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ilefensive, strike a telling blow that might bc disastr-ousý to the union cause.
L)cfeat at tbiat timne would be seriolis. Gen. Meade being a iiiilitnriiy engineer,
was 1011V1 C.pale of' art i igr o1 thle dvfenusîve tlîan the ofIetiivé ; bis f(>i't lay
more mn Nvell di-cz-teil plans, a.usi.sted by dîagramns and tyl)og1'aýphy, thani inî
siuddeu1 and unexpcetcd combinat aons, <a passtiit, durînig a, batie. Il is cati-

tion and careftilness of> the liveb of bis soldiers ý civ barriers to sudden ami
tiflooki il for % ictLory aud also to r'ashî cruce plans wlin ight bring on dlefeat.
Stonewall Jackson, Shernian, or Sheridan, to us,,e a Scotch proverb, Il would
intke aL ,spoon or ,-poil a humn," vileMeade wva.- situdying,, the process by
whirh it wvas donc. Lt is not in bis nature 10 teiiupt fiekie fortune by a coup
dI'elat. Iis sense of' responsibiity is too keen, and his fluer fe~elings a'Ill iri
too livciy exercisýe to risýk precious liivcs inin cre experiment or hap-hiazard,
yet it. is doubtful if' such a gencrai could stcessfuilly lioid suprexhe commiand
of a Large armny, in the face iof a ,kilfiil and daring fou, and cacleris paribus,
lead it Io victory wlien succss dcpeuîded îlot on sicge operations, b)ut on sud-
don ami uniooked for manoevrc-takiing adv-antagc of emer-genies-a,,nd in
ixîdomitable perseverance and pluck iii plursiuîng and striking a partiftlly beatten
and retreating foc. Meadc, %Vas fititlifuil and imdîtosaJagdtctia
and wcell-belo%,ed by hîs armny ; but l:is fears; and doubts robbed him of de-
cis'ion. The Amecricau lecaders knew ilhat thec ariny %vas safe with him until
if, wvas rea(iy to strike, the final blov', thon, Grant, as gencralissimo, wt
do-gd determimiation, and a Nvcil dr-illed couutlcss host, led the w'ay Il on that
Ue " in the Wloody niarch to Richmnond. 11owv iiiuy eau rcaiember with

i3hudderin g the horrors of the 'vay fromn thie Rapidan to the Weidon railroadl
-zîe marches and co unter-nia reles- tlie trail of iuanglcd eorpses-thc
moans of dying inen-thie drippitig ambulancs-thie terrible symphouy of'
battle ! Al, il, now reminiscunces of NNiîat seîied a hiedious uighit-aco
somtptrxg phai iitasmata of' the brain, iih, like thc Il baseless fabrie of a
vision, leaves flot a wreck behind," but alas, it was rcality.

The writcr found Meadc's hcad-quarters'in 186-1 at City I'oinùt, and ai that
limie neut l'tr rni lhc extrenic lcft of' bis army. Shortly after the batties of
Ream's station, andi the takiing of' the Wcldoui raiiroaid, and the occupation of
the forts at the Peebles housc, the 1 egrarn farni and 1-Iatcher's Run, his tent
wvas pitchied near the historie Jerusalem planki road, at t.ie wcil-knô *wu Ycilow
Taveru. McNladc's teut, could flot be tiistinguislicd froin those, of his staff, ex-
cept by a smnail Americauî Jag on a pole about six feet Iig(li, and six yards
awvay fromn the tent, door.. lD the eutrance to the teut wvas a smnail stovu, tom-
poscd of iRussiaxi iron, ,diding togetfier after the mnner of a spy-glass, so
that V.'iLCtl rel.novedl h could bc stowed away luto the Emallest compass. lc
,extoliedl it as. a iliodel for camp purposes.' lus bcd wvas a streteher, such as
is used on the field for earrying the Nvotinded.. 'It lad spread ou it a feiv army
blankets, and rested about a foot from the ground6nýi two billets of wood. On
a barrel iras perchied a sm-ail -vritiig-deský, and'by its si4ce were two camp
stools. 'I'lxse, with a small portmauteau, werc the fumuiture of his tont. A
detaclimeut of Zouaves was biis body-iliard, whose fatitastie costume-the red
trousers, tighit leggings, blue jackets with yelloîv facings, and nighit-cap, head
piece above bronzedl facees-struck the eye plcasantly, in contrast withi the
everlast ing bine, of' the regirnents tenied arouiid. Couid we divest ourselves
of the real for a time, the idc*.d and imaginative would soon carry us to the
Boulevards, Tuilieries, Palais Royale, or Place la Concorde, of Paris, wvlxèrc
the traveller neets at alinost every stop the Chasseur d'Afrique ; or we woffld
he sprited away to Algeria, the nat-al place of titis uniform, the siglit of whiel'


