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largcly with mature mindsq." And he afterwvards
adds - I"No minister bas the right to lirnit his worl,
wholly to the pulpit ; nor the right there to limit the
work o! teaching to a few pet theories, nor the right
to limit it wholly to matuîre minds." The writer
then lays down the position that a Christian pas-
tor is responsible for the religious instruction o! the
immature. This he sceks to cstablish by miaîntain-
ing that the pulpit bas been striving chiefly to ieet
the nceds of those whio are farthest advanced in
Christian kcnowlcdge, while the youngcr members
and those .vhose opportunities arc few, arc to a great
extent passcd lover. WVhether this is in general ac-
cordance wit.h fact may be open to question. At al
avents the complaint is sometimes tîrged that pulpit
instruction is oftcn too cemcntary in its character.
A legitimate inférence, however, front what Dr.
Barstow says would bc tîtat religious instruîction
front thc pulpit shotîld bc o! a varied andi adaptîve
character, so that each class of hearers migbt re-
ceive its portion in dite season. Iu practice there is
no doîîbt that sncb adaptation would require great
skill and discrimination. Some preachers assume
that thcir congregations are mainly composcd o!
highly-educatcd aînd cultured people, whilc others
take for granted that their hearers knov very littIe
of the contents and meaning o! the Bible. As there
are great diversîties in this respect, there ougbt o!
necessity to bc considerable variety in the modes of
adapting scriptural tcaching to the varied require-
ments of those to whom it is addressed.

Dr. Barstowv goes on to state that the religions
instruction o! the Church necds to be systemnatized,
advocating a developmcnt o! the tcaching gi!ts of
thc members o! the Chnrch. This he clearly shows
wonld bc au inestimable blessing to the family as
well as to the Chureli in contributing to a large in-
crease in intelligent church membership. In accord-
ance with what the apostle lays down as au indis-
pensable qualification for the work o! the Christian
ministry, that a candidate should show aptitude for
teaching, Dr. Barstow insists on a thorough theoiog-
ical training. Witb this qnaliflcat':on he would in
actual work bc able to originate and direct the work

Lin bis congregation. Such work should comprehend"(sorne simple but systematic instruction in the aie-
ments o! the Christian lîfe as a religions life; in-
struction in the Christian life as an ethical life, or
some elcmcntary instruction in Christian ethics; in-
struction in religious history, i.e., an outline of the
history o! redemption and o! the Church, instruction
in systematic theology."

Whetber tîhe schenic here ontlincd may bc prac-
tical or not, it wvould bc difficuit to say. It migbt
be said in reply that the great and important work
done so well in the Sabbath school, and by th'e vari-
ons associations now !orming a part o! congrega.
tional machinery almost cverywherc, does to a large
cxtent overtake the field here sketched. At ail
events there is a gencral conviction that there is not
now the thorough training of the young in the dis-
tinctive doctrines of the Cburch wvhich wvas custont-
ary in bygone days. The %vork is now more general
than formerly, but some consider that it is more
superficial. Tlhe Shorter Catechism and the cate-
chetical mode of instruction do not hold the con-
spi.cuons place thcy were wvont to hold. The sug.
gestions made in the paper rcferrcd to arc at al
aevents worthy of thoughtful consideration.

PJWGRESS IN JAPAS.

T 1 E cause o! the Gospel con.tinues to advancc
!in japan. That interesting empire has brokenwith the past and brucome a member o! the progres-

sive nations that lead in modern civilization. The
ncw constitution, whose publication occasioned so
much rcjoicing in Japan and was so cordially hailed
abroad, brîngs the country into harmony with pro-
gressive ideas. Feudalism and cxclnsivcness are
cnded and civil and religions freedoin reigns. The
step) taken was one o! great importance, and will
(loubtless lcad to magnificent results. It wvould bc
strange indeed if the old order had been changed
without agitatiotîs and dîsturbances o! some kind,
but it is rcmarkablc that so little oppositioni should

'have been offered at the tinte tel changes so coin-
pîcte and radical in their nature. The constitution
provides for liberty o! religion, o! the press, o!
speech, o! public assembly and petition, while the
home o! the mcanest can only be entered with duc
forms o! law. An imperial diet has been cstablishcd
and it meets for the flrst tinte during the present
ycar.

The advent of the new era in japan, however,
has not been a time of profound peace for the states-
tan o! the Empire. To ail parties the ncw modes
of nationial life have been untried anîd it is only b>'
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the hard lessons of practical experience that a peo-
ple can corne to the ful cnjoyment and exercise of
frecdomi. White there have bccn rlumerous disturb-
ances and serious difficultics it is singular that therc
is no strong reactionary movemcnt among thc
people or their political leaders. It is a wonder that
there has bcen so little actual discontent among
those who wec formerly the privileged classes.
They have been rapidly reconciled to thc new orccrt
of things, the best, more intelligent and adaptive
rinding thcir way into public life and into such com-
mercial and industrial sphcrcs as may bc open to
them, white the least capable are fsIing into the
lower ranks and doing whlat they can :o obtain sub-
sistence. The ncwiy-acqttircd frecdom has produced
just such tesuis s night have been expccted.
Young japan has flot become reactionary, but it is
very radical. The extremc viewvs of tnany of the
yousiger and more active spirits inay in titre pro-
voke rcactîonary movements. Thcy maintain that
their views must be carricd ont by physicat force
and even by assassination if nccessary. And tinfor-
tunatcly these ideas of thecirs have not been spec-
ulative mercly. They attempted the assassination
of a prime tnjnister, who had a ver), narrow ecape
from a violent death, being mai mcd fortlife. A fea-
turc if the case by no means hopeful is the popular
applausc that is accorded anyone wvho attempts such
a crime. 0f course death is metcd out to him cither
by his own suicidai hand* or the lav, but in the
popular estimation he is ever afterwvards ranked as,
a hero. These occurrences have induced observ-
ers tu take a somcwhat gloomy vicw of ti" outlook,
but so long as there arc public spiritcd and p2triotic
men at the head of affairs and so long as the Gospel
is gaining an influence over the minds of the people
the law-abiding communities will make their influ-
cnce feit. and affairs will in due time reach a stable
order that will be the guide and bulwark of the lib-
erty that has been so successfully achievcd.

Dtîring the past ycar the Christian Church has
been making quiet but steady progrcss in japan.
There bas not been the same exciternent that marked
the wvork in recent ycars but the gains have been
none the less real and substantial. The statistics
for the ycar have not yet been published, but those
in a position to form an estimate express the opinion
that the result of another year's CIristian effort wîll
bc gratifying and encouraging. A sh.'rt time ago
there %vas a rcvival in somne of the Tokyc churches,
special services bcîng held with cx.cllent results fol-
lowing. The Young Men's Christian Association
has donc good work during the year. It has been
carried on largely among the young men attending
thc various institutions of learning, and branches
have been cstablishcd in the Imperial University, in
the !eading schools and colleges. It is surprising to
find that so many of the youths in connection with
these institutions have become avowed disciples of
J esus Christ. Bible classes, courses of lectures on
Christian topics and bands a! aggressive workers
have been formcd and great thingys arcecxpected
front the efforts of those cngagcd in this special
form of Christian wvork. Last season what is called
a summer school was held by Mr. Wishard, knowvn in
Canada, in which Bible study, prayer and consecra-
tion meetings wece the principal features, and as a
result a number of young mnen have corne forward
expressîng thcîr desire to study for the Christian
min istrv.

The dcvotees of the old religion, PudJhismn, are
trying to adapt themselvcs to the airered circum-
stances of the country, but that system cvidently
bclongs to the state of tliinLs that has passed away.
It bas been startled front its old dreamy indolence
and bas complctcly lost its ascendancy over the
popular mind. Dr. Knox, o! Tokyo, says, «I It is
quick to adoi. out methods. But with aIl these
activities and brand new methods, it is un<,le to
resume its *ifluence over the national life. Its day
is gone for ever." The American Buddhist, or thco-
sopbist, Col. Oicott, failed to fire the popular enthu-
siasm by bis lecturing tour and has retired frorn the
scene without apparently crcating a ripple on the
surface. The endeavour to unitc the evangelical
churches failed of accomplishment, but those most
nearly akin were able to corne to an agreement. It
is flot thought advisablc at Iprcscnt to resumne nego-
tiations, but to cultivate a Christian and fraternal
spirit, hoping for successful union in the future, and
meanwhile cach church in its own sphere and with
its own methods doing aIl it can to mould the future
o! this most interesting country that it may soon
take its place in the front rank among Christian
nations.

PRINCIPAL J. BROW14 PATON, of Nottingham, and Principal
L.ave are mentianed amnng those likely ta be nominated for the chair
af the Congregational Union ; and 1Dr. Stevenson, formerly oi Mont.
seal, Btaldwin Brown's ss':cesar at Btixton, ialso spokenoL
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<E 'sCOI.1-.P.;IJOttRIçAl. ; the TuîFOI nia,'p., the monthly is.

sued liy the students of the I'resl'yterian College, HIalifaix, and the
MAXITOIIA Cott.,.ot JOURNAi. have licen nintained thrncugh the
I'usy college session with much spirit and great alhility.

Titifîn. ' 'liotF joiRNAI... (l'hila<elphia :433 .tich
Street.i -The numbet fur May la full of ats.iaciion%. Tht content%
are of such a character that are sure tn interest the wide circle of
rea<lers for whom it is specially intendedl. 1ea<ling hltte-afeurs of
the cIay are among its regular contrilutars.

Tua GLOIIY.. A new Quirterly Review af Woilil Literature,
Society, Religion, Art anidl'alitics. ConclucteI hy William Hlenry
Thorne. <1'hiladelphi.i: The (;I-eIe,)-The latest issue of ihi.4 new
claimant for recognition in the higher walks oi periodical literature
contains a numlier ai thoughtful and elaliorite paj'crs on a variety <>1
subjects in which intelligent readers &re certain to bc interested.

Titi'. MTrt,. MArA.INRF. (Toronto : William lriggc.)
The M.%ay number continues the interestingly tolcI and copiousls
illuFtrate'i atory of the Il('anailian Taurist P'arty in Europe." hy
the 1Iditor. Il The Last Voyage," l'y l.sly ltrassey, andIl" Vagà-
band Vignettes." alsi arpear. There are two goxd papers, ane lby
Re'r. Geo . lBondi, B.A., on IlChtit's Treatment ofI UoneNt
Doubt," and " Urireasaned Religiuon," l'y Rey. W. S. Blackstock. The
other contents are varied, interesting anul prolitaule. This Canaçliar.
monthly has deserveully earnel a lîigh reptutation.

VERPSOF Fru..,Nî; ANI) FANCV. lly William M. Macker-
acher. (Montreal : W. Drysclale & Co.>-A neat hutt paper.cov.
ered volume of neatly si hundred pages, containing a variety af poems
an a vatiety oi subjects. rhere aie several exquisite huit pieces
among thteflamber. As might lie expecteul, they vary in mei. The
little volume gives clcar indication ni the young writer's posses4ion 09
pîoetic: talent, and also that he ha% not always titen abule ta realize hi%
own ideal. But we respect tht spirit andl letter ni the quiîted fine with
which lie dises his buief but modest Prelace "A schoollsoy irteakt
--nworthy praise or blame 1 "

Tmtr TRV.Astlîcy FOR PASTroR ANI) Poto'L.t< New Yvrk: E..
B. Tte3t.)-sa ote'aolthy ppeur. lot M.-y are, I"Tht Chat) anti
WVheat f Ucligious Thought," l'y Rev. Le Roy Ilooker, ai Tironîn -
"lA 1'lea for Foreign 'Missions,' by Roderick Terry, 1).lD.. New
Yurk . "John Knox and tht eleormation," lby Burdett liait, 1).D.,
New Hiaven. The successive 3îapers on " Living Issues, 1-y Col.
lege I'residlentc;," is given l'y James Ilaruer, D.1>., 1'reiuent oif the
United l'resl'yterian Theoîngical Seminary. "Tht Claims <of the
hlistoric Epiet:pate Examinetl." Dr. John Hall wtite% of"Il Religioui
Battenntîs." Rev. S. L. Blelil urnishes a capital palivr t"n I" Ag-
rsasticism." is several deî'artments in gootl things are fully up t'
former numbers.

Titit RZgr.N or lit t-iNcp, 0F lItAct. Iy Richard hlayeç
McCartney. (Toronto. Willard Tract IDeuuuitory.>-The sulbject of
this jîocm is in itseli an inspiratioîn. Ditaî indee.t must he the soul
that isflot moved I-v tîe rule ai the Prince oi Peace. To .. y that
the author bas risers ta the fult sutilimity nibi glovious theme
would lietxaggeration. IlacI he madle an adequate approach ta it.ç
grandeur and glory it woulcl hxve been a great achievement. Tht
pr.. i xtends over sixty pages. and contains many fine thoughts sug-
gested by the scriptural prophecies af thîngs y.t ta lie. There are
strong fines andl thete are weak janes; and the rhythm is not always ar.
tistically perict, yet no ont cari read the little work without detiving
pleasure and profit.

Tit lHoMaiLric RaviF.w. (New York : Funk & Wagnalls;.
Toronto : William Briggs.>-This m'onthly for May prescrnt- a rich
and inviting taleot antents. Dr. 1 faward Crosby leads off with a
characteristic paper on " Vhat Canstîtutes the Church,.' which,
like everything from bis l'en, is worth reading, even if you difTer
(rom him. 1roiessor lHunt, af Princeton College, iollows with ont
ai lis charming papiers from the aId English classics, cntitled,

-An Old English Religiaus Satirist." Dr. Lamphear has an abîle
and timely article on "l Pantheissil, in ils lBearingi on the New The.
alogy." Dr. lierson writes with bis usual vigour and interest an

«Secrets aofl'ulpit Pawer, with Eiramples." Thli paper on
" Charles Lanmb and Childhooâ," by Rev. Nt.well Woolsey Wells.
will interest any reader and afford many a uscul hint ta pastars. Dr.
joseph Parker's "lNew Gentsis," which appears in another page of
Tiî. CANADA PRV.SRVTEtIAN. is racy and original. Among the
unusual number af sermons in tht number, twoaiae specially note-
worthy-one l'y Dr. Carl Gerak, ai Germany, pfeicheul anly nine
dia beinre bis lameoted death, andl tht other lîy Dr. I'utnam, on
t6Christian Science." Fvtry other department ai thteA'eviezo seemq
ta us unusually full ai bright and useful thoughts that cannat failt',o
lbc belplul Inoaur inisters.

TuiSaMissioN4ARV RRtviw 0F Tit W ~oRiaD. (NewV ,rk
Funk & Wagnalls ; Taronta : William llriggs.)--The May numîser
piesents several papers af extraaudinary inttrest. The leacling one$
by Dr. G. W. Knoxr, ai Tokyo, Japan, wilI rejîay tht most caredaI
reading. li$ brother's article on "l Personal Obiservations in lira-
zil " is equally interesting, and sheds the most certain light on
the Revolutian whicb bas recently occurred there that ve havt
seen. Dr. Knox was sent there by tht General Assemhly ai the
Preslîyterian Church in iliglilta arganîze thtel'resbyterian Synoil of
Braàtil, and hati personal intercourse with many ai the leaders, andI
witnessed the incipient steps which leil up ta tht change ai Govrn.
ment. Not less stirring in interest is Dr. Ilierson's letter, slceching
bis missionary tour in Esigland during: tht mnnth ai january. Dr.
Morrow continues bis valuable historical accounitoai«"Freign M i,%.
sions in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries." Dr. Ellin-
waod's article on 4" Shado-wvngs ai Messiah in lcathen Syste.ns,"-
shows caredaI and pioand study ai the religions ai tht world.
Dr. Pierson's addreaa belote the Edinburgh Merlical Missianary So-
ciety. in December, an I"Tht Importance afi Medical Missions " is
a maiterly presentatian ai the sulîject. Dr. Sîarhuck's translations
irom fareign periodicals afford a unique feature ofibis Reeins'. The
seven ather depirments are full ta thtelrim a o matter ai interest and
importance ta the student oi Chistian progress.


