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Our Contributors.
" A LIVELY INDUSTRY.

BY KNOXONIAN.

The most lively business in Canada at
the present time is prophesylng. The pro-
phet is abroad in the Jand. He tells us a
great mopy things that he does not koow.
1f he told us nothing but what he knows our
interviews with him might be short. But
whep he travels io imagination over the next
two months and tells us what all the eccles-
slastical parllaments wili do In June and
what the electors will do on the 23cd day
of that month, he occuples altogether too
much of our time. A busy man might en-
dure a modern prophet if we all had as
many chances to make up for lost time as
Metbuselah bad, but the limit of humaa life
now is only three score andten,

THE POLITICAL PROPHET.

«8ir Charles Tupper will sweep the
country,”saysthisprophet. Indeed! whotold
you so. Do you not kaow that an election
{s one of the most uncertain things in the
world, and that this ele~tion seems more un-
certaip thao any other that has ever been
held in the Dominion. There are llnes of
cleavage in both of the old partles, but no
buman being can tell how many voles may
be affected by these lines. No one koows at
this date how many votes Mr. DMcCarthy
can take from the Government nor how
many the Patrons cap take from both
parties The lines of cleavage may become
distinct enough to be traced by an expert
about the middle of Juue, but there is no
man in Canada that can trace them now.
Perhaps they can'never be traced until the
ballots are counted.

« Laurier will carry the country by fifty
votes,” says another prophet. Now don't
be too sure about that. Perbaps he caonot
carry it at all. The Hierachy hac to be
reckoned with. Supposiag the Catholic
vote goes anything like solid for Remedial
Legislatior, Laurler may not have as many
followers in the next Parliament as he had
ip the last one. The Roman Catbolics may
carry their religion to the polls, and some of
the people who are not Catholics may leave
theirs at home. If the priests have as much
influence over their congregations as many
Protestants think they have, Laurier may
pot have the ghost of ‘a chance, A solid
Catholic vote united to the-straight Goveru-
ment vote, can bury apy political leader in
the country. But then the Catholics may
not vote as a unit, and many aati-coercion-
ists may get new light before polling day,
and conclude that the Remedial Bill is
after all not such a bad thing. Twenty-five
years ago the Ultramontanes downed Sir
George Cartier in Montreal, aod tbey may
down Laurler or any other man. Nobody
can tell how much power Rome has, nor
bow much of it may be used in any given
contest, Altogether this is a davgerous
time to {ndulge in political predictions.

THE MAN WHC SPEAKS FOR THE PEOPLE.

The most amusing kind of a prophet is
the map who speaks for the whole body of
the people. With an air of omnisclence be
tells you that the people will do this and the
people will do that, and the people will not
do a third thing. Now, Mister, who tald you
what the people will do? The people do
some peculiar things at times. For years
we bave been asked to look upon the people
of Manitoba as in danger of suffering from
Remedial Legislation. ¢ Hands off Mani-
toba,” has been a popularcry. Last Juoe
the Ohurch courts left their usual work and
gave a good deal of preclous time to the
‘Manitoba school question. The Third
Party is based mainoly on oppositios to the
Remedial Bill, A few days ago the Domin-
jon Premier and ane of his colleagues—bhoth
pledged to the eyes in favour of the Remed-
iai Bill—went to Manitoba aud a large num-
ber of the people received them, so
some say, in wmuch the same manner
as a conqguesror is received when bhe
comes home “coversd with the scars
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of a hundred battlés and crowned with
the laurels of a bundred victories.” Maanl-
festly those good people who cheered the
Premier and his colleagues are not sufiering
very acutely from the Remedial Bill, Coer-
clon seems to agree with them. In fact it
is a rather serious thiny fz. a man to speak
for **the people " becausenobody canbe very
sure of what the people want to have sald
for them. How would it do to allow the
people to speak for themselves ? Aud when
they do speak for themselves on the 23td day
of pext June let nobody be surprised if the
people of Manitoba by a majority decide in
favor of Remedial Legislation. Just as
funny things as that happeuned before now

IN THE CHURCH

We inteoded to have had a short discussion
with the prophet who can tell you without
any effort what the Church will do or will
not do. What the General Assembly will
do, what the Synod or Presbytery will do,
what the congregation will do. This kind of
a prophet is just -about as exasperating as
tbe political prophet. His chief -charact.
eristic is that he always tries to give
a kind of plous fervor to his predictions.
Twuneisup. The Church prophet must be
attended to at some other time.

BRITISH COLUMBIA : ITSYOUNG-
EST MISSION STATION.—I.

BY REY. JOHN HWING WALLACE.

The wonderful towa of Rossland, now
the centre of attraction for the gold hunters
in every part of the world, has been in exist-
ence less than a year. But as far back as
the ¢ sixtles,” gold was known to exist in
the Kootenay District. Thls, however, was
only in placer diggings (i ¢., the gold was
found In sand). Naturally enoughb, before
long, some one argued that if ga'd were
found in large quantities in the saund, it
should also be found, only in still greater
quantities, in the *rock strata.” A careful
examination was iostituted and this
theory was foand to be correct; but the
aisay showed that the ore, being a suiphide
and containing large quantities of silica prov-
ed itself so refractory in the furnace that the
enormous cast of prcduction prohibited
further work. This was ia 1889, when the
*Le Roi,” ** War Eagle,” * Centre Star,”
“ Nickel Plate,” and ¢ Josie " mines, in the
present town of Rossland, were first located,

In 1894, however, a new method of assay
was discovered by Mr. J. L. Warner, min-
ing engineer, with the result that the hither-
to unworked Rossland and Trail Crook
Mines woke up, one moraning, like Byron,
to fiod themselves famous. The process
was this: The large proportion of iroa in
the Rosslard and Trail Creek ores, proved
itself of great value as a2 ** flux,” whea com-
bloed in the smeliers with the ores of
Everett and Tacoma, Washington, and
Butte and Helena, Montana. This ied to
a keen competition among these towns for a
supply of Rossland and Trail Creck ores,
Mea in thousands flocked to Rossland, the
gold fever throbbing in their veins ; huts
and cabins were built, shafts suok ; a town
site Jald out, and Rossland became an
established fact in history.

The great bulk of Rossland and Trail
Creek ores yield from $3.00 or $4.00 to $16.-
ooor $18.00 worth of gold on the surface.
This, of course, is not a paying *‘ propor-
tion " when the ores have to bz transported
loog distances to smelters, but would yield
enormous returns if reduced to a ¢ matte”’
in smelters at Rossland and Trail Oreek.
A large smelter has just been built at Trail
Creek for this purpose and doubtless before
long others will be built at Rosslaad.

Wkat has established the camp on a
sound basis is the fact that an immense ton-
nage has been shipped ; that machinery of
the best and newest kinds Is employed ; and
tbat the ore in the lowest workings of the
*Le Roi" (at 430 feet) ylelds as much as
$500 00 worth of gold per ton to-day ; the
f¢ persistency " of great bodies of ore is

absolutely demonstrated, and its value in-
creases with depth, When Iadd thata very
large majority of ** claims” located here
give results far beyond the first showlng of
the * Le Roi” and * War Eagle” mines,
it is pot easy to disbelieve our American
cousins, when they ackaowledge that this is
the greatest minlog camp oo the continent.

In the month of July, 1895, Mr. Hugh
Robertson, a student in Mabnitoba Oollege,
came to Rossland, and began his work as
pioneer missionary in the place, It is no
flattery to the Christlan spirit avd liviog
energy of the Presbyterlan Church lan the
West to say that, they are always first in the
field, where fighting and hard wotk have to
be done. The great difficuities he had to
overcome, the bitter disappointments he had
to bear patiently, and the amouat of eodur-
ance, physical and mental, he had to exerclse
are only known to himsef. Living in a
tent, sleeping in stores, or in aoy corper
where he could find space to spread his
blankets ; holding services 1n half Goished
buildings while the carpenters plied their
hammers over head, and a8 company of
drunken miners gambled behind—are ooly
mere trifles compared with the incon-
veniences he had to undergo, and which will
never be known, When he spoke of build
ing a small chuich and applied for a free
lct, one of the ‘ gentlemen " of the towa
replied, ** We don't want uo cburches here ;
churches are the curse of this coatioent.”

However, on some debateable ground,
outside the town, and on the rocks overhang-
ing it, & rough lumber church was eracted.
All the church-going people in the camp
gave most willingly what tkey could towards
payment of the buildiog expeoses. Mauny
gave lumber and shingles ; many gave sev-
eral days work free ; and all felt that it was
a red letter day, indeed, in the calender,
when tbe church, destitute of windows and
innocent of plaster or paper, was at leogth
opened for public service on Sabbath. It
stood on a high ledge of rock, thirty feet
above the main road, which leads from the
town level' up the mountain side to the
mines. A flight ot twenty steps bad to be
built from the road up to tge sumit of the
ledge on which the church stood. The
building of this veritable ** Jacob’s Ladder”
was accomplished by Mr. Hugh Robert-
son himself, with the assistance of a
friend. Aond yet, when the work had been
finished, the chief d:fficulty still remained.
This was to induce the mass of the people
to climb the steep rough mouatain road, and
ascend the *‘ ladder " to the aerial position
of the church, Those who had glven of
their substance, or wha had * mixed thelr
labor  in the - uudertaking, came willingly
and regularly enougb, but the majority
¢ cared for none of these things.” Mean-
while Mr. Robertson was sharing a rough
lumber cabin with a watchmaker, doing the
cooking and household wotk in return for
his board—a very near approximatlon to
St. Paul's boast of teat-making for his own
support.

Besides bis work in Rossland, Mr.
Robertson visited all the camps ia tbe
vicigity : Trall Creek, the shipplng port of
Rossland, on the Columbia River, seven
miles down the mountain and two thousand
feet below Rossland; Wanoto, a2 small
camp on the boundary line, twéaty miles
distant, and other smaller camps of pro<pect-
ors, which have since been vacated. Final-
Iy, the watchmaker took unto himself a wife,
and Mr. Robertson was compelled to sleep
in a large furnpiture store, taking his meals
in the testaurants and making his sermons
as he waliced to and fro over the mountains.
This was in the mcoth of September, and
the cold weather ewas fast approaching.
Mr. Robertson had to return to college and
I arrived two days after bis departure,

The furniture store I found no longer
avatlable asthe * prophet's chamber,” and
ignorant of the art of cooking, and.of west-
em life generally, I was forced to board in
the cheapest boarding house I could find.
A Roman Catholic family gave me a small
room without & stove, and for room and’
board, 1 paid $30.00 per month. But the
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nights and mornlogs were Inteunsely colf,
aad the walls of the house so thin, that|
could see daylight through the chiaks be
tween the boards. With the help of my
sexton and an undertaker, I built a smy
lumber cabin bebind my church, on iy
rocky percb. As soon as it was in the lay
degree habitable, I furalshed it with a camp
stove, nots and pans, dishes, & small foldioy
bed, and a couple ot chalrs. This was my
first experience of housekeeping; and m)
first attempts at cooking myown meals hary
since furnished the old country newspapen
with many an amusing paragraph,

I now went to work to {urnlsh my chuie)
for the wioter. A floor was lald, cheeyy
cloth and paper tacked on to the bare waly;

a flue was bullt and a large stove put {s,
About this time a new church orgav, com:
iog as a glft from some kind {riends in Pary
Presbytery, completed our church {uralih.
ing, and we felt ready for our winter's wark.
We were very few Iin numbars, but we o)
very proud of our little church, asd
although 1 got a free offer of the towa hal):
in which to hold my services whea the
heavy snow should came, and tha voad yp |
to the church become impassable to womes
and children, the people could not entertaly '
the idea of leaving the church they had’
labored so hard to bulld. So, for batter o -
for worse, it sunshine or storm, lo maos. |
light or darkness, we resolved to keep the
church open. We falt that it was our ows, -
and already a feeling of home had begua to -
cling around 1it, ‘

During the winter, up to the prewn
moantb, all has gone well ; the church bay -
always been well filled, and though maoy .
may have fallen at difterent times io the
dark nights on the icy rocks at the top of
the ladder, no one has ever complained
No doubt we have lost many a large cougre:
gation on Sunday uights, by not haldieg
ourservices in the towa ball, which is sitoat
ed in the very centre of the main street of .
the towp, but what we have lost in onawsy,
we have gained in auother and better way.
The difficulty and daoger of climbiog up to
our church, on its lofty and wind-rocked
perch, on a dark nighr, have helped greatly
to foster a deep devotion in the breasts of -
Presbyterians to what is, as yet, a weak
cause,

Spring, now fast approachiog, finds s !
united, enthusiastic, and determined to
make our church an'iufluence for good o -
this new and rather irreliglous tows, Suo. :
day here among the miners and storekeepe
ers is just the same as any other day, Ha '
man employed in the mines retuses to work
on Sunday, he is instaotly pald off. The
shops aed saloons are open, doing busiuess
jast as on other days ; and on the streets,
ore teams drive back and forth, lumber is.
havled, and building goes on as though
Moses were a myth and the Decalogue had -
never been proclaimed.  An efiort has betn -
made to enfore the law as to Suanday closlog |
of the “bars,” but as yot, only the front |
doors have been closed. Church influence
is beginniog to be felt, and by and by we .
hope to make it the controlling power of the -
town. There are four churches here now:
Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Methodist and -
Presbyterian. So if we do uot beglo 10
make our weight tell speedily, it will bea -
disgrace to all of us. :

FRAGMENTARY NOTES.

BY K,

The ancient capital, Quebec, has assume
ed its summer garb, and fully as early & °
usual navigation has opened, and soon ihs .
noble river will be covered with ships, It
was 'said that several ships were awaiting the
moviog of the ice bridge, which eventtots :
place 'two days ago. There was quiteas
excitement; when, on Friday, (b °
ice was noticed to be moviog down and
there were some half -dozen of people cross
iog on foot, among whom wera one or twd
ladles; who had narrow escapes. One mud
had to be taken into a canoe, and conveytd




