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‘Thi= year is memorable in the history of Mo thodisn, for hus ing gnven
birth to along and very ardent contruyersy un the dovtrines ot Calvinism,
It took its rise fram the publication ot the Mumitcs of the Counf rence,
which it was determined, that, it some particulars then powted out,
the Preachers had ¢ leaned too nuich to Calvism,™”  'Fhe fact was,
that Messrs. Whitefield aud Howdl Harris, the carly co-adjutors of
Mr. Wedey, had become Calviuisi~, but the allccuon subsisting be-
tween this litde band was so strony, that they all ameed m preaching
what was at the time most needed, the docttine of salvation by fath;
avoiding all peculiarstics of oninion as much us pos<ible in their secmons,
And Mr. Wesley®s annicty to mnintain unity ot ctlurt as well as attection
with Br. Whiteficld, Jed him al~o in 1743 to concede to s ealviaste
viewsasfar aspossible.  When the loaders had approached so near toe
very cdee of Calvigism® on oue sidey atel > of Antimomunnsm®™ also,
with safety, it was not to be wonlorol ar thut others should overstep the
Ime, A strong tide of Antinomiaui-ur had set in, and threatened great
injury to practical godliness.  The subjeet was one of importasiee and m
consequence was hrought before his conlvrcuee of Preachers as merung
their attention.  ‘T'he publicativn of these Minutes awiahenad a great out-
ery, and much bad feeling amony thusc of’ the Genevan contession. The
Hon. and Rev. Walter Shitley, Chaplain t the Countess of Hunting-
don, issued « Circular culling upon all the serious elerzy wnd severat
others, to go in a body to the «nsuing Conferen ~, and * iusist upon a
formal recantation of the said Minntcs, and, in case ot a refusal, to sign
and publich, their protest against then™ e Flewcher, undertook o
detence of the Minutes; but not content with evansddizin g the apparent-
ly lezal Minute=, and vindicating the doctrinal consistency and orthodozy
of Mr. Weeley, he incidentally discussed various other points of the
quin-quarticular controver-y; when he us well as Mr. Wesley, was
quickly assailed by a number of replivs not conched 1 the most courte-
ous style. Mr. Floteher's shill and adiiirable tewgrer so fully fitted him
to conduct the dizpute which had arison, that Mr, Wesley Ieft the con-
test chiefly to him, und cabnly pur-uced his lbours, and the whole issued
in a series of pubdications fram the pen of the Viear of Madeley, which
as a whole, can xcarecly be too hizhly praised or valued.

In the midst of these controy orsies ad cares, the socictics conutinued
to spread and flouri-h under the ufluae of the zeal and picty ot the
Preachers, animated by the ecasdless activity and regular visits of Mo
Wesley, who, though now upwards of scventy years of age, scemed to
posses< his wrnral strength unabated. His twughts however frequently
turned with anvicty to some wrangumont for the goverment of the
Connexion after his death, aml not boing satisfied that the plan be had
<ketehed out a foew years before, would piovide fur a case of so much
consciquence he direeted his attention to Mr. Fletcher, and warmly in-
vited him to conie furth into the work wnd to eluw himsclt to
he intradueed by ling as the future head of the conneaion. Mr. Flet-
cher conlil ot e pravailod upon to undartahe so geeat a responsibabiy,



