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IPastor anb 11Peopte.
WHY IT WAS.

Ia thatraciaus afler seasoni hailknow-
When the chauds that now enfold me

Outward flow ;

Why il was tbc way was thorny,
Rougb and steep,

Leading oiten tbrough the darkuess
And the deep ;

Wby il was tbat frieudship fatered
By the way;

Wby that love was unrequited
Yesterday;

Why tbe baud of God sbould take him-
Mourriful ftae-

Hioe, my soul's beloved, falling
At the gale.

O, thase questions att perplexing
To my soul--

Who shail give me answer, and my
Grief condohe?

Somitimes," hear the Master wisper
From tbe throne-

"Somelimes thou shaît clasp forever
AIl tbine awn.

"Sometime all lhy doubts aud questions,
AhI lby fears,

AIl thy seeming sad misgivings,
AUl îhy tears,

Shah! b. swept away like spectres
0f the nigbb ;

And thy soul shail bask forever
In the ight."
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GRATITUDE IN SORRO W.

BW RRV. R. F. KNOWLES, B.A., OTTAWA.

There bas, of course, been sorrow in Ibis

cougregatian during the year that bas gone.
Faces wich were here ast Tbanksgiving
Day, are now before the Ibrone of God;

voices heard not long ago, now mingle witb

the melody of Heaven. But the rainbow
bas shone atbwart the cloudu ; joy bas laid

ber calm band upon the troubled heanIta
make it beat exultanthi. No home bas been
blighted ; no datk-winged raven of irrevac-

able sorrow bas come tapping aI your bouse-
bold door ; no wail of bopeless grief bas
marred the strain of home's swcet melody.

And wbat church bas flot had ils darhi
days of congregational lite ? But whaî of

-it ? Que swallow does flot make a summer;
one snosmflàke do.. not make a winter ; one

tôbn's chirp does flot bespeak the roti
marcb af spring. So on. poor audience
dots not mean decine » one pigmy collec-
lion does nit betoken bankruptcy ; on.nate
of discord is not the prelude ta perpetual
stuife; anc case ai apatby is ual a symptorn

of the indifierence of deatb. No, strugghe is
ual failure. There is a gloaming wbîcl
pecedes the dawn, as well as thal whicl
precedes the densily of miduigbt, and shady
days do often the most assist bonest labour
and generate earnest, kindly tbought. We
wauî no church mat neyer knows the disci.

pline of difficulty. The Old Testameni

Cburcb came 10 peace îhrougb war ; 1h
New Testament Cburcb reached renawi

tbrougb oblcquy. Iran was neyer wededsavi
by blows; no web was ever woven in its beautq
but by the fierceness of tb. shutîle ; no go!(
was ever gained ta man except by crusbing
ThankGod for tb. adverse winds,if they mal

plane.

Written for THz CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. His delicate fiowers with a patience and

~ST. PA UL'S COMMERCIAL PRIN bhopcfulness which oflenwe sadly lack. So
CIPLES. He would have usto0be careful how we go

t0 work in His garden. We must have

BV GEORGE NV. ARMSTRONG, L<>NION. some discrimination between fiowers and

St. Paul, the great Apostle 10 the Gentiles wecds, even wben the flowers are not in

combines the duties of a Christian mission- bloom; and evcry fiower of His planting

ary witb the honorable duties of a secular. must be carefully nourished. And if we

calling, and wberever be wenl he toiled cannot do this more delicate work we must

with his bauds and worked unceasingly to be content ta do the coarser and rougher

advance the kingdom of -God and spread work, like the labourer who could not be

the gospel of His Son. . îrusted in the garden, but who might be

Apart from bis occupation, wbichbeb en- very useful in the field.

gagcd in, as a lent maker, he allies himseif Toronto.

with commerical pursuils by the principles
he enjoins upon tbose who embrace the LETTKJ? PROM FORMOSA.

îruths he taught ; and il would be weil il the -

busnes en f o-aycontemplated Tbe followiug cxýracîs tram a letter trom
busiess en f todayFormosa by Mr. Gauld kindly supplicd by

seriousiy and practiced in their ordinary our Foreign Mission secretary wili be inter-
business lufe these principles. For inst- esting and encouraging to ahi who are con-

ance :- ributing to and taking an interest in that
i. In wriîing to the church at Rome he mission.-[ED ]

enjoins upon al ils members commercial DEAR MR. MACKA.-Although China
iii ence. IlNot slotbful in business, ferv- is engagcd in war and loreigners in conse-

ent in spirit, scrving the Lord." quence have suffered in other parts we in

2. In writing to the church of tbe Thes- North Formosa are unmolested.

salonians be advises ils members not 10 be The Commander-in-chief of the forces, a

meddlesome in the affairs of others, but 10 Mobammedan, is very friendly towards

mmnd their own business. "And that ye foreigners. Not being able t0 procure a suit-

study 10 be quiet, and do your own business, able bouse in the Chinese town we lent bim

and to work witb your own bauds as we Oxford College, not being in use, and be bas

command you." sbown himself very grateful and friendly.

3. Iu bis second epistie ta the Thes- "iA man's focs shail be îhey of bis own

salonians he combines work witb susten- housebold." A short time ago, at Teug-

ance and makes the one contingent upon saug-khoe, a village in North Formosa,a

the other. "lFor even when we were with certain man, a beathen, died and left a widow

you tbis we commanded yau, that if any and four sons, one of whom is a Christian.

would not work neither should he cat." According ta their custom the heathen rnmm

4. Iu writing ta Timothy he Points out bers of the family feasted, and worshipped

the impossibility of any man beiug a Chris- the spirit of the dead, and cailedi on the

tian wbo does flot diligently work for the Christian 10 join with them. He declined

support of those dependent upon him. His beathen brothers beat him severely, hi-

"lBut if any provide flot for his own, especi- motber and wife sanctioning the barsb treal

aily for those of bis own bousebold, he ment. He stili remnairked firm, and aljoined

bath denied theýfaitb and is worse than an in turning bim adrift tram lb. hausebold

1infidel." The property of the deceased was divided

1 5. Paul, like aIl bis bretbren of the and the beathen memnbers of the faniiiy r

iaIsraelitisb race, had a keen eye for good jused ta allow the Christian ta share wit]

bargains and large profits, bence after them. Against aIl this trealment he did mno

mature deliberation h. says :"lGodliness complain, but bis wife went f urther tha:

sis profitable unto ail things bavmng promise merely joiming with the others in turning hit

of the life that now is and of that whicb is out, she determined to marry another mau

c10 corne" (i Tim. iv. 8). IlBut godliness and, of course, take ber little boy, an ont

f witb contentment is great gain " (i Tim. vi. child of two or tbree summers, alang wil

6). ber. The heart of the father couhd no longe
6. Paul was a sbrewd mathemnatician quietly submit. He wrote to Rev. Giai

and does flot shrink from grappling witb Cbeng H~oa, asking bis advice and assis

e profound arithmeticai problems, and s0 be anc.. On Saturday, Sept. 251h., pastor Giai
*sums up the resuit af a i ife's experiences- went ta Teug-saug-khoe. First he met th

a life of godly enterprise, persecution and Christian member of the family, wbo tal

suffeing :-"I reckon that the sufferings of him thal he sougbt no compensation for tf

this present lime are flot worthy ta be co'm- beating he had received, nor for being lui
pared witb the glory that shaîl be revealed cd ou ; nor did he ask ta share the p raperi

h in us " (Romans viii. 18). lefI by bis fatber. However, he couid n,

h Paul thus by example and precept, uiICs give up bis little child withouî an effort. H

y himself with business and physical tou. wife seemed determined ta marry anoîli

Ir Wrttcn for THic CANADA PItESBYTEUIAN. man. This be could flot very welI prevez

e SPIRITUAL GARE AND CULTURE, as it seemed ta him ; so, if in accordai,

i-- witb the law of Christ, be would first gi

it1BY RKV. JOSEPHm HAMILTON. ber a writing of divorcemen. Sh11 b. w

e Some time aga I was in a bigbly cul- flot very clear witb regard ta bis duties as

ru ivated garden, and saw a great variety of Christian, therefore wished ta be taug]
e rare and expensive flowers. BuIhe flowers Mr. Gam told him that first they must ve

ty werc mostly out of bloom at the lime, so earneslly endeavor la persuade bis wife

id tbey had flot mucb attraction for me. The return ta bim; and if Ibis failed ta Ihen cc

ý9 gardener, however, neyer hases interest in sider what furtber course la pursue. At
Ile bi iwrs o e nw t ihcread Ii Mr. G.iam wenî ta vsit the îbree brotbi

se.s Hi. own flowers ; He secs the promise of the answer, " for your brother is aIsc
beautv where we see non.; and He tends brother, and we have a right ta behp hi

obtain justice." No. 3told him that as their
Christian brother did flot honor the spirit of
the dead father, he could not be allowed to
share the father's estate. " Whose iaw are
you propounding " was the reply, " the Em-
peror 's or your own ?" But talking would not
prevail, so Mr. Giam warned him that if by
Monday morning hie was not prepared, ac.1
cording to the law of China, to share the pro-
perty with bis Christian brother, the caseJ
would be put mbt the bauds of the District
Magistrate. T en lbe left the mian, and sent
two small' offici al to interview him, and warn
him of the iaw. This they did, and even
shut him in prison, without avail. So on
Monday morning, Sept. 17ch., ail started for
tbe Keiung Vamen. They had *proceeded
scarcely a mile when the man 's courage,
rather boastfulness, failed him. He expressed
himself as now willing to make amends for
t he past and enîreated tbem to returu. Mr.
Giam expressed himsclf as now unwilling to
go back, so tbey went on about one-third of
a mile further. Then the two other beathen
brothers came running, and entreated mercy.
At length ail returned. Tbe necessary writ-
ings were drawn out, and the property shar-
c d among ail brothers alike, the Christian
included. After Ibis, Mr. Giam went to in-
terview the Christian's wife. At first she

*would not sec him ; but along with ber bus-
band hie followed ber to the kitchen ; and

began to speak first sternly. He spoke to
- er of the relative duties 0f husband and
a wife in such a way that she was soon melted,

and accompanied them to the front room,
where many beathen had assembled to sec

and hcar. Here the talk was continued ;

ad and ail the heathen present pronounced wbat

ýe the Christian teacher said, t0 be excellent
j. doctrine. The wile was prevailed on ta take j

iS the oid torn and soiled clothes her husband

t-was wearing, to wash and mend ; and to j

ad give him in return dlean and whole gar-
d. ments. When pastor Giam left, wbich lie
a, did that same day, everylhing seemed in a
e. fair way to a satisfactory, peaceable settle-
h ment.1

at I need flot comment on the above inci-

an dent. Were there here no such examples of
mfaithfulness, the preacher of the Gospel of tbe
ngrace of God sbould stili persevere in mak-

iy ing known the trutb. However, the know-

th ledge of such cases, coming bo us froin time
ýer to time, greatly helps 10 increase our happi-
LM ness in the work ta which we bave been
st- appointed.
LM One of the eariy converts, an eider of
he Siam-tian congregation, has recently died.
Id From bis first acceptance of the' faith of
:he Christ, he proved himself truc to bis Master;
n- ready to endure persecution and loss, for
rty the Louzd's sake. 1 sbould like to give you a
[ot short sketch of bis Christian life, but shahl
fis defer tilI a future lime. We have ail good
mer heaith. Very sincerely vours,
,n, W. GAULD.
ace

ive SUPPORTING THE CHURCU.
vas
sa A pastor requests an immediate answt

elit. to this question :-"< What should a churcb

ýery do witb members who have means, and willl

to not contribute 10 the support of the churcb?",

,on- We can tell what some churches have

fter donc in such cases. A church of six hundrcd

îerse members, in a smali town, had only on

ým topens&- Wster Recrder


