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the %vater extends te a distance ln a stries of cocen-
tric ctrcles, se dots the culture cf haincecxtend te ail
the strata of soclcty ln gentai and plastic influences.

ite is the disposition tri fricadliness among mcn,
tht recognition of one another in the wvalks of life,
and the geod offices of necgghbour te neiglibour ;
there is a désire te injure the feelings cf ne one, but
te do right te, evcry ont and te follow honesty as the
best policy ; there is a stase of prapricty, honour
and justice in the transactions of business, there Is
safety cf persan, sccurity of property and mutual
confidence, conditions necessary te enterprise, in.
dustry and success. It la similar in regard te house-
holds, tht peculiar and privait residetes cf men,
svhich shut thcm out from the world by 3ac.red en-
closures. Familles virait cach other, attend tht par.
ties cf cach other and live on ternis cf fricndship
wath ant another. Membhers of anc famlly may bc
bound tu, members of anothcr (amily In close and in-
timat friendship, as In the case cf Jonathan and
David. Jonathan, who loved David, %vas the tried
fricnd of David, and David, wha loved Jonathan,
was pierced te the iaaacr heart with grief on the fait
of Jonathan. IlHew are tht mighty failen la the
midst cf the battît I O Jonathan, thou wast slain la
thmne biai places. 1 amn distressed for thec, my brother
Jonathan ; vcry pleasant hast thou beca uniea me ;
thy love te me was waadcrful, passing tht love of
womnn. Members of one family marry ineanbers of
another family and fana new homes, become new fac-
tors in the social systemt, and serve their awn part
thercin with profit tu, themselves and te their fello.
citizens ; whils: tbey arc privilcgcd te enjey the swects
cf iwedded life, te unbasom te each other wbat they
cannot even hint tu their aeighbours, an.d te spcak of
mea and ihings in a manner which they cannot de
outsideocf the domestic circie. Numerous indeed are
the links that coaaect individuals with individuals,
fairnilies with familles, aad commuaities with commu-
aitles, whilst they are ai indispensable te the public
weal, to social happiness and progress la civilization.
Mareever, there are coteries cf philosophers far the
advaac mcnt cf pure kaowledge, associations farmed
by phiiaaîhropic mca te pramote the material or
the moral good cf saciety, and assemblies of people
in tht chairches Sabbath afier Sabbath ta hear tht
Word of Truth. There 13 5tili te, bc meationed a
fricndship, which as tht source of ail genuine or un-
mrixcdi friendships among men. Iti s the friendship
cf man te God, aur greatest and cur besi benefactar.
l' Eaoch walked with God ; and he %vas net, for Cod
teck him." l'Abraham belil-4 d God, and it vv'as im-
puted unte him for righteousaess, and hc was calicd
tht friead of God." As Christiatis, we waik wih God
ia the truth iwe commune watb God ia ourhecarts, and
we pour into tht car uf Gcd what we date flot îvhis.
per lie the car cf mna. This is the friendship which
imparts strength, censtaacy and delicacy ta the
friendship cf man te man in ail relations, in aIl situa-
taons and la ail circumstances.

CO OPMRAT/ON IN FORLI'GN MfISSIONS.

PROCEEDINGS 0F CONFERENCE I{KLD AT
XDINBURGH, 6TH OC'ronaa, 1886.

A coafereace of representatives cf the mission
boards or committets cf tht ?resbytcrîaa Churches
of the UJnited Kingdlom, iavited by tht Eurapeaa
Branch cf tht Foreign Mission Commitnec of tht
Central Presbyteriaa Alliance, %vas held ia Caliege
Buildings, Castît Terrace, Edinburgh, on Wednésday,
October 6, 1 886, nt eleven amn. The cbjecî cf tht
conférence was tea ascertaira the views cf tht various
Churches on certain questions beanang oa inion and
cOocptration in Foeign Mission Work, remitted te
the committee by the Couincil, bald at Belfast in June,
1884.

There wcre present from the Church cf Scetland-
tht Revs. J. M4Murtie, Coavener, Dr. Herdman,
James Williamsoa ; front tht Fret Church-the Rev.
Professar Lindsay, Coavener, Principal Robertson,
Calcutta, Dr. George Smith, Rev. A. 'C. Grieve,
Bombay; from the United Presbyterian Church-
tht Revs. Dr. Thampson, Professer Calderwood,
James Buchanan, Secretary, Mr. Du~ncan M'Laren ;
fromr tht Otiginati Secession Church-the Revs.W.
B. Gurdner, F. Hobart, J. Sturrock and C. White,
Central ladia; front the i'resbyteria Church of
Ungland.-the Revs. W. S. Svenson, John Majieson
and Mr. Hugh M. Matheson; froms the Weish Cal-

vinîstic Methodist-tlîc Rev. Josiahi Thomas; fron
the Presbytcrin Churcli cf lrcland-the Revs. WV.
Ilcatty, Ahmnedabad, )aines Carson, blanciiuria,
George ?aiacfirland, Setretary , and from tht Comn-
mitce cf the Aliiance-thc Revs. Dr. J. Murray
Mlitchell, Coavener, Professur Miiliai, Secretary, Dr.
Thomcîas Smnith and Colonel Young.

On the motion cf Dr. MNurray MNitchell, Convener
cf the Alliance Committet, seconded by tht Rev. Dr.
lelrdmnn, Mr. Hugliaf M.%Matheson, cf London, was
called ta tht chair.

The meeting %vas cl.ened ivith prayer by tht Rcv.
John M'«Murtric, and Profes3er Blaikie and Rev.
James Buchanan acted as secrctaries.

Letters expressing Intercit la tht meeting were
rend frein M. Baptiste Couve, Bordeaux, and Pastar
Fritz Flicciner, b'ladrid.

Tiac Ias aise read a letter from the Rate Rt'.. W
Fleming Stevenson, D.D., writtea on thc day pte
ceding hai- lnnientedl death, expressing lais great in-
tcresi in the confrirencc, and lais purpose cf bcing
prescrit if health permitted. On tht motion cf Rev.
W. S. Swanson, seconded by Dr. M4%urray Mitchell, a
reçolution expressive cf sorrcw for his carly death,
apprecintion cf tht valuabît services readered by
Dr. Stevenson and sympathy for lais bercaved family
and cangregation ivas ndopted.

Dr. MNurray 'Mitchell then madie a statement as ta
the purpobe fui %'hil-h the conference haci been called
together, and mentioncd the chief peints te which
the Belfast Counicil requestcdl tht cammittce te direct
its attention.

Af*.er full and friendly conférence an each cf these
points, tht followving rcsolutions ivere unanimously
agreeci te;.

j. It is in tht highest dey-ree desirable that Mission
Churchesshould bce ncouragedlto beconieindependent
cf tht homne Churches- i.e. self-supperting and self-
goveraing - %elf go,.ernment naturaliy füllowing upon
self support.

2. It is désirable that Churches organized under
Presbyterin order, and holding the Reformeci faith,
should bt plaed under a 1'resbytery ivithin territorial
boundaries suitabie for effective government ; and
that such Presbytery, wherever coastituted, should,
as fat as practicable, include aIl tht Presbyterian
Chur.hes %'.atiain tht bounds, by %thatever branches
cf tht European et Ameri'.aa Churclats criginated.

3. In tht incipient stag'.s cf tht native Church, it
is mosi desirable that tht Foreign isonre
should be associateci with the Prtsbytery, eiher as
advasrrs oaaly, or as assessory members %vith votes,

4. i is undesirabie that Prcsbyterics cf native
Churches shoulci bc rej.. # sented in supreme courts ai
Iromie, tht developn. ..t and full organizatica cf.
independent native Churches being whaî is te be
aaîied ai, ithaether thesc are founded by a single
foreiga Churcli or b) twc or more such Churches.

The -orafereni..t agreeci te rec.ord theih high satUsfac.
taon and their gratitude to Goci for the epportunity
afforded tei tht represenatatives cf so many Churches
for conferring togetht-à on imprutant quesutons con-
necteci îith the progress cf the Gospel, and for tht
brothcriy and Christian spirit whicb land marked al
their deliberations.

I was aise agreed te recommeaci that tht Churches
should -)bservc the week begmnning with the last Sab-
bath of November, as a seasan of special prayer for
missions.

Tht conference agreed te transmit tht above reso-
lutions te tht Alliance Committec, andi it was stateci
by Dr. Murray Mitchell, as Coavener, that that com-
mitte intendcd tn forward these restitutions te, tht
mission boards or committees cf the varieus Churches,
la tht hope that they ivoulci submit them for con
sideratian bath te their foreign missionaries, andi ta
tht supreme courts cf their respective Churches, and
communicate the r 'sult te the cammitee, se as te,
enable thein ta prepare a full report for the meeting
cf Counci!, te be held in Loadon la z 888.

Tht thaaks cf tht Conférence was tenuered te lir.
Matheson for bis conductinl tht chair.

Rt'.. WV. 13. Gardiner closed the meeting with prayer.
W G. Br..tKMn 1
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IF you wvant te interest your fellotv Church inembers
la Christian work, tell themai that THEn CANADA
Pajv-,BisgîAN tvull bc sent te theni froni now ill ist
January for. i ç cents.

JOININdG Tim CIWRCH.

Ought 1 ta mage a public confession cf Iaith and
loin tht Church ? This mcii importantquestion as,
ne doubt, agitating the mindà cf many otthe reatiers
cf these page&. The first persan avit whomn most oa
you woutd discussiliais question wouid bc your cwn
pastor. He wculd probabty say te you . lYcs, my
friend, ycu had better do se, provaded tlîat you have
alrcndy joincd Jesus Christ." If the bon of God bc
within yaur heart, thtn yoaa art spirîtuall>. alive ; yau
have experàcaced the new birth ; you are prepared te
lave the Christian lifebecause Helîveth an you. If you
only make membershîp ta a church the main thing, if
you unite yourself te nothing stronger than a ceat-
paay cf frait, failîble fellow-creatures and exapect thom
tea tcw you alang by the panîer cf their Vra> ers and
fellowship, thea you have but a pour thance cf suc-
cess :a thîs world, or cf heavea la the next.

Tht fiait quistioaIi for you te senle are, Have you
battr boira ancw by tht Holy Spirit? Have you by
sancere faîth uniteci your heart te the omnipotent
5aviouri If se, thea your public acknewledpment cf
thîs fact by caanectîng yoursclf ivith a Charistian
Lhurch as the completîca cf the processof j'Caning the
Lord Jesus. Heart-union tiret, thea open confession.
Christ demands bath ; and '.vben buth steps are inken,
you have become ont w.ith Him. Vour licart is by a
inysterîcus but reai proceis lîakede Halis infiaate heari
of love. 'ýoujoia your weakness teChrists sîrength,
your ignorance tei lits wisdom, your uaworthintss-te
Hîs ments, your frailty te His watçhful eversight,
your povcrty tea His bcuadleus resources cf grace.
Your spiritual destiny is bound up ivîîh your Lord's.
Because Ht fives you shaîl live aise, andi yeu '.11 be
kept by tht powver of Goci througli faith unto fuall
saivaNion. A glarious conception as ibis , and if, by
(,od's heip, yeu art nîaking thas a realty, then go
forward, tht sooner, tht better.

but perhaps you smail may be îroubled as tu, the
evidences cf this inavard work cf tht Spirit, and may
inquare what îhey are. "Just whatas it tebe aChrîis.
tian ? II and, " How cughi 1 te fecel ? " and, IIHow
oughî 1 te bc and te det"ý-these may be tht querîts
that are agîtnuing your minci. My own habat as a pas.
tcr has been te, put itt tht htanacs of ail %vho propose
te unîte with tht church a stries ci que5tion5, ni which
the mosi vital aad comprehensive .are tht Iollowing .

Have y~ou ste yourseif tei be a sinntr against Cod?
Have you flot oaly repeated cf paît sins andi sought
forgivetiess, but de you hait ail manner cf sin, and
desire and pray te be dtlivered fromt tht power cf
civil? e your houpe cf acceptance %iah God founded
u pon the Lord Jesus Christ, and upon Hiam atoe?
Havt y ou surreadered your heart tea Christ, andi are
you wiliing to follewv Hîm whithersoever Ht shall tend
you? le il your 2zlemn purpase, in reliance on His
grace, ta cleave to Christ as your Saviaur and guide
ta tht end of flfe ? Inacorder te maîntain your Chris-
tian flfe du yeu inake conscience cf secret prayer and
tht reaclîng cf God's Word as )our rule ci duty?

Ysou iill observe that thte interrogatories eînbrace
thet wo core-ideas of Christianity, îvhich are to bate
sin andi te love Christ, ta turra from sin and te fcliow
Christ. These are the scriptural sigas cf a genuine
spantual lîfeitathe souL That lifemay beas ycîvery
feeble ;it may be only the weak pulse-beat of a baby;
tht "Ibiade» cf grace may yet be very smal; but if
the life la there, then seek te, strengthea it by prompt
andi hearty conteïsion of your-Saviour. Ia the New
Testament cases, a conversion te Christ cmmaly,
v.as folIoîved by a prompt acknovledgmenî of Christ.
Open yout heart te God , asic Him to searc.h you and
te lead you;, andi if, after hones: searcbhng andi self.
testing, you are persuader! that Christ has begua te
live within. ycu, t'laen take your stand for yaur Saviaur.
The Church was flot inteadcd te be a pasture-ground
and a fieid of activity for mature Chrastians, but also
a training schaol for the young, the anexperieaced and
the immatître. The folci cf Christ is a place in wbicb
not only the oider sheep may ivax fat and i lourish,
but the lambs may aisea be protecteci frora bard wvin-
ters. Do net corne initih tht id*ea cf renaaning
alîvays as a laxnb--especially as a Ilcosset,1»-but
enter the Church cf the greai Shepherd tea grcw and
expand your lungs arad te bécanie strong in tht Lord.
Tht phrase (ta pet.fect mnan I (la tht fourth chapter cf
Ephesians> really significs, a full.growvn man ; yet how
can you cit re aia unlessyou begin?

To jein the Church before you have joined the
Lord Jesuts is a mockery, andi will be a source ci un-
told1 ruiseary aIse. Mal yaur conscience, enlightened'by
prà ,er, keep you froni such a rash and muinous step I
But if ycur seul hits joincd the Savicur, then 'givt
Hlmn your whoe self, your whale influence, ycur lime,
your talents and eare flfe. Not much cran you glve
Htn nt tht best, but g ave *lîm aillin a ptablicé and
perpetuai covenanat. joan His Church for, ceraiiy-ý
Tkcdor- L. Cayle, .D.


