
A LETTER FR03! CHINA.

[Through the kiudness cf Mrs. John
Gawans, of Gloucester Street, in this cltY,
wt arc cnabied ta give rmt readers tht
pleasure of reading tht accampanyiug most
nterstng letter tram Rev. James A. Slim-
nmon, of our Honan misson.-ED.]

DnA i Fgît-),-I novi redemn the
proise I made tu write a lcter ta he rend
ai your meeting, aud expecoYtetaerncr-
bei kht conditions %viîdi itre made, that ia
ibai 1 viilouîy write anc Icuter iu returu for
onc lcter received. objections bave becu
made ta socleties wshitîg ta correspond
personally viiîh frigo mssionaries au tht
ground tbat tht extra labour involved wouud
bc burdeusomne ta the missiouary; but 1
waîve that objection, because 1I led that tht
tesulîs wich I expect ta flow fram sucb
ýorrspondcec, namcly, eucreased iterest
in aur work, and prayers on aur behali, wiii
morte than compensate for the time taken
ia writing these icters. Yf out vork ou tht
field is ta be successful we must have iu-
crased prayer by tbosc who are God's
remembraucers. AUl vill admit that only
tht power af tht 11olY Spirit is sufficient ta
bring a soul ta God, aud this paver wiii be
with *,' misslanary just in proportion as il
s sougbt from God in beiieving prayer.

When I tiuk oci tht thousands of Bibles
and tracts that bave becs scattered braad-
cast in China, and the numberless sermons
tbat are preached evtry week, and consider
bavi mall tht visible results havecheen hîther-
1,I feldthat tht explunation is that there has
not beeu sufficdent prayer ; there bas been
plty speaking la men an Goals behaîf,
but not enough speakiug ta God on me's
behaîf. Now, this is perhaps thet most im-
portant part of tht work, and] a part Ibat can
bc engagca iu by ail dlîike; tht youngest child
who bas been taught ta pray lu tht Spirit
=a bere accomplish as great results as tht
toast advanced Christian, indeed, there
stems ta bc special reason ta îhink that tht
payers af tht littît unes vwhase ilangels do
always behold tht face cf God" "lavail
mac."

Su 00W 10 proceed, let me tel[ you ai a
vistî 1recently made ta ont of aur sub-sta-
ions, a pnce calied Hsiac Chai, that tranb-
lated is Il UittetFort."

Rtv. W. I. Grant and I1vitre appointcd
ingo thetae on Sabbatb, Junt 301h, ta hap-
tilt soute couverts, but as Mr. Grant vas at
C'u Wang on that date, and coula nat came
iown because thet aads vitre flooded witb
rater, 1 had thtrefore ta go alone, thougb,
i 1 had wanted au excuse for nlot going, tht
state of tht roads would have furnished ont
lihough îhey vitre flt so a abewetu

Utile Fort and here, as they vtre on tht
C'u Wang road, stili, as lbcy vitre flooded
vth from tvo a 10 ret feet ai vater lhcy
uîght bave heen considered impassabie, but
i thought it would bc a piîy ta disappaint
tose wh oavert waiing ta be baptîzed.
Tbre k a chapter inuIlTht Sticket Mizn-
iter" Ihat tells of s Scotch mninister from

Galloway that had a service ta hoid, and bis
tt t as, IlWhstsocver thy baud findeth ta
do, do il witb thy miglt,' sud describes bow
he vent through cîorma snd flood ta hold tht
itrvice. 1 camt from very nearly that part.
DI Scolaud mystif, aud thought 1 wuuld do
as my countryman bad doue, sa i hîrcd a
man vith a wheelbarrow ta carry rny bed-
ing, etc., snd off we started.

1 ha'] ta walk barefoot nearly al the way
ad.&D through tht vater ; i don't think I
'onld bave minded that mach,, nîthougli
l is ont quite as comiortable as travelling
ia Pulman, but vibtu I found that the
tier vas infested wilh borse-leez:hes l îook
1l the courage I possesstd ta go on, for al
y lue long 1 bave bad a perfect horror of

tces; anc of my most ordiuary forms ai
%ih-nare is ta drearnof cfeeches eaing
tir way mbt tht souls af my feet. Tht
tives tld rme that there vas no danger if

41pi rovinz, wich 1 dia in quite a ively
le. but tht nervous strain vas pretty
cm
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Iu spite of ait aur endeavors 1 don't
îhink we would have recced aur destination
that week (we sarîed ou Friday mornlng) If
God bnd nat gone before and prcpared the
way. It was sa evidenîiy arrnngtd by ii
that I wili tell you about it, Ihat you maY
sec boy lRc looks afier His servants. At
sundovu vie reached Uvia H sien a city about
six mlles from our destination. When vie ha']
passtdl through tht busy part ai tht city aud
vitre approachng tht furîher gale, I proP0s-
cd that vie bave a rest and drink somte of
Chbina's national heverage. Sa> ve stopped at
a tea sbop. Soon a cawd gathtend atuund
ta sure at tht fareIguer. Amnongst tht rtovid
vas s very inligent lo.k.ng ,Inau viho po-
litely enîercd mb ouvtrsation. He asked
vihere we vitre going, and hav.ng infarmed
hitm, bt then asktd wham vie ivere goîng Ia
sec. I did not vaut ta go moi particuldrs
with im, sa replied that vie itre going ta
put up at ont ai the ions sud preacb. Then
bc asked, " Are you net going ta sec Mr.
Wang (ibis is ont ai tht br.ghtest if the in-
quirers in Little Fort)?" and hciug aosw-
ercd iu tht affilrmative, ha asked if vie koew
that there vas ant ai Mr. Waug's frieuds iu
tht ciîy,and ifwve vaut']like ta sec him. We
replied that va would lîke very much ta set
the friend, but did not know vibere ta look
for him, on which be ut once vluateered te
go aud look for him, aud oit he vent, aud
suon returncd viiîb ont ai tht men that 1
vas ta baptize. Now, if il had ual been for
Ibis man, viho guide'] us tbraugh the darkîoa
tht village, aud heipe'] ta carry tht barrovi
bodily over tht deeper pools, vie would uot
bave got there that night, sud as it raine']
ail day ou Saturday travelling viould have
beeu Impossible. It vas fair ou Sabbath,
but we do flot travel au tht day ai rest. On
Mouday it rained again, sa that but for the
provision Go'] bad made in delaining this
mtan lu the cty vie coul'] flt bave reache']
aur destination before ednesday. Even
viiîb bis help il vas long aiter daik vihen vie

arrived, sud 1 was ail but exhausted, hsving
traveiled at least twenty miles. As vie ap-
proache'] the first bouse iuside tht Rate, my
car caught tht souud of vaices siugiug
a familiar bynin. lu an instant ail my
fatigue was forgo'ten. I commence'] ta sing
tht hymu and coul'] bardiy keep frein danc-
ing. Wben vit reached th.e doot I peepe']
in sud savi several people ou their keets
engaged in prayer ; it was Mr. Wang an'] bis
friends jut closing evcning worsbip. With-
in au bout tht nevis bad spread thraugb tht
village that I ha'] corne, sud vihen tht
friands ha'] gatbered vie jone'] tagether au
haviug a praise service. Then vie sat talking
tilt near mi']night, sud il vas nelOt i1
a'wokc next morning ta find myself stiff aud
sare ait ovcr that I remrembere'] hav i red i
bad been. Saturday vias spent lu getting
acquainte'] vith tht friends as Ibis was nty
first visil. On Sahbatb forenoon 1 baptized
the six men tbat bad been accepted, sud if
that ancient king vibo offere'] sucb large te-
wards ta anyone wba wauld invent s nevi
pleasure vitre living nov, 1 couid tell him aif
s pîcasure lie neyer enjoyed, sud one worth
ail isoaller pleasure put together, sud that is
ta set preciaus souls deiivercd fromSalan and
jaine'] ta tht Body of Christ. My feelings
saoavercarneelhat 1 could hardly pronouuce
the warda vie use in adeinisteriug the rite off
haptism, sud vihen vie proceeded ta observe
tht sacrameul ai tht Lord's Supper 1 vept
outright. Jesus vas ail but visîhly preserit
ta me, sud it vas His joy that 1 vas sharing.
Oh thteviondetiai, vionderful goodness of
Gad iu making us ftedt ow-viorkers vithL
bimself, aud thus enabling us ta enter juta
Hlis joy. Tht test ai tht day vas spcn t in
happy fellowship, sud holding open-air
meetings. We continue'] these open-ai-
meetings an Monday', sud tht natives toak
part freely. One ai tht hrightest aud mast
straightforward tesîlmonies I ever listent']
ta vas that borne by su oU man viho hsd
been schoaîmaster in that village for threc
getratiatis.

IlIf you vaut proof af this doctrine," bc
crie'], Illook- at met. 1arn no langer a Con-
fucianist. 1 nov viorship the Gad on vihorn

Confucius was dependent as ail men are.
1 was once dead in sn, now 1 amn alive.
Once my beart was butdened and sorrowft,
now I arn smillng ail the aime. wby ?
flecause God bas taken away my sins."
Then he went on ta tel bow God had dcliv.
ered bim fram opium-smoking, vvlth so catit-
plate a deliverance that ail desire for il even
was taken away. He bad submnitted hirn-c
self 10 be lested by somc friends wha daubt-
ed bis dcliveranr.e, and as a test asked bim e
t0 sit by them white :bey smoked ; bedîd soi,
and vilito they sav that lie could do that
without wantîng ta amoke, they belleved
that bie vas indecd delivered.

Tbere arc many mure intcresting facts
that onec ould relate about the couverts In
tbis village, but 1 must not make my letter
100 long eise 1 shail weary you, and take up
ta mucb of my own time ta dosi: ~sa ; but 1
am sure this is ual the last you wil bear of
Little Fort, for tht churcb there promises ta
be a strong and beaitby ont. Ont sign 0f
tibis is tht destre that saime of tht cildrtii
show for being taught. The lasi nîght 1 was
there 1 sat under a trce with severai little
boys round me teaching them ta sing
"Jesus loves me," and a little way off a
group of girls were singing in their hearts,
because it wouid flot have been proper
Chinese etîquette for them ta bave joined
the boys, but 1 koew by tbe kecnly iterest-
cd expression an their faces and sametîflcs
hY a movemeul of tht lips that white stem-
ingly they were only observers thcy were
reaily as cager ta learu as the boys wtt,
and in ail probability were learning much
more correctly and mare quickly than tht
boys.

Now, goodby, for the preseut. Da'î
forget ta pray for Little Fait, and for,

Yours sincerely ini Christ,
JAMlEs A. SLîIMON

Ilsin Chen, Honoti, Juèy 13, '95.
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Rev. Murray McCbeync: Oh i how
sweî it is ta work alday witb God, and
then liedown at nighî bcoeath His smilt.

Young Men's Era. However busy we
may be,- God wll not work a miracle ta save
us tram spiritual degentration if we negicct
Our privat devotions.

Golden Ruet. ow arc the brawn and
brain gained in tht summer vacation ta be
expcnded? Witt they be spent in lifting
burdens and solving problems for Christ

Presbyterian Messcngcr .Sympathies
that are flot cxercised sbrivel into selfisbness.
The beart tha: will flot aspire fuses ils aspir-
ation. Tht soul that wil lose God, grows
blind. _________

Ram's Hloru : Ht who neglects a present
duîy lays a forbidding image on tht impres-
sionable negaive of omitcd opportunity and
will find the upbraiding picture brought out
int clear ouiline wben tht acid of mtniory
touches tht plate.

Dean Church . Scripturc is more terri-
ble in ils mysteraus reserve about tht "1wrath
ta corne" than any picîurt man could paint.
Thtrt is mort pathetic and awful meauing
in tht one word, "tht iost," than in any at-
îcmpt of ours ta cxpand the thoughl.

Wm. Ewart Gladstone- No wave on
the reat ocean of lime, wben onct il bas
floaied past us, can be recalled. Ail wc cala
do is ta watch tht ncw form and motion of
tht ntxt, and lauuch upon ilta try, in tht
rnanner our hest j udgmcnt may suggest, aur
strength and skill.

Canadian Baptist : Tht truc teacher will
sec that bis awn bcst interests and bis bigh-
est success lu tht profession lir lu exactiy
paraliel Ues, and demnand af him constant
effort ta reach the bigbcst standard af intel-
ligence, In tht ciearness aud caimness af bis
mental and moral judgments and lu prabity
af character and noblcuess af aim.

110 Ir 1.11y 0O[R SOCIETY DO
BET'7ER 1WOJ<?

liEV.. W S. MJ TA%. 151, fB tM, DF.SRHONTo.

(A~ meceting tu conîjîlr Lihe vork Of etch (;,nm,,iee,
Iemi by ithe t"esident.)
Oct. tiGiVI 6-40

It is impossible to deal witb this topic
eNtrépî in thet mast gtncral fashion, fat tht
reascu that we do flot knovwhwat is laç.kàog
in the ludividuai societies. lu ont he Look-
out Commilte inay be inactive, sud ifwe
were presiding over sucb a socicty, wc would
tTy in emphasize tht importance of iooking
aller those who bave btc.ome careless, and
of keeping au cyt open for strangers. Il
in another, litIle or no provision wcre made
for the canduct ai the prayer meeting, it
would bt manilestly tht dufy af tht socicty
ln conférence ta sec tbat more attention was
paid ta that department bV tht Prayer
Meeting Committte. Tht ludividual society
wili therefore have ta determine for lîseif
wbat featture of lts work needs speciai St-
lon and cousideration.

But wc cao ail do Letter work if we pray
mare. Tht motta af Luther should b e t
in minl by cvery endeavorer :-"B3ene
orasse est bente studuirse," "To have prayed
weil is ta havre studied well." It is aften bet-
ter ta pray for the members of a committet
than ta givet hern advice. They perLaps
know perfectly well wbat ta do ; wbaîtbey
require is unction, stimulus fiom above, and
these are most likely ta come in answer t a
tarnest, united prayer.

It might be an improvemnent t0 introduce
more personal testimonies. We have no
great love for a Churcb gone te longue, but
a certain amount of speaking is necessary,
and no form of speech could be moie cou-
vinciug than the reiaîing of personal experl-
ence. But tht testlmony should becflot a
mere form of words, but a truc recitai of
wbat vie have actually thaught and feit. If
vie desire ta procure a model we cao find îî
in the Psims (Ps. xxxiv. i ; cxvi. 1-4, xvii.
18). What could bc more convincing than
such a statement as tbis, 1'Trîs poor man
cried, and tht Lord beard bim, and savcd
him out af ail bis troubles" <Ps. xxxiv. 6) ?
It is certalnlyv well ta have Scriptural refer-
ences btsring upon the topic ; but this, good
as il is, migbt bc varied by a littît up-to.
date personal, experlence. Try it.

Pcrhaps better work mighl bc dont if
there vitre mare individual. effort. Ttiert
seems ta be a danger in these days of piac.
îng taomuch depeudence upon the work of
organization, and to little upun tht work
cf tht indivîdual. To ofaten wben il bc-
cames apparent that a certain evii must be
checked, a meeting is calied, an organiza-
lion formed, a commitîce appoinled to re-
port at a later stage, and tht result is that
ludividual responsiility is shirked, and littie
or notblng is accampiisbed. There appearz
ta bc a feeling abroad that na really great
work can be dont until a certain degret of
euîhusiasm bas been wrougbt up in a con-
vention. Shammah mlght have called a
convention ta devise ways and means of de-
fending a patch of lentiies bclougiug ta tht
Israclites. But bc kncw better. Whiie bc
was getting the preliminarits arranged the
Midianites woulci bave corne down again aud
looted bis crop. -Sa, iustead cf "'aiting ta
have a commitîce appointcd, he wý.at davin
alone, and, ta Ping hîs stand there in Goe's
Dame, le defcnded bis property, and thtLard virought a great victory. Wc helieve
that more and better work might be done Il
less dependeuca were placed on committees,
organlîstions, or conventions and more up-
on individu.tI effort. We may catch a little
euîhusiasm at conventious, but how would
it bc ta try ta catch il where Moses caught
lt-on tht mount of God? How wouid it be
ta try to find lt wbere tht disciples fouud it-
ou tht maunt wilb Christ 1? Whetecould
greater entbusiasm, be found than was mani-
festcd by Elijab on Mouut Carmel? Sa far
as wt can learu, this was tht first conven-
tion be ever aîîended, but he was luspired
with zeal for il in tht wilderness before bc
went. David wss sufficicntly enthusiastic
when on bis way ta fight Goliath, but the
ftvid glow vias scen then hecaust lbc had
heen s0 much atone with God. We do flot
despise conventions, but wc wisb ta cm-
phasize the flad that even though wve: cannot
attend a great one we can bc loyal ta God
and do valiaut service for Hlm.
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