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DY NXOIN

The most lively business lu Canada at
tht present ime is propbtsvtag. Tht pro-
phet Is sbroad in tht land. Ht tells us a
Rient msny tblugs that he dots nol know.
If bc told us aoîhlng but what bc knoo«J aur
Interviews with bina mlgbt bc short. But
whcn bc travels ia imagination over the net
tva moths aud tells us what ail tht eccles-
siasîlcai parllamcuîs yl do In lune and
Whaîtbhe leCtors viii do On tht 23rd day
af that monlb, he occuples altagether too
much ai aur tume. A husy man mlgbt en-
dure a modern praphet if we ait hod as
maay chances tu make Up for lost lIme as
Meîbuselah bad, but tht limît of humau Ille
nov is onty Iret score and ten.

THE POLIT ICAL PROPHET.
"1Sîr Oharles Tupper viii sweep tht

country," says Iis prophel. Iudeed i wbotld
you so. Do Ton flot knoo that an electian
ls ane of the most uncertain thiugs lu the
wrorid, and thai this eltio,,n seemns more un-
certain than any other that bas ever been
beld lu tht Dominion. There are Unets ai
cleavage In bath ai tht aid parties, but no
human being cau tell boy m tny votes may
bc affected by ihese fines. No ont knows ai
this date bow nmaay votes Mr. 'hilcCarthy
eau take from tht Goverumeut cor boy
rnany the Patrons can take fromt hoth
parties ThteUes of cleavage ciay hecome
distinct euough ta be traced hy au expert
about the middle of Jane, but there is no
mari in Canada that eau trace them nov.
Perhaps thcy can*ntvtr bc îraced unili tht
ballots are counted.

"lLaurier wili carry tht country by fifty
votes," says anoîher praphet. Now don't
bc too sure about that. Perhaps be cannet
carry It at ail. Tht Hierachy bas ta be
reckaued witb. Supposiag tht Catbolic
vote gats aaything like sld for Remedial
Legislatior', L-4urIer may nat have as uaany
fottovers ia the next Parliament as hc had
ln tht lasi ont. Tht Rniman Catbalics may
carry their religIon ta the polis, and!,omt aif
ti:e people who are not Cathotucs may leave
tbeirs atbomr. If the priests have as mnucb
Influeuce over their congregations asmnany
Protestants think ty bave, Laurier naay
not have tht ghosi of -a chance. A solid
Caiholic vote united to tbe-slraigbt Goverui-
ment vote, can bury any palitical leader in
tht country. Bat thea tht Cahollcs may
unt vote as a unit, and many aati-coerciou-
lsts may gel aew ight before polilg day,
and conciudt thal tht Remedial Bill is
after ail mot such a had thiug. Tweny-five
years aga tht Ultramantanes downed Sr
George Cartier la Motreal, and îhey rnay
dovu Laurier or any otber man. Nobody
can tell boy mucb paver Rame bas, nar
boy much oi It may bc used In any gîven
contzst. Altagether thîs is a dangerous
lIme ta fadlge la pollîlcal predictians.
TU1E MAN %VHO SPEAICS FOR THE PEOPLE.

The rnost amusing kiud of a prophet is
tht mnan wbo speaks for tht whoie body ai
tht people. With au air et omniscience be
tels Ton ihat the peoplee yul do Ibis and the
people will do that, sud tht people wii nat
doa tird thing. NovMîsterwhotld ou
vhal tht people viii do? Tht people do
sarne peculiar thiugs at limes. For years
ve have been asked ta look upon tht people
ai Manitoba as la danger af suffriag fram
Remediai Legisailon. "lBands off Mani-
loba," bas been a popular cry. Last jane
the Ohurch courts 1dbt their usuas vork and
gave a good deal ai preclous limie to the
-Manitoba school question. Tht Third
Party is based mainly ou apposition tai the
Rimedial Bil. A eydays aZotht Domnin-
Ion Premier and ont of bis coleagas-both
pledged ta tht cyts la favour ai tht Remned-
lai Bil-vent toi Manitoba and a large .nam-
ber ai tht people received theni, sa
iome say, in mach tht. samne manuer
as a conqueror Is received whcn lbe
couacs home "Ocvrýd Wth the scars

ol a hundred hattiès and crowned Wvth
the laurels of a bundred victories." Mani-
estiy those god people who checred the

Premier and lis coileaRues arc etolsuleilng
vcry acutely from the Remediai Bill, Ooer-
clou seems ta agret w1tb themn. In lac If
is a rather seriaus thing (c. a mian ta speak
(or "the people " becausenobody caube vcry
sure of what the people want ta have sald
(or tbemý. How would If do ta ailow the
people ta speak for tbermselves ? Aud wben
they do spcak for themieives on the 23td day
of next june lt nobody bc surprised If the
people ci Manitoba by a majority decde ln
laver af Remediai Legisiatlon. Just as
(unny things as tbat bappened hefore now

IN THE CHURCII
We lnteoded ta have bad a short discussion
wlth the prophet wha can tell you without
any effort what the Church will do or willI
nat do. What the Generai Assembiy wili
do, ivhat the Synod or Presbytery will do,
what the congregatlon wil do. This kiad af
a prophet is just -about as exasperatiog as
the plilticai prophet. is chief it:haract-
eristlc is that bc always tries ta gîve
a kiod of pous fervor ta his predictlons.
TinieIs up. The Church prophet must be
attended to at same ather time.

BRIVISII COL UMI3JA:- IS YOUNG-
EST MISSiOY 457A TION.-I.

BY REY. JOHtN IuWtIu WALLACE.

The wonderiul towra of Rossaud, now
the centre af attraction far the gold huniers
ln every part oi the warld, bas heen ln exist-
ence less tban a Vear. But as far back as
the Ilsixtles," gold was knowa ta exlst ln
tht Kooenay District. Thls, however, was
only in placer dlggings (i e., the gald was
found lu sand). Naturally eoiougb, before
long, sanie one argued that if go'd were
found in large quantities in the saad, it
shauid aiso bc found, oniy in stil greater
quantities, lu tht Ilrock strata." A careful
eximînation wras insîituted and this
tbearv was foaod ta bc correct; but the
aisay shawed that the are, being a suphide
and coatainlng large quantitits of silica prov-
cd lîseif se refractory in the furuace that the
enormous cest of prcductinn proibltd
furthcr work. This was in z889, wben the
ilLe Roi," IlWar Eaglr," Il Centre Star,">
"Nickel Plate," andi "jasie" mines, la the
present town of Rossand, were first located.

ID 1894, howrever, a new niethod of assay
was discovereci hy Mr. J. L. Warner, mie-
lng englacer, witb tht resait that the hîther-
ta unworked Rossland and Trait Crok
Mines woke up, one marning, like B3yron,
ta find themselves famaus. The process
was ibis - The large proportion af Iron in
tht Ressiard and Trail Creek ores, provedl
itstlf of great value as a ' flux," wbta cam-
blnediin the smelters witb the ares of
Everett and Tacoma, Washington, and
Butte and.Heleni, Montana. This led ta
a keen competition amog these towns for a
supply of Rossland and Trail Creck ores,
Men in thousands flocked ta Rassland, tht
gold fever thrabbing lu their veus ; buts
and cahîns wcre hul, shafîs suuk ; a tawn
site laid out, and Rossland became an
established fact ia histary.

The great bulk of Rossland and Trail
Creek ores Vield from $3.03 Oor $4.00 ta $16.-
00oor $18.00 wrth ai gold on the surface.
This, ai course, is flot a paving Ilpropor.
tion " whea tht ores have ta bc transparted
long distances ta snielters, but would vield
enormous retaras if reduced ta a "lmatte "
ln smelters at Rossland and Trail reek.
A large smelier bas just heca built at Trail
Creck for this purpose and doubtless before
long others will hbchult at Rosslaad.

What bas establisbed the camp on a
sound basis is tht ladt that au Immense tan-
nage bas beta shipped ; that machinery of
the hest and ntwest klads Is emplayedl ; anxd
that the are in the lowest workiugs ai the
'I Le Roi l (al 430 (et» ylelds as mach as
$50000c worth of gald per ton ta-day ; tht
"persisteacy " of great bodies af are Is

absatutely dcmanstrated, and is value ln-
creases wlth depîb. Whea 1 add that a verY
large majorlty ofIl" daimts" located hete
give results lar beyoud the first showlug af
the IlLe Roi" and IlWar Eagie " mines,
it Is val easy ta dîsbelieve aur Atnerican
cousins, wheu they ackaowledge tbat this Is
tht greatest miniig camp on the cantinent.

lu tht mantb of Juiy, t895, Mr. Hugh
Robertson, a studeat ln Manitoba Cailege,
came ta Rossland, and began hîs work as
pioneer mlsslonary ln tht place. It is no
fiattery to the Chtistlan spitit and living
energy ai the Preshyterlau Church la tht
Wesîta say tha', they are always fir3t la the
field, where 6ightinu and bard wark have ta
bc done. Tht great dificultles bc had to
avercome, the bitter disappoinlmeats bc had
ta bear patientlv, and the arnauut of endur-
ance, physical and mental, he had to exercise
are Oaly known ta base f. Living inaa
lent, sleeping la stores, or ln any corner
wbcre he could fiad space to spread bis
hiankets ; holding services in hallf lisbcd
buildings white the catpenlers piied their
hammers aver head, and a campany ai
drunken miners gambled hehid-are aoiy
re trifles compared with tht incon-

veniences he had ta uadergo, and which will
neyer be kaowu. Whea he spoke of bud
lng a smaii church and applled for a fret
lot, ont af thetI" gentlemen " af thetotwa
replled, ',We don'& want no churches bere;
churches are tht curse Oi Ibis continent."

However, on soute debattahie ground,
autslde the town, and ou tht rocks oVerhang-
lng it, a rough lumber church was etectd.
Ail tht church-Raîug people la tht camp
gave most williugly what tbey could tawards
paymneaî of tht building expeuses. Many
gave huimber and sbii'gles ; maay gave sev-
erai days work fret ; and ail feit that ik was
a red lettier day, iadeed, in the caleuder,
whea the churcb, destilute ai winows and
innocent of piaster or paper, was at lcugth
opeued for public service on Sabbatb. It
stood on a higb iedge of rock, thirîy feet
above tbe' main raad, which leads fromn tht
tawo level' up the rnountain side ta the
mines. A fllght of twveaty steps had 10 be
bu!ît front tht road up to tàe sumit of tht
ledge on vrhich tht churcb stod. Tht
building af this veritable l' Jacob's Ladder "
was accompiisbed hy Mr. Hugh R,3bert-
son himseif, witb the assistance of a
friend. And ycr, vbec tht woik had been
finished, tht chie! d.fficulty stili remained.
This vas ta induce the mass of tht peope
ta climb tht steep rough mouctain taad, and
asceud thetIlladder"'lîo tht striaI position
of the chutch. Thase who had givea ai
their substance, or who bad "Imixed their
labor" iu the -uudertaklug, came willingly
and regutarly enougb, but the majority
Ilcared for mnu of these thlngs."1 Mean-
wilt Mr. Robertson vas sharing a rough
lumber cahin with a watchntaker, doing the
caoking and hoasebaid work in retura for
bis hard-a very near approximation to
St. Paul's boast ai tent.making for bis own
support.

Besides bis work ia Rossland, Mr.
Robertson vlsited ail tht camps la tht
viciity: Trait Creek, tht shipplug port of
Rosslaad, on tht Columbia River, seven
miles dowa tht mountaîn and tva :housand
feet below Rassland ; Watioto. a small
camp ou the botindary Ulot, tvicty ralles
distant, and other smnaiier camps of proccect-
ors, which have sînce heen vacated. Final-
ly, the vas chmakcr toak uuto hlmsti( a wile,
and Mr. Robertson vas compeld ta slcep
la a large furniture store, takiag bis ratais
lu the testaurants and making bis sermons
as be waikecitInanmd fro aver the znountains.
This vas la thtenicnth ai Septenaber, and
tht cald veather twas fast approachlug.
Mfr. Robertson bad tu returni ta cailege and
I arrivcd tva days after bis departure.

The farnlînre store 1 bud no longer
available as tht " prophet's chamber," and
Ignorant af tht art oi coakiug, and. of west-
ern life geaexallY, 1 vas iorced 10 board in
the cheaptat baarding bouse 1 could find.
A Roman Catboiic iamlly gave me a smal
raama wthant a stave, and for rooni and
board, 1,pisid $3o=0 per mauth. But the

aights and snornings Noeao nmonly Cola.
and the vails af the bouse so Ihin, thai 1
couid sec daylight through the chinks b%.
tween tht boards. Wlîh the belp ai ml
sexton and au uadertalcer, 1 but a sai
lumbrr cabin beblad my churcb, onili,
rocky percb. As soon as l vas lun the lexIt
degîce habitable, 1I (ulibed I% wlth a camp
stove, Paots and pans, dishes, a imali ioidla 1
bed, and a couple ai chairs. This was m
first experlence ai housckeeplng-, ud uml
frs1 attempîs at cookiag tmyawn meals bâti
since furnished Iht old country newspapert
wilî mny an amusiug paragraph.

1 nov venu w otk ta iurnsh m11W it
for tht vloter. A floar ivas laid, cbets,
ciotb sud paper tacked Onata the bare waiu,
a flue was hulit and a large slave put le,
About thîs time a uew churcb argan, con.
log as a glf roma some kind fiendsin upoiju
Ptsbytery, competled aur cburcb furoiuh.
lng, and we ftit rcady for aur wlnat'à wo,k
We vert very few lanambers, but we (eh
very proud of aur littie church, odý
alîhough i gat a fret affer ai thetîown hall,
la whicb ta hoid my servicesulen the
beavy saow sboutd came, and thet oid op
to the church hecome impassahie 10 womîn
and children, tht people couid a tutertali
tht idea of leavlnz tht charch lhey bîdý'
labored so bard 'to bulld. Sa, for botter or
for worse, ini suashtue or storm, tri mat.
light or darkncss, we resaived 10 keep the
church optn. Wè foie that l vag aur owe,
and already a feeling ai home had bogue te
cling arauud It.

During the viater, up Io tht prtt
montb, ail bas gant wtt1 ; tht cburch bat
aivays been well filcd, aud thaugb maty
may have (alleu at difierent limes la the
dark ulghîs an tht lcy rocks at the top of
the ladder, n ont bas ever complilocd.
No doubt vwe have lost mnauy a large congws
galion att Sunday nights, by taot hoadtq
ourservîces la tht towa bail, wbich is situat.
ed la tht very centre of the main sireet oif
thet 1w, but what we have bast lun one wal,
we bave gained iu anoîher and botter wày.
Tht difficulty and danger of cllmbing up te
our cburch, on its ioity and vind-rockcd
percb, an a datk aigbt, have helped grealli
ta fosIer a deep devotion la the breasis oi
Preshyterlans to vhat la, as jet, a weak
cause.

Spriuig, nov fast approachlug, finds oi
united, enthusiastic, and doermined te
make out charch an' influence for gaod la
Ibis new and rather lrrcliglaus tawi. Son.
day botre among tht miners and storckeep.
ers is jast tht saine as auy aiber day. Il a
masa employed in the mines refuses ta work
ou Sunday, he is lustanatiy p4ld off. The
shaps and saluons are open, doing hustuits
jast as on ather days ; and on the strete,
ore teams drive back aud forth, lumber la.
hauled, and building gocs an as tbough
Moses vert a myth and tht Docalogue bid
never been pracialmed. An effort bas loten
made ta enfore the law as la Sunday clo.sing
of tht "Ibars," but as jet, anly tht front
doors have been closcd. Church Influence
is beglnulng ta be feit-, aud by and by we
hope 10 mnake il the controling pawer ai tht
tovn. There are faur churches here aaw:
Roman Catholic, Episcopaàl, Metihodtst aa
Preshyterian. So if ve do tnat beglo Io
mr nt arelght tell sptedlly, l yl bc 4
disgrace ta ait ai us.

FiKIG.rBNLRY -NOTES.

uY K.

Tht anclcnt.capital, Quebec, bas as$usa'
cd its summer garb, and fully as carly as
usual navigation bas opencd, and soon tbt
noble river vil! bc covercd wlth uhips. Il
was -said tbat several 3blps titre await ing tht
movlng o! tht Ice bridge, whlch oveut tooi
place ýtwa days &go. There vas quite aU
excitementi vhen, oa Friday, Ibm
Ice wgs noticed ta bc movlg dawn and
ihef't wert somne hall .ozen of people croiss-
Ing an foot, among whaux vere -one or tw0
ladies, vbo had narrow escapes. Ont mus
bad'ta bc taken Into a canot, and couveytd
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