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largely with mature minds.” And he afterwards
adds : “ No minister has the right to limit his work
wholly to the pulpit ; nor the right there to limit the
work of teaching to a few pet theories, nor the right
to limit it wholly to maturc minds”  The writer
then lays down the position that a Christian pas-
tor is responsible for the religious instruction of the
immature, This he sceks to establish by maintain-
ing that the pulpit has been striving chiefly to mect
the nceds of those who are farthest advanced in
Christian knowledge, while the younger members
and those whosc opportunitics arc few, are to a great
extent passed over.  \Whether this is in general ac-
cordance with fact may be open to question. At all
events the complaint is sometimes urged that pulpit
instruction is often too nicmentary inits character.
A legitimate inference, however, from what Dr.
Barstow says would be that religious instruction
from the pulpit should be of a varied and adaptive
character, so that cach class of hearers might re-
ceive its portion in due season. In practice therc is
no doubt that such adaptation would require great
skill and discrimination. Some preachers assume
that thcir congregations are mainly composed of
highly-cducated and cultured people, while others
take for granted that their hearers know very little
of the contents and meaning of the Bible. As there
are great diversities in this respect, there ought of
necessity to be considerable variety in the modes of
adapting scriptural teaching to the varied require-
ments of those to whom it is addressed.

Dr. Barstow goces on to state that the religious
instruction of the Church neceds to be systematized,
advocating a development of the tcaching gifts of
the members of the Church, This he clearly shows
would be an inestimable blessing to the family as
well as to the Church in contributing to a large in-
crease in intelligent church membership. In accord-
ance with what the apostle lays down as an indis-
pensable qualification for the work of the Christian
ministry, that a candidate should show aptitude for
teaching, Dr. Barstow insists on a thorough theolog-
ical training. With this qualification he would in
actual work be able to originate and direct the work
in his congregation. Such work should comprehend
“ some simplc but systematic instruction in the cle-
ments of the Christian life as a religious life; in-
struction in the Christian life as an ethical life, or
some elementary instruction in Chris\ian ethics; in-
struction in religious history, ze, an outline of the
history of redemption and of the Chnrch, instruction
in systematic theology.”

Whether the scheme here outlined may be prac-
tical or not, it would be difficult to say. It might
be said in reply that the great and important work
done so well in the Sabbath school, and by tbe vari-
ous associations now forming a part of congrega-
tional machinery almost everywhere, does to a large
extent overtake the field here sketched. At all
events there is a general conviction that there is not
now the thorough training ot the young in the dis.
tinctive doctrines of the Church which was custom-
ary in bygone days. The work is now more general
than formerly, but some consider that it is more
superficial.  The Shorter Catechism and the cate-
chetical mode of instruction do not hold the con-
spicuous place they were wont to hold.  The sug-
gestions made in the paper referred to are at all
events worthy of thoughtful consideration.

T r—————

PROGRESS IN JAPAN.
’T‘HF. cause of the Gospel cortinues to advance
! in Japan. That interesting empire has broken
with the past and become a member of the progres-
sive nations that lead in modern civilization. The
new constitution, whose publication occasioned so
much rcjoicing in Japan and was so cordially hailed
abroad, brings the country into harmony with pro-
gressive ideas.  Feudalism and cxclusiveness are
ended and civil and religious freedom reigns. The
step taken was one of great importance, and will
doubtless lead to magnificent results, It would be
strange indeed if the old order had been changed
without agitations and disturbances of some kind,
» but it is remarkable that so little opposition should
“have been offered at the time to changes so com-
plete and radical in their nature.  The constitution
provides for liberty of religion, of the press, of
speech, of public assembly and petition, while the
home of the mcanest can only be entered with due
forms of law. An imperial dict has been established
and it meets for the first time during the present
car.

y The advent of the new cra in Japan, however,
has not been a time of profound peace for the states-
men of the Empire. To all parties the new modes
of national life have been untried and it is only by
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the hard lessons of practical experience that a peo-
ple can come to the full cnjoyment and exercise of
freedom. While there have been numerous disturb-
ances and serious difficulties it is singular that therc
is no strong rcactionary movement among the
people or their political leaders. It is a wonder that
there has been so little actual discontent among
those who were formerly the privileged classes.
They have been rapidly reconciled to the new order
of things, the best, morc intclligent and adaptive
finding their way into public life and into such com-
mercial and industrial sphercs as may be open to
them, while the least capable are f+'ling into the
lower ranks and doing what they can :o obtain sub-
sistence. The newiy-acquired freedom has produced
just such results as might have been expected.
Young Japan has not become reactionary, but it s
very radical. The extreme views of many of the
younger and more active spirits may in ti.c pro-
voke rcactionary movements. They maintain that
their views must be carried out by physical force
and even by assassination if necessary. And unfor-
tunately these ideas of theirs have not been spec-
ulative merely. They attempted the assassination
of a prime mynister, who had a very narrow escape
from a violen? death, being maimed for life. A fca-
turc of the case by no mcans hopeful is the popular
applause that is accorded anyone who attempts such
acrime. Of course death is meted out to him cither
by his own suicidal hand or the law, but in the
popular estimation he is ever afterwards ranked as
a hero. These occurrences have induced observ-
ers to take a somewhat gloomy view of th~ outlook,
but so long as there are public spirited and patriotic
men at the head of affairs and so long as the Gospel
is gaining an influence over the minds of the people
the law-abiding communitics will make their influ.
ence felt, and affairs will in due time reach a stable
order that will be the guide and bulwark of the lib-
crty that has been so successfully achieved.

During the past ycar the Christian Church has
been making quiet but steady progress in Japan.
There has not been the same excitcment that marked
the work in recent years but the gains have been
none the less real and substantial. The statistics
for the year have not yet been published, but those
in a position to form an estimate express the opinion
that the result of another ycar's Christian effort will
be gratifying and encouraging. A short time ago
there was a revival in some of the Tokyu churches,
special services being held with ex .ellent results fol-
lowing. The Young Men's Christian Association
has done good work during the year. It has been
carried on largely among the young men attending
the various institutions of learning, and branches
have been established in the Imperial University, in
the leading schools and colleges. It is surprising to
find that so many of the youths in conncction with
these institutions have become avowed disciples of
Jesus Christ.  Bible classes, courses of lectures on
Christian topics and bands of aggressive workers
have been formed and great things are expected
from the ecfforts of thosc engaged in this special
form of Christian work. Last season what is called
a summer school was held by Mr. Wishard, known in
Canada, in which Bible study, prayer and consecra-
tion mectings were the principal features, and as a
result a number of young men have come forward
expressing their desire to study for the Christian
ministry.

The devotees of the old religion, Puddhism, are
trying to adapt themselves to the altered circum-
stances of the country, but that system evidently
belongs to the state of things that has passed away.
It has been startled from its old dreamy indolence
and has completely lost its ascendancy over the
popular mind. Dr. Knox, of Tokyo, says, “ It is
quick to ado:r our methods. But with all these
activities and brand new methods, it is unahle to
resume its ‘aflyence over the national life. Its day
is gone forever.” The American Buddhist, or theo-
sophist, Col. Oicott, failed to fire the popular enthu-
siasm by his lecturing tour and has retired from the
scene without apparently creating a ripple on the
surface. The cndeavour to unite the evangeclical
churches failed of accomplishment, but those most
nearly akin were able to come to an agreement. It
is not thought advisable at Jpresent to resume nego-
tiations, but to cultivate a Christian and fraternal
spirit, hoping for successful union in the future, and
meanwhile cach church in its own sphere and with
its own methods doing all it can to mould the future
of this most interesting country that it may soon
take its place in the front rank among Christian
nations.

Princirat 1. BROWN PATON, of Nottingham, and Principal
Cave are mentioned among those likely to be numinated for the chair
of the Congregational Union ; and DDr. Stevenson, formerly of Mont-
real, Baldwin Brown's svacessor at Biixton, isalso smken of.
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Quren’s COLLEGE JOURNAL ; the THrOtOGUER, the monthly is.
sued by the students of the Preshyterian College, Halifax, and the
MaNttorA CoLreGr JOURNAL have heen maintained through the
husy college session with much spirit and great ability,

Tie Lames’ Howr Jorrsat.  (Philadelphia: 433 Arch
Street.) —~The number for May is full of attractions. The contents
ate of such a character that are sure to interest the wile circle of
readers for whom it is specially intended.  Leading litteratesrs of
the day are among its regular contributors.

THE GLoRE. A new Quarterly Review of World Literatute,
Society, Religion, Art and Politics. Conducted by William tenry
Thorne, (P'hiladelphia: The Globe.)—The latest issue of this new
claimant fur recognition in the higher walks of periodical literature
contains a number of thoughtful and elaborate papers on a variety of
subjects in which intelligent readets are cettain to be interested.

Tre MerionisT MacaziNe.  (Toronto : William Brigge.)
The May number continues the interestingly told and copiously
illustrated story of the * Canadian Toueist Patty in Europe,” by
the Editor. ¢ The Last Voyage,” by Lady Brassey, and ** Vaga-
band Vignettes,” also appear,  There are two good papers, one by
Rev, George J. Bond, B.A., on * Chiist's Treatment of Honest
Doubt,” and ** Unreasoned Religion,” by Rev. W. 8. Blackstock. The
other contents are varied, interesting and prolitable, This Canadian
monthly has desetvedly earned a high reputation,

VERses OF FEELING AND Fancy. By William M. Macker-
acher. (Montteal : W. Drysdale & Co.)--A neat httle papee.cov-
ered volume of neatly a hundred pages, containing a variety of poems
on a variety of subjects.  There ate several exquisite little pieces
among the number,  As might be expected, they vary in merit. The
little volume gives clear indication of the young writer's possession of
poetic talent, and also that he has not always been able to realize his
own ideal. But we respect the spirit and letter of the quoted line with
which he closes his briel but modest preface : ** A schoolboy feeak,
<nworthy praise or blame ¢ ¥

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND Prorte. (New York: K,
B. Treat.)—lts notewosthy papess for May are, ** The Chaft and
Wheat of Religious Thought," by Rev. LeRoy Hooket, of Taronto ;
‘A Plea for Foreign Missions,” by Roderick Terry, 12.1)., New
Yotk ;: ** John Knox and the Reformation,” by Burdett Hait, .1,
New Ilaven.  The successive papers on ** Living Issues, by Col.
lege Presidents,” is given by James Harper, D.D., President of the
United Presbyterian Theological Seminary. ¢ The Claims of the
Historic Epiccopate Examined.” Dr. John Hall writes of * Religious
Banenness.” Rev. S. L. Bell furnishes a capital paper on ** Ag.
nosticism.” it several departments in good things ate fully up to
former numbers.

Tiue ReiGN oF 1HE PriNce oF Prace. By Richard IHayes
McCastney.  (Toronto : Willard Tract Depository.) —The subject of
this poem is in itselfl an inspiration.  Dull indeed must be the soul
that is not moved hv the rule of the Prince of Peace. To say that
the author has risen to the full <ublimity of his gloriows theme
would be exaggeration, Had he made an adequate approach to its
grandeur and glory it would have been a geeat achievement, The
por. extends over sixty pages, and containg many fine thoughts sug-
gested by the scriptural prophecies of things y.t to he.  There ate
strong lines and there are weak .ines; and the thythm is not always ar-
tistically perfect, yet 20 one can read the little work without deriving
pleasure and profit.

Tue HoMireTic Review.  (New York : Funk & Wagnalls :
Toronto : William Briggs.)—This monthly for May presents a rich
and inviting table of contents. Dr. IToward Crosby leads off with a
characteristic paper on * What Constitutes the Church,” which,
like everything from his pen, is worth reading, even it you differ
from him. Professor tlunt, of Princeton College, follows with one
of his charming papers from the old English classics, entitled,
‘ An Old English Religious Satirist.”  Dr. Lamphear has an able
and timely article on ** Pantheism, in its Bearings on the New The-
ology.”  Dr. Pierson writes with his usual vigour and interest on
*¢ Secrets of Pulpit Power, with Examples.” The paper on
¢t Charles Lamb and Childhood,"” by Rev. Ne.well Woolsey Wells,
will interest any reader and afford many a useiul hint to pastors, Dr,
Joseph Parker's ** New Genesis,” which appears in another page of
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, is racy and original,  Among the
uausual number of sermons in the number, two are specially nate:
worthy—one by Dr. Cael Gerok, of Germany, preached only nine
days before his lameoted death, and the other by Dr. Putnam, on
« Christian Science.” Every other department of the Aeview seems
1o us unusually full of bright and useful thoughts that cannot fail to
be helplul to our ministers.

THr MiSSIONARY Revigw o tue Wortn.,  (New Yok *
Funk & Wagnalls ; Toronto : William Briggs.)~The May number
presents several papers of extraordinary interest. The leading one,
by Dr. G. W. Knox, of Tokyo, Japan, will tepay the most careful
teading. Iis brother's article on *‘ Personal Observations in Brae
zil"” is equally interesting, and sheds the most certain light on
the Revolution which has recently occurred there that we have
seen. Dr, Knox wassent there by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in 1838 to organize the Presbyterian Synad of
Brazil, and had personal intetcourse with many of the leaders, and
witnessed the incipient steps which led up to the change of Govern-
ment,  Not less stitring in interest is Dr. Pierson’s letter, ske'ching
his missionary tour in England during the month of January. Dr.
Motrow continues his valuable historical account of ¢* Foreign Mis-
sions in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries.” Dr. Ellin-
wood's atticle on *¢ Shadowings of Messiah in Heathen Systems, '
shows careful and profound study of the religions of the world.
Dr. Pierson’s address before the Edinburgh Medical Missionary So-
ciety, in December, on ** The Importance of Medical Missions®’ is
a masterly presentation of the subject. Dr. Starbuck's translations
from foreign periodicals afford a unique feature of this Review, The
seven other deparments are full to the hrim of matter of interest and
importance to the student of Christian progress.
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