ancestry, early surroundings, -and ail other
-influences which tended to rnould- and develop tliem.

.Rowena wvas descended from Saxon nobles, %%ho were prouue,
rcso1ute-, dignified, with indornitable -wills, but bra.ve, frank and
honest. Shc wvas brouglit up in the bome of lier guardian, Cedric,
wherie ever srnce she wàs a niere child shc liad been looked up to,
reverenced and obev.ed in every detail; even Cedric bowed to ber
every, wish, and she watited nothing wvhicb lie did flot imrnediately
get foù lier.

-Compare, now, with this Rebecca's early life. ýShe wvas a Jéwess,
the daughter of the accursed tace, looked"down upon, scorncd, and'
despised by ev'ery one, rich .afid poor alike.

Most~ of the jews hiad a great deal of, money and this the rulers
and nobles wrung- froni thern by every species of oppression, even
personal tortùre.

Rebccca's fatiier, Isaac, of York, w~as a very good type of the
race, suspicious, ,Natcliftil, uniforgiving, avaricious and timid, his'
great love for his daughter being biis one redeeming quality. He
wvas v'ery wcealthy, and ce'crything rnoney could buy Rebecca liad.
Yet, though surrotincled with riches and luxury-, she had al-Say in
mind the precarious circumstances in îvhich- she 'vas placed, and
these reflections had given her a sounder judgnient and a temper
wvhich otlîerwvise rnight hav'e b Cen hiaugiîty, imperidus and obstinate.

H-er father hiad taughit lier to be courteous to evcry one with
'vhom shie came in contact, and she. bore lierseif wvith a proud
humility, as if subnîitting to the circumistances in which she wvas
placed, -wbile feeling in lier own mind the consciousne!gs that she
wvas entitied to a% higlier rank from lier nient than the religious pre-
judice of thc times permitted lier to aspire to.

The appearance of the two girls, both iè.xtreniely beautiful, -%'as
vcry different. Rowvena, being taîl and fair, wvith blue eyes and liaiýr
of gold, -whlile Rebecca, on the contrary, was dark complectioned,
wvith flashing dark eyes and long black hàir.

Rowena's disposition wvas naturally a, inild, timid and gentle
one, but her early education band liarderied it, for, accustomied to, se
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