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A SWEET SINGER.

* - ETS are flot muade, xve are sure of that, but are
nurtured. And what is the hest nurture for poets ? The
citd's sout breailbed upon by certain influences ivitl

.- -- quicken the gerrus of poetic powtr, but what are itiose
-nlece-pr the divine-as such ; iwhat breezes will sooriest
and most sures? brinîc- theni to vioorous bloorn ? The ansvcr to

reason."' While waiting for that answer ]et us observe that poets
corne out of most untikely places. The seed, chiance-sown, springs
up alter its kind, and grows into rnignonette or nîornirlg glory,
though on a heap of refuse in a crarnped and ne!g-lected corner.
Perhaps il takes a deeper tint or a richer fragrance frorn the rank

elernents that nourish it. But xve do not lookz for ibis. Thej words instinctivety spoken liere are: How does sucli a flower
floui-ish in such a spot? It is to the plant rooted in genial soit,
xvittî room to grow, that we look for large and vivid bloomn, and-
it is to tie poet nurtured under happy influences that %ve look for
jhie charrn that Wives te-st. if not forg-,etfulnes-s. Sucb among
sevcral of the poets of tie nineteenth century is tlie swcet singer
noiw thoueht of -Cc/$z Tiraier. Reading oine of lier books is
like being taken froru the jostling turmoil of a city into a quiet,
sunny rneadow, fragrant witti swveet-brier and cool with the breatb
ofthe sea, a whote liemnisphere of blue above and the voices of

birds and chitdren mingtling with the rustie of Uhe xvind-swept
grass. The serenity of nature is in hier xvork, a serenity bora net
zitone of a happy temperament, or victory over self and sorrow,
but of a chitdtiood blessed wvith love and frc to take to jtsett ait
that unstinted sunshinei far-re«-chingl occan and boundIess sky

could give, or tic xvinds coutd bring to lier frorn cvery corner of
the carth.

Celia Lztigh-ton was born at Portsmouth, N.Hi., tiventyv-ninttî
of June, iS3ý. When she %vas very young lier faitier wvent to
keep the tighthouse on White Island, one of the i< sles of Sol,
nine miles from 'lie const. Ttîese islauîds were inhabited býy fishi-


